
THE MALPEQUe QYSTER AT HOME

berwilderment as they urge their horses through the shiallow

water uncertain as to which of the yelling fishiermeti theyN shouýild

first tutun their attention. At Iength however, PLace an1dgod

will is restored and the trucks return to shore haviiug coiltlcted

theý catch, and stretching in one long straggliug traini they2 toil

aloiig the road to Summerside. On Saturday uiights they are

usually accompaiiied by a squad of fisher-
ilen who arrogate to thexuselves a license,

for rough humour, and constitute thexu-

se1lves a source of terror to tiniid aud

defeuiceless females, eu route. Here at the

shiore at landîng time the price of each day

is announced, aud one hears the word -

passed on froxu boat to boat and the com-

iiielits thereon, and the news even seemns to -

conimiunicate itself to the iu-coming boats
ever so far ont.

The flrst days of the season, (which by Order lu Concîl of

August 6th, 1885 was flxed to openi ou Sept. i5), are theu best

both as regards the price paid and the arnount caughit. Thenci

every-body detached froin fixed employmeut is afloat, eey
tiuig in the shape of a boat, everythiug iu the shape of a fishier-

manl, and as miglit be snpposed, the sights one beholds at thîs tixuie

are not a littie ludicrous. As the season advances anid thie price

declinies sud quantity dîinishes there is a cousiderable droppingz

off iin the number of the hoats. The fluctuation of price at tiies 15i

a reinark able feature. This year e.g. the opening price foir or-diu-

ary oysters was $2.50 per bbl., but as I write, owiuig to thec nui-

ulncommouly smooth weather, it bas probably fallen to fifty

cents. Iu early days wheu oysters were pleutiful and cities 1leS

populous, aud these fish les-- of a luxury, they sold as low as,

tweuity-five cents per barrel, and everybody was coutenit, buti at

presenit this would be simply ruinous. To the mmnd of the w-riter

there is an opeuing here for the enterprize of at local goverineufit.

It is certaily no evidence of a progressive admiis-trationi thiat

it suffets markets to bie glutted becanse no cold storage is supl-

plied at 'honme for the benefit of the fisherman to eniale hlmn to

accuimulate bis catch at this end and hold thein for a price.


