
mainly to rural people. However,
with the graduai consolidation of
units into larger centres and the ap-
pearance of new co-operatives in the
cities, more and more urban people
have taken to co-operative purchas-
ing.

The direct-charge co-operative,
an alternative form of co-operative
purchasing that has sprung up in re-
cent years, is largely urban-based. In
this system, the co-operative charg-
es for goods at or near cost and the
members pay a service charge on a
regular basis <usually weekly) to
cover the expenses of the organiza-
tion. Direct-charge co-operatives
have spread over Ontario and the At-
lantic Provinces and a somewhat

tion, while others have one or more
branches. Some of the latter may
serve an entire region or province,
and some serve two or more provin-
ces. However, the general tendency
over the past two decades has been
away from the small co-operative
serving a limited area towards the
larger regional unit.

There has also been a tendency
towards the merging of the local or
retail units with wholesale organiza-
tions. The most striking example is
United Co-operatives of Ontario,
which embarked on a program of
amalgamation with local co-opera-
tives in 1964 and now serves more
than 30 branches that were formerly
individuel locals, as well as another
50 locals that have not as vet amal-
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