
This leads thirdly to a deep iibalance in the related
processes or perception and learning. The events in the
region and wider internationial responses since 1975 have
reinforced the prevailiLng perception in Pretoria. Put in
Nyels terus, they have proiuoted "simple learning"l processes
which then reinforced prAp-existiflg perceptions. Pretoria has
used new information to adapt its means Ilwithout altering any
deeper goals in the means-end cbhain.
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This South African percept ion holds:

a) that the current South African state confronts a "total
onslaugtll in which all, international power blocs
participate. Thus in Pretorials view, while there is
clea2i.y important space on the margins to play of~f the
different powers agAant eah other, as in Agola o
example, nieverthel.ess bot the US and the USSR parti-
cipate to varying degress in such a total onslaughit, and~
South African policy has to rest f inally on asserting its

indepeident caim to be the "Iregiirn4 powerl" with
Illgitimate interests,11 which a1l states miust~ be forced
to accept;

b) tat te exercise of all eleuuents of South Africals
disproportionate power in the> region is the keytoth
surivl of the current tate. çiven the> regional power

rutles wilig of powoer 4s efecive, and that no

stae, or alignent o~f states in the z'agion finally hps
the capacity to withstand South African power;


