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Qur coastal waters are ceaselessly patrolled by vessels of
the Canadian navy and planes of the Canadian air force, In
all the centres of industry, men and women are labouring to
nake huge stores of weapons and munitions. From fields and
Wines and forests workers are extracting the essential
Supplies of war,

It is particularly fitting that the celebration
of our seventy~fifth national anniversary should coincide
With army week in Canada. Our nationsl pride has deepened
With the knowledge of Canada's army guarding the heart of
the empire, protecting the world's greatest citadel of frcee=
dom and prepared for action in any place, at any time, e
have all been profioundly stirred by the exploits of Canadian
alrmen in every theatre of war; Ceylon, Cologne, Essen, Emden,
now Bremen, are a witness to their magnificent daring, and
t0 their important role. Ve know how great and how vital
has been the work of our navy. e have been told that
Canadian machines and munitions, Canadi an food and Canadian
oney were essential to keep Britain fighting in the dark
days of 1940 and 1941, But our Canadian army, becausec it
has scen little fighting, has not thus far received its fair
Share of credit. This week, throughout all Canada, the
Canadian people are being given a special opportunity to
"C¢store the balance by showing their appreciation of the
Canadians in battle dress.

May I pause t0 recall the records, The first
c¢ontingent of the Canadian army landed in Britain on December
17, 1939, But for the collapse of France, the first division
Would have come to grips with the enemy in the smimmer of 1940,
All through that dark summer they stood waiting for the
CxXpected invasion. They were joincd during that time by the
Sécond division, and at Christmas of 1940 the Canadian corps
Yas formed. In 1941, a third infantry d@ivision, an armoured
Uvision, an army tank brigade, and thousands upon thousands
gﬁmgpealalized troops and reinforcements were added to their

Ers,

This yecar more units and reinforcements have crossed
th? s€éa, and others will follow, The Canadian corps in
Britain has bemme a highly trained, hard=-hitting, mobile
Cénadian army. Mr. Churchill has told us what the Canadien
4Py has meant to him and to the people of Britain. Lot
"€ repeat what he said last September:

There they stand, and there they have stood through
the whole of the critical period of the last fifteen months
2t the very point where they would be the first to be hurled
l?to & counter-stroke against an invader. 1 greater ser-

vlC? can be rendered to this country, no more important
Wlitary duty can be performed by any troops in all the allies.

There has been no glamour; there have been no
8regt headlines, We in Canada, have not realized, as fully
o Uhe people of Britain, how greatly our army has contributed
hed continues to contribute to the security of the bridge=-
heaQ Which sepmrates the tyrant of Europe from the western
dg%éiphere, and which bridge-~te ad is also our own surest
ce,




