This party burned Lewiston and some of the
neighbouring villages, and captured and destroyed
Fort Schlosser, near Niagara Falls. Only a broken
bridge stopped them from going right on to Buffalo.

December 30.— Ten days later, the British
general, having followed up the river on the Can-
adian side, looking for further revenge, sent a
strong force across at midnight about two miles
below Black Rock; and on the morning of the
thirtieth another detachment crossed above that
place. There was some little show of resistance

as they landed, but the defenders soon fled to

Buffalo. The British followed in pursuit. Again
an attempt was made to check them; then the
retreating enemy took to the woods and Buffalo
was left to its fate. Both Black Rock and Buffalo
were relentlessly burned to the ground. The last
day of the year saw the whole of the New York
frontier along the. Niagara, from lake to lake, a
waste of charred and blackened or still smouldering
ruins; and four of the vessels that had fought in
the battle of Lake Erie' were included in the
destruction. »

But this did not end the matter. The next
year was to bring still another invasion at Niagara
and the burning of another Canadian village,
followed by reprisals along the Atlantic coast.

NortE.
An Ontario correspondent, referring to the REVIEW'S

Centennial Apniversary series, thinks that to most students

the battles of Chateauguay and Chrystler s Farm will appear
to be “incorrectly reported;" and is of opinion that the
latter was the decisive battle of the war.

The Battle of Chateauguay turned back an invading army,
or by coincidence the army turned back just when it met
with a show of resistance at Chateauguay; while the sharp
encounter on the bmk!' of the St. Lawrence did not turn
back the larger army of madeu, nor materially check its
advance. These are the essential facts; the rest is a matter
of opinion. We may take the view that if the Canadians
had fallen back before Hampton's advance at Chateauguay
he would have kept right on to the St. Lawrence and there
waited for Wilkinson, and that the projected attack upon

Montreal would have been made, and would inevitably have

been successful; or we may ¢ to think that Hampton,
having effected his full object by making a dxversnon, would
have turned back at the same place or a little farther on.if
he had met with no opposition. - In the first view of the
matter, which is the one commonly held in Canada, the
little skirmish at Chateauguay was decisive; in the other
view, it was of trifling tmportance‘ And, in respect to the
battle at Chrystler's, or Crysler's, (the latter is said to be
the correct spelling of the name according to family tradition
— the former is from a contemporary map,) we may suppose
that Morrison’s attack upon his rear had the effect of changing
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Wilkinson’s plans and keeping him from going right on to
Montreal; or we may conclude that if not attacked he would
have halted all the same when he found that Hampton was
not waiting to join him. In the one case, Morrison’s victory
was decisive; in the other, it was but an incident of travel.
There is still another view not wholly untenable, which il
that both expeditions broke down under their own we
and the final results would have been 1ust them if mthu'
had met with any opposition; but this is a view whlch iﬁl
not be very generally adopted among Canadians. e
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