Annex B

Esquipulas IT Agreement

Procedure for the establishment of a firm and lasting peace in
Central America

PREAMBLE

We, the Presidents of the Republics of Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras,
Nicaragua and Costa Rica, meeting at Guatemala City on 6 and 7 August, encouraged by the
far-sighted and unfailing determination of the Contadora Group and the Support Group to
achieve peace, strengthened by the steady support of all the Governments and peoples of the
world, their main international organizations and, in particular, the European Economic
Community and His Holiness John Paul II, drawing inspiration from the Esquipulas I
Summit Meeting and having come together in Guatemala to discuss the peace plan
presented by the Government of Costa Rica, have agreed as follows:

To take up fully the historical challenge of forging a peaceful destiny for Central
America;

To commit ourselves to the struggle for peace and the elimination of war;
To make dialogue prevail over violence and reason over hatred;

To dedicate these peace efforts to the young people of Central America whose
legitimate aspirations to peace and social justice, freedom and reconciliation
have been frustrated for many generations;

To take the Central American Parliament as the symbol of the freedom and
independence of the reconciliation to which we aspire in Central America.

We ask the international community to respect and assist our efforts. We have
our own approaches to peace and development but we need help in making them a reality.
We ask for an international response which will guarantee development so that the peace we
are seeking can be a lasting one. We reiterate firmly that peace and development are
inseparable.

We thank President Vinicio Cerezo Arévalo and the noble people of Guatemala
for having hosted this meeting. The generosity of the President and people of Guatemala
were decisive in creating the climate in which the peace agreements were adopted.
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