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COMMONS

Through his training, his association and his
wide experience, Loring Christie had obtained
a knowledge of constitutional and international
matters possessed by very few. His unques-
tioned ability usefully to employ that knowl-
edge in the seivice of his country was well
recognized. During the peace conference, in
the capacity of technical adviser to the
Canadian delegation, he came to be regarded
in the same light as his intimate friend,
Philip Kerr, the invaluable assistant to Lloyd
George at that time. References to Mr.
Christie as a highly efficient public servant
and as a beloved companion are frequent and
numerous throughout the pages of the
Memoirs of Sir Robert Borden, whom he
served so well It was a matter of sincere
regret to those who appreciated well his
qualifications that, for a time, the continuity
of his public service was interrupted.

Our country has reason to regret the passing
of so able and distinguished a Canadian.

Hon. J. L. RALSTON (Minister of National
Defence) : May I be permitted to say just one
word with regard to the passing of my friend
Loring Christie. I am speaking not as a mem-
ber of the government but as a fellow citizen
of a boy whom I knew in my own home town.
He was a schoolmate and boyhood friend, one
whom I admired and whose companionship I
cherished during very many years. I know that
his home town of Ambherst will be in mourning
to-day over the passing of one whom we
regarded as an illustrious son. I want to join
in with what has been said in expressing the
deepest sympathy with those who have been
bereaved through his untimely passing.

Mr. P. C. BLACK (Cumberland): May I
be allowed, on behalf of the late Mr. Christie’s
family and his friends, in my home town and
that of the Minister of National Defence {Mr.
Ralston), to express my thanks to the Prime
Minister (Mr. Mackenzie King) and to the
Leader of the Opposition (Mr. Hanson) for
their kindly references to Mr. Christie. Mr.
Christie came of the best blood in the mari-
times. He had energy, ambition, and industry.
He associated with the ablest and most out-
standing men in this country, in Great Britain,
and in the United States. His death is a very
great loss to Canada and to British people
everywhere.

CANADIAN ARMY
INTEGRATION OF RESERVE AND ACTIVE UNITS—
METHODS OF ENLISTMENT

On the orders of the day:

Hon. J. L. RALSTON (Minister of National
Defence): Some time ago, when the war
appropriation bill was under discussion in com-
mittee, I made a statement with regard to

[Mr. R. B. Hanson.]

the methods of enlistment, and I indicated
at that time that I might take the oppor-
tunity to make a further statement. After
that developed, questions were asked, and it
seemed to me that the matter had been pretty
carefully gone into and that a further state-
ment was not necessary. I rise now only
because of the fact that hon. members are
going home for the Easter holiday and there
was a report in the morning press with regard
to a new plan respecting the integration of
reserve and active units. I thought it might
be due to the house and interesting to hon.
members if I said just a word with regard
to that matter and with regard to methods
of enlistment.

The idea which seems to be abroad, that
men are not needed for the army, is quite
wrong. The fact that there has been so little
pressure has helped, perhaps, to create that
impression. As a matter of fact we have been
enlisting an average of about 5,000 per month
for the first three months of this year, and it
is probable that between 5,000 and 6,000 will
be needed each month under present conditions
for the active army, to fill up and keep filled
up and to reinforce the active units overseas
and in Canada. The call has gone out for
this month’s quota. There will be room in
practically every district for enlistment for all
arms of the service. We look primarily to
the reserve units to supply these men as their
first duty. They can do their bit in no better
way just now than in doing that, and it
puts their training to practical use. Men not
in the reserve units can enlist direct in the
active army. All they have to do, as hon.
members know, is to see or write to any
recruiting officer.

Now I come to the plan. In connection
with reserve units, we are endeavouring to see
that local association is preserved, so that, as
far as the needs of the service permit, men on
active service will be with units from their
own territory. In order to help obtain that
objective a new plan has been worked out
for “matching up”, if I may use that expres-
sion, each unit of the reserve army with some
unit of the active army from that same
territory. That, we think, will help to foster
the spirit of provincial and local pride and
comradeship. We are thus trying to create a
link between a reserve unit and an active
unit so that the reserve unit in sending
forward volunteers can feel that it has an
associated unit as their definite destination.
In this way, as hon. members will realize, the
reserve unit will not have just the respon-
sibility for furnishing reinforcements but it
will have the credit and satisfaction of
reinforcing its affiliated unit which represents
it in the active army.



