
THE EDUCATIONAL XEVIEW.

bhade; which appear first in 'spring; the dispersian
of their seeds; the insects that visit theni. Study

the >Plants af the lacality-which thrive as wayside

plants; which grow in the fields; which of these

latter may be classed as obnoxious weeds, and wby

some af theni a re sa difficult ta exterminate. Keep

a plant calendar far the. .ý,om; if board space is

linmited, a sheet af mianilla wrapping paper tacked

an the wall answers, where the children themselves
inay keep a record af the season's flowers in the

order in which they% find them, With the nane* af the

finder, date,. localit>', anda brief description of the

plant-and have every éhild keep a similar ane for

limself. They are interested and kept on the watch

for new flowers, that'they mnay be the first, ta bring
theni. If they are taught ta press and mounit plants,
it adds ta their interest, and may, help them 'ta

identify the samne plant afterwards.

Study the trees as the>' bassom. Which af theffi

bear blossonis before the leaves, and which- do not;

which have perfect flawers, and which have twa

sets of flawers, and whether these accur an the

saine or on different .trees. Just here yau ma>' be

enlightened as ta how littie the children reall>' knaw.

If you have thought that the children knew as much,'
or mare, than you, and thàt the little you knew was

not worth trying ta teach, it rna>' be. encauraging

ta find a boy who does not hesitate, ta assert bis

belief that the branch -anather has braught into

schaol hanging withi blossonis neyer grew -op an>'

maple tree! Then there are the birds, in which.

the children are always interested,'even if their de-

scriptions are at first somewhat startIiný. Catei-
pillars braught intoý the séhoolroomn in the f aIl farm

an interesting study, and the children learn ta dis-

tinguish, f rom the cocoons, which will develop into

maths and which into butterfiies, The most inter'-

csting évent in connection fs the emerging af the

insect, when the children can learn its naine and have

its hife history.'. They mnay learn, a'Sa, ta dis-tinguish

between those insects which are beneficial and those

that are injurious ta plant hife.

An aquarium is always interesting and easily

made. Take a glass jar, or make ane b> cutting the

shaulder off a large bottie. In the bottom put twa

or three inches of dlean sand and a f ew stones. Put

sanie water-plants- in*this, 'placing stones or shelis

at their roots to keep theni in. place, and add any

kind af .suitable animal life available-tad-.poles,

wvater-snails, 'minnow-s. Keep it supplied with

plent>' of fresh water-a little algie or pond' scumi

helps to keep 'the water pure. It requires soMe
experimentingat first to get the rigiht balance' be-

tween plants and animais. If properly* adjusted,
littie is needed but the-addition of f resh water. .The,
children like ta collect frog, and toad spawn, and
take a great interest ini the developmnent off t'bc t.d-
pole as hie cames out and begins to wiggle~ round.

By mnaking drawings of the. different stages they
have'its .history.

A terrarium may 'be made f ram a -crate or soap

bax. Remove two, of the sides, nail on' fine ,wire

netting instead, and makre a door af the netting for

the apen end. It should'have three iuches of, good

rich soil-sod With the -grass on' does veiy well.

This will f orm.a hame for grasa-hoppers, caterpil-

lars, taads, or even -snakes, which the children can
study at close range. In making this colony, i s

ilécessary ta study the. favourite diet of each pro-

posed, colonist, otherwise some of ihem nia> be.
missing.

'Then there is thé schocil garden, whicli in some

form ever' sehool, rural or town, can have. If

space is nlot available. ini the school-yard, or if, for

an>' reason, it is nat possible ta have one, then, a

windoW garden may be made b' fixing, a box on the
outside af the windaw ledge. But if possible have

a garden in which each pupil has his own little plat,

,and is responsible for it: At the côtnsolidated schaol

in Guelph theý first four gradés had,,plots of two

feet b>' three f eet, thet higher grade.; three feet by

five f .eet. The itile- tats had flqwers, the larger,
pupils vegetables. *And they were so.interested in

their plots during. vacation that those -living near

came regular>' ta see ta them; and. the teachers

gave it as their experience that the time taken f romt

their studies ta devote ta gardening was more than

compensated far. b>' the deeper interest tbey took, in

all that pertainéd ta schol life. The pl~anning of

the plots, the measuring and staking of, them out, is

practical work that makes the pupil more skilful of

hand, mare accurate off eye. The improvement of

the environment, which impravement he haf assist-

ed in, gives hini a sense of responsibili' with re-

gard ta the schaol, and leads ta a cifferenit'attitudeç
towards tbe school and grounds. He takes a pride

iii trying to keep them neat, and in somie cases the

influence 'has extended te bis home life,. where hie

has attei pted a flower or -vegetable, garden of hi~

cwn. With neat'and beautiful surroundings cames

.a change in the moral toue of the school. Consid-

eration af the beautiful helps ta excînde, the basé,

and thus it becomes an aid ta discipline.


