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1. Luce, United Kingdom)

Tt was cormendable that the Ad Hoc Committec on Chemical Weapons was promptly
re-cstablished at the beginning of the 1535 session., Chemical weapons are the zrea
in which this Conference has recsnily made the rmost progress. The Cormittea's report
for 19824 identified encouraging areas of common ground and should malze the Committee's
work easier 4his ysar, under the able chairmanslip of Ambassador Turbanski of ‘Polend.

I must say, however, thzt I had howved to sec more progress here in %he year since
ny last vicit. The Gensva Protocol of 1922 concluded here in this city 60 years ago
has bteen and remzins of inestimable value t» maniird, There is, however, a generally
recognized and increasingly urgent need for this existing prohibition of the use of
chemical weepons to be suprlementad and buttressel by a totel ban on 21l elements of
chenicel warfare including development, producticn, and ctockpiling of these
eppalling weapons. There is a major, and & growing, imbalance betwecen East and West.
My own country gave up iis chemical weapons & guarter of a century ago. The
United States decided in 1952 nct to produce zny new chomical weapons. From that time,
they have not dore so. The Soviet Union, on the other hand, has reither abandoped
chemical weapons nor stepped producing them. On the contrary, it has relentlessly
built up larger stockpiles than any other country. Those stockpiles now comprige
over 300,000 tons cf lethel chemical warfarc agents, and they -are still growing. We
therefore face 2 specific and worrying threat frcn an existing cepability to wagc
chemical warfare. '

Pui all of us, as Sceretary Shultz noted in his important sveech last weck, face
the danger of proliferation of thesc appalling wezpons. Rocent cvenis have sadly
demonstrzted that no part of the globe is safe from the threat of chenical wearons.
There azre continuing rcports of their use in Soutl. East Asia. The confirmetion in
March 1584 by the Sceretary-General of the United Fations that chemical wcapons had
been used in the Gulf War is another cause for dee; ccncern. Xollowing this, my
Government cond othor Weetemn Governuents acted guickly to impose export controls,
until further notice, on ecrtain chenmicals which eculd be misused o malic woapons.

In view of the threats we fzce, therc is a danger that States will proceed o
chemical rearmament, unless we naize swift progress towards a comprchensive ban., Lct
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