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or a harrister of ive yeais'staiiding, but"a proper
peIson.. aMi whom do 'we suppose the Governmnt
of 3anitoba will appoint as a proper person but a
Libe-al partizan. Recording to this Act, I and
other represenîtatives from the Province of Niani-
toba woumld be suîbject to the decision of such a
i proper person. .as to who1.> shotili b1e entitled to

vote at. our elections. I propose that the lion.
gentleman who lias charge of this bill shall not
iiiftlict ulon me such an inijustice, but that I shall
Ie elected by the voters mn a ist properly and
fairly preparel. I defy any lion. gentleman on
the other side-to say that the list for ny county
was lot failv preparel as iuchi in the interest of
my opponent mine. Mly list contained l6,000
naines, the thirti largest list in the Dominion of
Canada, and my opponen t had as nuch justice
given to im as I had. 1 ask the memher for Nlar-
quette (Mr. Watson) the only Liberal iîember fron
the Province of 'Manitoba. if lie wiil dare to say
that the revising othieer in his constituency did
not give himi fair play. The lion. gentleman had
so îmuch regard for Judge Ryan, wlho was the re-
vising officer in his constituency, that, although
lie was leclared elected by a najority of 11, lie
asked for a recount before tlhat judge, showing thus
that lie lhad perfect confidence iii Judge Ryan. As
to the list on which my hon. friend fron Winnipeg
was elected, i should like to know if that was niot
fairly prepared 1by Judge Ardagh: and it is the sane
ini regtiar'd to the lists froi one end of Manitoba to
the .other. Y.et hon. gentlemen opposite, nany of
themn barristers themnselves, do Inot hesitate to
charge judges wvho have been placed on the bench,
to charge thîeir professional brothers with not being
fit for the office of revising officer. According to
the hon. gentleman, they have the hardihood to
say that I an to have my list prepared by " a
proper person to be known as the registration
clerk," and appointed by the Local Goverîînment of
Manitoba. This Act goes further and says that
these lists shall be revised by these very judges
whomi hon. gentleien now pretend are not fit to
act as revisinîg otticers. The Manitoba Act goes
beyond thiat, and says not only shall county
court judges revise the lists but barristers of tlree
years' standing. The Dominion Act says that the
revising officers shall be a judge or a barrister of
five Vears' standing, but according to the aniitoba
legisiatioi the man to revise the list may be a
barrister of three vears' standinguI. In Manitoba
we vant nîone of such legislation as is proposed by
the hon. gentleman to-night. Further, to show
that the Liberal party of the Province of lanitoba
are iii favour of the Dominion Franchise Act, I may
quote sub-clause 4 of clause 18 of the Bill, where
it says:

".The regi-tration clerk shall obtain a certified copy, or
certified copies, of the last revised list. or list s, of electors
in such 1electoral division, or part of the saine, for mni-
cipal, local or Dominion parliaientary purposes."
The Act passed by the Reform Goverinimîent of the
Province of Manitoba pronounces that the " Domiin-
ion parlianentary list is one tlat the registration
clerks can take as properly prepared. That is a
pronouncement in favour of the Dominion Fran-
chise Act. Further, it says:

"After the date of the closing of the list.,the same shall
be open to the iinspection of any person asking to inspect
the same. Before the date of the elosing of the list, the
registration clerk shall be bound to inform any person
enquiring of him, at bis office, whether or not be has
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placed any particular person on the list. Any person so
inspectiung said ist nay umake a copy of the whole or any
part thereof."
Then we find by a further provision that this
judge or the barrister of tlhree years' standing who
is to 1e appointed to revise the list, shall revise
thie list. not less than two weeks after the day tixed
for the closing of the list by the registration clerk,
and according to clause (I the registration elerk is
to close thie list not less than two weeks frot tlie
date of thieproclaination. There are sonie con-
stituenicies in Manitoba 36 miles square, without
any railway coiînuniication, and you can easily
understand what. possibility there would Le. untler
such circuimstances, of putting naines on thie list.
fly clause -22 it is provided that the regittion
clerk shall furnish copies of the printed list for any
personî applying for the saie for a fee of not more
than 2) cents for ealch copy

" Provided that suîch registriion clerk must retain a
sulicient number of 1 copies f said printed lists for the
purpose required by this Aet. Such list shall he rinted
in tine for the court of revision. if possible :lbut such.
court o' revisionî sitall be held whether such list has been
printed or not.'
I ask lion. gentlemen to hear in mind that the manl
whlîo is to revise the lists is " a proper person "
appointed by the Government, that is, a political
partisan ; that lie bas two weeks in which to pre-
pare the list, and that i is not absolutely required
to priit the list before the court of revisioi: and
thien 1 ask lion. gentlemen on this side of the
House, fromi the experience they have hîal of hon.
gentlemen on the othier side, what fairness thîey
wîould expect fromu a partisan appointed y;i a Re-
forn Governieit mnider suc circumstaes. It
seens t-o nie the nost ridiculous contention in tithe
world that there is anything wrong withi the Domi-
nion Firanchîise Act. We in Mianitoba have hiatd
every possible hardship in getting naines upon the
list, amnd I would ask those hon. gentlemen. if they
are. fair men, if they are the free men they say thîey
are, if they are desirous of liaving every man in the
Dominion exercise his franchise, to realize that
in Manitoba they do not get anytlhing like
the freedon under the Provincial Act that they
do under the Dominion Franchise Act, because in
Nlanitoba that practically means manhood sutffrage.
We have no man iin the Province of Malitolba, who
is a *.ritislh subject and over twenty-one years of
age, w1ho has lot the right to vote uIder thie
Dominion Franchise Act, because I am glad to Say
that we are sutticiently prosperouîs in that Prtvince
to insure that every man can earn G a veari and
so lias a riglht to he oi the lis;t. Thiat is practically
mnhuiioodi suffrage for' Maiitoba und' erthe Dominion
Firanîehise Act, and the people are not surrounded
with the diticulties which the local Act provides.
Ve fiind that thie bon. menber for Huron (Mr.

Canieromi) in the third clause of lis Bill savs :

"3. The retumrning offieers, leputy retrminîg officers,
poli clerks anti other officials hereatter to e apîIpotinted
for the puîrp'ose o' conducting and holding eiletions of
mîembers for the HIouse of Cumnoms of Canada. shall have
the saine poiwers and authiority as the returning officers,
depuity retuiriin otlieers and other officials in the several
provinces comprisinig the liomuinioni Of Canada now have
under the electioni aw now in force iii eai tof such pro-
vimnces respeetively."

I will call the attention of the promioter of thuis Bill
to elause 12c5 of the Electoral Franchise Act of the
Province of Manitoba under which clause I and
other representatives from that Province are sup-
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