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Mr. GARDINER: In spite of what was read
by the hion. member for Vegreville, I arn quite
satisfied in my ,own mind that Britain will
still want at least 500,000,000 pounds in 1946.
I should be sufficiently satisfied on that point
that if we could flot make a satisfactory agree-
ment now covering the four years, we should
flot be in tee much of a hurry. Conditions
that may exist three or four years from now
are uncertain so far as the British are con-
cerned, as they are uncertain so far as we are
concerned, and I would flot ha in favour of
agreeing to an arrangement now which in two
years we might find flot in the interests of our
people. If it gets too far over in one direction
I do flot think it would be good policy on our
part to enter into an agreement now for the
longer period of time. If it gets to the point
where we think it will ha te the advantage of
everyone concerned to have the agreement
made now for the longer period, of course we
shall sign the agreement.

Mr. CASTLEDEN: Thien do I understand
that thore is flot a four-yoar contract at the
present time?

Mr. GARDINER: At the moment there
is flot a four-year cnntract signed; I corrected
that statcmcnt to-day, and said that the final
negýotiations had flot been completcd.

Mr. CASTLEDEN_\: Thon w hat are we
oporating under at the present time?

Mr. GARDINER: We are operating unider
the two-year contra et for 900,000,000 pounds.

Mr. CASTLEDEN: Signed when?

Mr. GARDINER: Some time about Feb-
ruary, I think.

Mr. QUELCU: Yesterday the minister ex-
pressed great surprise that hion. members did
not know that an assurance had been given
for the next four years, saying that it hiad
been advertised ail across the country. Now
we are told that the contract is for only two
years. Has ha heen advertising aIl across the
country that it is a four-year contract?

Mr. GARDINER: I said that it had heen
advertised across the country that a four-
year contract was under negotiation. Last
night I thought I would ha -able to say
to-day that it had been completed, but I
find it has not.

Mr. QUELCH: Then is the minister in a
position to give an absolute assurance that
there will ha a mnarket and that we shall be
able to maintain the price, despite the fact
that the contract is for only two years? Car-
tainly hae was vary much surprised yesterday
thýat hion. members did flot know of the four-
year contract. To-day we are told that the
contract is not in existence, so that appar-

[Mr. Jackman.]

ently the lion. members who spoke yesterday
ware right.

Mr. GARDINER: 0f course yesterday hion.
members were not talking about a four-year
contract; they were talking in general ternis
about assurances having been given the farmers
that there would be a market. I dealt with
more than hogs yesterday; I said that there
w.as a two-year contract on eggs. a two-year
contract on cheese, a four-year contract under
negotiation in connection with hogs, which
1 theught was nearer conclusion than it is,
and aise a contract under discussion with
regard to beef. AIl these matters are being
considered hy the government. It is not a
question of iosing sight of any of these things.

Mr. QUELCH: But we were arguing that
the assurance shouid ha for a longer period
than two years, because a two-year period does
net guarantee a farmer against the costs in-
vols cd. We were urging that a four-year
guiarantee should be given. Now, even though
a four-vear contract has net been consum-
mated, the minister does feel in a position to
gix e [lie farniers the assurance that thora wili
ho a good market for the next four ycars?

Mr. GARDINER: I wiil give the samne
assurance I gave last evcning, upon whieh I
based the argdment te which refereuce is now
being mode. I said that the Prime Minister
had anneunced by radio, and other ministers
had announccd, that w e were te have fluor
pricos under farm products. That is the real
assurance. That dees net mon necessarily
that we shaîl be able te scîl the product at

t hat price; it may meon that we shaîl have
te take meney eut of the treasury after the
war in order te give the farmer the fluor
return, whiether or net tha market can
provide that price.

-Mr. QUTELCH: And I suppose it may mean
that the guarantead price will apply only te
a certain quota. It may net mean that you
will take an uniimited quantity at that price.

Mr. GARDINER: At the moment I shouid
net like te say whather or net it may mean
quotas; that is a mattor which wiil have te
be deait with later. The main guarantee
is that thora wiil ha fluor prices under farm
products.

Item agreed to.

Dairy producrs board-adlministration, $21,690.
Mr. QUELCH: Will the winter rates be

continued during the summer menths?

Mr. GARDINER: The rates were announced
soe months age. Tha rate on whole milk,
fluid miik, for the - summer months wiii be
thirty-five cents in the areas in which it was
fifty cents in the winter time and twenty-five
cents in those areas where it was twenty-five


