
January 20, 1969 COMMONS DEBATES 4543

58. Heads of Government expressed the 
hope that the consideration of the scheme of 
supplementary financing would lead to early 
results of benefit to developing countries.

59. They welcomed the appointment of an 
International Commission by the World Bank 
to review the total aid experience of the past 
two decades and to make recommendations 
for future aid programmes, and were particu­
larly gratified that a former colleague, The 
Rt. Hon. Lester B. Pearson, was presiding 
over the Commission’s work.

Commonwealth Co-operation
60. Heads of Government reviewed the 

extensive range of co-operation which exists 
among Commonwealth countries in such areas 
as technical assistance, education, science, 
medicine, law and many other functional 
fields. Such co-operation is facilitated and 
rendered more fruitful by the advantages the 
Commonwealth association offers—a common 
working language, similar traditions in gov­
ernment, administration, educational meth­
ods, and the organisation of the professions. 
With the increasing membership of the Com­
monwealth and the potentially wider areas of 
co-operation, they recognised the importance 
of seeking ways and means of achieving more 
effective co-operation among members in all 
fields.

61. Much was being done through bilateral 
arrangements between member countries. The 
Meeting noted that intra-Commonwealth 
official bilateral assistance, which accounts on 
the average for about 85% of the total of such 
assistance provided by Commonwealth 
members in all developing countries, had 
increased in 1967 and 1968, and they hoped 
that this would continue to grow.

62. They also reaffirmed the value of pro­
grammes of specifically Commonwealth effort 
in certain fields. An example would be 
increasing application of the principle of 
third-party financing, as a useful mechanism 
for bringing qualified experts and important 
tasks together quickly and efficiently. Third- 
party financing, by which experts from one 
country can be financed wholly or in part by 
another, can significantly enlarge the pool of 
expertise available for technical assistance 
arrangements by drawing on skills available 
in developing countries. These skills, more­
over, are often of particular relevance to the 
needs of other developing countries. The 
Meeting agreed that early consideration 
should be given to the extension of the prin­
ciple of third-party financing to education, 
training and consultations. This would allow

students to be trained in surroundings and 
under conditions more appropriate to their 
future employment, and in this way ease the 
problem of the brain-drain.

63. The Meeting noted several examples of 
mutual assistance which had already grown 
up among developing members of the Com­
monwealth. The Commonwealth Programme 
of Technical Co-operation, established within 
the Secretariat the previous year and on 
which the Secretary-General submitted a 
progress report, was a further step in build­
ing on the special advantages which the 
Commonwealth affords. A number of them 
underlined the particular usefulness of the 
Programme to the smaller members. They 
noted that a review of this Programme is to 
be carried out later this year.

64. The Meeting also considered a number 
of proposals for strengthening Commonwealth 
co-operation in specific fields.

65. They agreed that the nature and work 
of the Commonwealth should be more widely 
known in member countries. They approved 
in principle the proposal by Guyana for a 
Commonwealth Information Programme, and 
authorised the Secretary-General to appoint 
an Information Officer and to undertake in 
consultation with Governments a study of the 
implications of a programme as proposed.

66. Heads of Government also welcomed in 
principle the proposals submitted by Pakistan 
on co-operation in the fields of mass com­
munication and education and asked the 
Secretary-General to undertake studies in 
detail and in consultation with Common­
wealth governments.

67. The Meeting had before it three propos­
als by Britain for increased Commonwealth 
co-operation. The first was for extension of 
co-operation in the legal field. This proposal 
involved the establishment of a small Legal 
Section in the Secretariat, which was agreed; 
and a conference on legal education, to which 
further consideration should be given.

68. The second British proposal was for 
regional centres for the teaching of English 
and the teaching of science, which was wel­
comed in principle, and which it was agreed 
should be further considered by the Common­
wealth Education Liaison Committee and the 
Secretariat.

69. The third British proposal was for a 
series of studies on the problems of youth. 
The Meeting asked the Secretary-General to 
examine its feasibility taking into account the 
work in this field undertaken by other inter­
national organizations.


