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for the government to say :We wili ask
the people to spend $15,000,000 to give us a
line 77 miles or 120 miles sharter than an-
ather line, when you eau make better turnie
afl( carry heavier loads on the longer line.
This proposai is absalutely unjustiflable, and
the people of this coun.try wvill flot stand
it. Not ai the influence which the Grand
Trunk Pacific Railway can bring to bear on
the electorate wlll justify the outrage pro-
posed ta be perpetrated. The new Une will
have heavy grades and besides will go
through an unsettled country, and we
know how important an element local
traffie is to a railway. Hlow long will
it then be before this government will
have tbis railway thrawn back on
its hands and be told that it has made
a useless expenditure which cannot be
made productive, and whase onily eifect is to
sacrifice the road we already possess. I say
that a saving of 77 miles or 120 miles counts
for nothing. There will bave to be more in-
telligent reasons given to justify the gov-
eriîment in pressing through this feature
of the scheme. I regret that the Inter-
colonial Rallway, which Is the people's own
road, lias flot a friend la the whole minis-
terial ranks. I propose at ail events to
stand by it while I remain in public life,
and knowing what 1 do of that road, I will
flot permit its chlaracter and quality and
services ta be minimized or deprecîated
without entering my protest. I do not know
why we should have this new road. Who
wants it ? We have bad a resolution passed
by the clty council of Moncton. They think
that they want it. But If I know anything
about the possîbilîties and probabilities of
the future, they will yet say tbat they
wished they had neyer got it. Running
anather railway will not do them any good.
There wlll flot be another pound of traffic
passlng through that city which would not
pass through it if the Grand Trunk Pacific
Railway were nover bult. But, there will
be this resuit. Moncton is now a great rail-
way centre. Arrangemen-tswere in con-
tenmplation, in fact the buildings are partly
up, for the manufacture of cars and loco-
motives and other plant requlred on the
Intercolonial Railway, In that tawn. Al
the machinery that wauld be required has
either been furnished or contracted for.
What for ? In order .that we might employ
the labour of aur own people In provldlng
cars and locomotives requlred for the Inter-
colonial Rallway. But you are golng ta
dismantie those works as a necessary con-
sequence of thîs new scheme.

Some hon. MEMBERS. Oh, oh.
Hon. Mr. BLAIR. My hon. friends laugli.

Don't you make any mistake; if this Grand
Trunk Pacific is flot goi-ng ta be a total
fairure, you wlll have to do' it. It is one
or the other; one or tbe other of these is ta
be sacrificed. And will the goverument
sacrifice Its own infant ? I do not think it
is going ta see its own weil-beloved strang-

led. Lt is going ta stand up for it, and the
poor Intercolonial has got ta suifer the pen-
alty; there is lia manner of doubt about that.
I say that if you take away the through-
traffic, as you would do, from that road, and
beave it a local rond. you make nece.ssary
the disînissal of a very large proportion-
I would say biaif of the men employed in
the worksbops in Moncton. My hon. friends
laugli. There are many things- that have
occurred in this whole matter that wouid
provoke laugliter, but nat laugbter sucli a s
that of my hon. friends. Theirs is the
laugliter which sugg-ests the want of know-
ledge of facts. And I say that want of
knowiedge exists. I appeal ta my lion.
friends every one of tbem, ta know whether
they ever taok a single emplayee of the
Intercolonial inta their confidence, whether
they advised witb a single man of thei as
ta wbat wouid be the effeet 0f the construc-
tion 0f tlis Une upon the business and in-
terests and condition 0f that Intercolonial
Raiiway. This whole matter was d-ecid3d
upon witbaut a single Intercolonial officiai
being cai'ied inta canference and nsked ta
say, caimily and of bis know-ledge, what
would be the probable effeet upon the Inter-
colonial of the adoption of such a policy as
this. That is the conviction of the officiais
of the Intercolonlal, and I think they ouglit
ta Icnow. It is my conviction that it wiil
dismantie the rond. it wiil cut off its busi-
ness, it will reduce the number of men
empiayed. There wauid be -na Grand Trunk
Pacific sbops in that iocality. The people
of Moncton ouglit ta wake up ta a knowiedge
of the facts that if tbey favaur, as they
appear ta favour, the construction of tijis
railway, they favour a paiicy whîch wauld
be inost injurions ta their interest and
wbich, under na circumstances, can possibly
be of the slightest adantage ta them.

Now, as ta Halifax, I do flot know what
the attitude of Halifax is upon this subject.
This uch I do knaw-that nobody lias
he fer wislhe for Halifax than I have, aýd
nabody mare wisbes ta see the traffic of the
Intercolonial increase, and Increase ulider
such conditions that Halifax wiil get a fair
shiare of tlîat traffic. But I faîl ta see liow
the interests of Halifax ean be Ini the
siightest degree subserved by the policy
proposed la these resolutions. There is nat
going ta be mare traffic over tbe two lios
than thore wouid be over one. I will show,
before I sit down, why I say that. .The
conditions wlll be exactly the saine as tbey
are to-day as respects ail the possîbi-lities
of trafice carried over the government rail-
way. Now, you taik about the distances,
and about the building of transcontinental
railway. My hon. friend bas said !i bis
opening ad'dress on the introduction of this
Bili, the great abject they bad la view was
ta get a raiiway which wouid give ta the
whoie Canadian people the shartest and
clîeaplest route betw-een ocean and acein.
I want ta know, if that is the abject and the
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