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up. The Department of Publie Works are
building breakwaters and breastworks so as
ta open this new channel into the straits of
Northumberland. When the harbour is im-
proved, as it will be under the plans laid
down, it will develop ta a greater extent
than ever before the fishing industry in that
section of New Brunswick. As I say, the
dredging has ceased. I arn told by the minis-
ter in a letter which he addressed ta me a
few days ago that it was not thought neces-
sary that this dredging should be continued
any further until such time as the break-
waters were completed. There empty into
Tracadie harbour two large rivers, and the
sult from tbbse rivers will fill in the channel
already dredged, but if the dredging was
continued tbrough the outer beach tbe cur-
rent would keep the new channel clear of
sult in the future. I would ask the minister
ta look more carefully into this dredging. It
was reported on favourably by the engineers
of the department, and was started wben the
construction work was comrnenced. To my
mind it is absolutely necessary that the dredg-
ing should be continued, and if operations
are resurned now they will get th.rough the
beach by the faîl. At present the dredge
is idle and it will take very heavy spring
tides ta get her out of that landlacked
harbour. It is evident that later on she
will have ta dredge herself out through this
beach. If it was necessary ta use the dredge
elsewhere I would nlot urge any objection,
but it seems ta me futile ta leave ber idle
in Tracadie harbour w'hile this essential work
is necessary. I tbink provision sbould be
made in the supplementaries ta add ta the
appropriation, -an amount at least sufficient
ta allow the dredge ta carry on for the next
four or five rnonths.

Mr. REID: Witb regard ta dredging, Mr.
Obairman, I tbînk the time has corne when
some serious notice should be taken of the
matter, particularly with respect ta the Fraser
river. It is ail1 very weil ta leave dredging
in the hands of an engineer and say he is
responsibie for it, bu.t I can assure the minister
that it does not require an engineer, or even a
person designated as an engineer, ta know
that same of the dredging that has been carried
on in the Fraser river bas been alxnost tragic
in it.s futility. I direet the rninister's atten-
tion ta two cases and leave it ta his judg-
ment to say if sucb procedure is good business.
Last year dredging took place east of tbe
Fraser bridge and the sand was durnped in
th-2 middle of wbat was once a sand bar.
The Fraser river flows at the rate of from 3
ta, 5 miles an bour, and carnies the sand witb
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it. The seriaus effect of this was seen later
wben a large ocean-going ship struck bottom.
In tbe other case in conniaetion with con-
struction work that was being carried on by
the department, the sand dredged was piled
many feet bigh on, to an island known as
Ione island in the middle -of the river. Tbis
sand slippe*d ýback inta the river. As a result,
the farmers had tbeir dykes washed out, and
tbey are paying $8 an acre ta which includes
maintenance of their dykes. I say it is bigb
time that the spending of large suans of
money for dredging should be looked into s0
far as tbe Fraser river dre-dging is concerned.
I do not speak of other rivers. Did the recom-
mendation for disoonitinuing the present
dredging came from the resident enginer in
New Westminster?

Mr. STEWART (Leeds): I can on'ly say
that any curtoilment in the prograrn of dredg-
ing the Fraser river or any oth-er river is
due ta, the necessity of bringing aur expendi-
ture into relation with the rnoneys tbat are
available. My bon.. friend rnay n-ot think
the curtailmýent is justified in alI cases,
but we have ta do the best we can
with the funds availible, end we shaîl con-
tinue ta do so. As ta how and wbere dredg-
ing work sbould be donc, of course we are
guided by the advioe of aur engineers. There
is no other way in. wbicb we can proceed.
My bon. friend's camplaintýs will be referred
ta tbe engineer, wha will make an investi-
gation, and if be finds mistakes bave been
made tbey will bye avaided in the future.

Mr. REID: I arn glad ta hear tbe minister
say that these matters will be looked into.

Mr. STITT (Selkirk): Perbaps it would be
in order for an bon. member on this side of
the bouse ta point to one of the mistakes
wbicb bave been made in regard ta tbe dredg-
ing items now under consideration. I bave
bere a voluminous file with regard ta a situa-
tion in the constitueney of Selkirk, wbicb
has ta do with practically ail of lake Winni-
peg. At the present tirne, under the depart-
mental estimate, twa dredges out of the three
on lake Winnipeg have been laid up. Tbe
crews are idle; the men are waiting for work,
and the work is waiting ta be done. The water
is lower in lake Winnipeg than it bas been
in bistory, but we are ta have notbing done.

I would just like ta direct these facts ta
the attention of tbe minister, because if I
do not do so, 1 will be afraid ta go home. At
the moutb of tbe Red river there is a wharf
used. by Messrs. Brown and Rutherfordi, a
large lumber manufacturing company, but at


