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IN the course of some instructive cotnments upon tîte lapsing Fisber
Clauses cf tbe Washington Treaty, flic American utakes the foliowin
siguificant reuiarks :-" Canada cannot eat lier cake and bave it. Sb
cannot bang on te an European Empire and enjcy the facilities furnishe
by its imilitary and diplomnatic system, and then strut about witb tbe air
of an independent country. Site may cut 'the silken rein' as soon as sb
likes, and we will deal witb lier as a nation. But se long as sbe wears if
sbe is te us iinerely an outlying province cf fie Britisb Empire, and ou
dealings witb lier interests arc but a part cf our diplomatic relations wit]
tbat Empire."

TuiE May meeting of thte Toronto Jockey Club, wbicb wili be beldi ol
Saturday and Mcnday, the 23rd and 25ti May, at the XVoodbinE
promises by tbe progranmme te produce some gocd sport. The principa
events are: (First Day) "Triai Stakes," for ail agtes ; "The Queen's Plate,
for hiomes bred, rni4ed, and trained in Ontario; Thbe Woodbine Steeple
cbase;" "lOpen Cash Handicap ;" I'lie Weclter Cup " (Second Day) "iý
Ladies' Puise," for ail a 'ges ; II Queecus Hotel Stakes," open te aIl ; Il rf 11Woodstock Plte," for thîee year-olds; lte Railw~ay Steeplechase Ilandi
cap," open te al; and a "lHunters' H-and(icap," open to balf-bred horseý
regularly bunted witb any establislied pack on tbis continent.

THiERE were nineteen failures in Caniada reported te Bradstreet's durin(
flie past week, agaiust twenty-six in the preceding week, and twenty-two
tbirty-fwo, and five, in the corresponding weeks cf 1884, 1883, and 1882.
respectively. In tbe United States there were 196 failures during, th(
week, as compared witb 174 in the precediug week, and witli 155, 160
and 86, in the corresponding weeks cf 1884, 1883, and 1882. About 8d
per cent. were tbose cf smnall traders wbose capital was less than $5,000,

hilE îuost zealous anti-probibitionist would lîardly argue tîtat bis usE
of wine was inspired by patrictic motives. Ail tîte saine, lie contributesý
miucb more to the public revenues tban lus teetotal fellow-citizen. Tbis4
fact bias been seized upon by a Glasgow financier, wbo points eut tbat
total abstainers in the Old Country, by not cousumning wine, spirits, or
beer, contribute ne part cf tue tbirty millions cf public inconie wbicb arc
derived front tbis source. Tbis lie maintains is not just, and lie proposes
fliat the ligiter beverages wbicb abstainers consume might be muade to pay
a certain tax, wbici would add te the income cf the country and give a
more equitabie distribution cf the burdens cf the State. Thie proposal is
net witliout its serious aspect. Wiy sbould tbe nian wio takes brandy-
and-soda be compelled te pay on fie former and tbe man wbo takes tbe
soda without brandy pay notbing at ail '? If it be contended that wine,
wiiskey and beer are luxuries, the samne argument appiies te apollinaris,
ginger ale, and otier compounds. In reply totbe feetotalers' objection,
sbould tbey ever raise it, Il XVy tax us for being sober 1"any argument
wbicb înay be suppesed te tell agrainst aerated beverages tells equally
against tie duty on tea. Iu fact, aerated beverages are net a necessity cf
life, wbiie thie universal use cf tea practically elevates it te sucb a position.

ARE tbe Royal Family Spiritualists ? People tell tales cf the Queen
tiey know fiat the Princess Louise bias been at seances; tbey recali the
story cf the Duke of Alhany's deatb-warniug front bis sister Alice. Tbey
put dewn tbe wboie Royal Faînily, tîterefore, as Spiritualists. Se far bias
this belief spread fbat Sir Hlenry Ponsonlby lias been commissioned te deny
if. He doos net quite deny it. He ouly says that thie Royal Fam-ily are
net believers iii Mr. Egliuton's Spiritualismu. Mr. A. Yorke, the late
equerry cf tie Duke cf Albany, bias aise been cailed upon te give bis tes-
tiniony, and says fliat lie is in a position te declare that lus Royal Higb.
f055 iever attended a seance wîtb Mr. Eglintoit or presented iin witb a
slate. The inference drawn iw the Spiritualists from this correspondence
is thaf the Queen and severai cf lier cbiidren are believers in communica-
tions between the next world and tis, butko ohn fM.Elno
and bis siafe. ,u nwntîn fM.Elno

THE new ialfpenny morning paper, the possible appearance of whic
in London was recently referred te in iE WEFKu, is te be a reality. It isto lie called flic Morîeirg Mail, aîîd te be tierougily Radical in toile. Nopeace witb Whiggery is te lie perînifted; and working-class interests arete be set before alI ofliers. Mr. Emmett, wio conducted the Unbpire semetinie age, is te manage fthc new paper. Its great difflculty will bic in dis-tribut ion-flie prejudices of tbe trade being against a balfpenny paper, asthe failure of the S5ummary proved. Mr. Walter dropped a smal fortuneover that venture-whicli, it inay lie added, was a condenscd balfpenny
Z'ime8-and bis successors in tic experituent wili bave te make a vcrylong effort if tbey are te succecd.

hilE friends of peace can quote Scripture in abundance in suppDort oftheir principles, but tic advocates cf war are tbe popular party, evenamong Chiristian prefessors. Mr. Ruskin cites tbe followinig verse froinfie New Testament as an injunction from flie Prince of Peace, wbosc pro-cepts wo all profess te foliow:' "Blessed are the peace-makers, for fheyshall ho called the chidrcn cf God." That is according te thc ancient
translation. Tic modern version is, hoe says, tbis :-" Biessed are fiewar-makcrs, for fbcy siall bie adored by flic cbildren of tuen."

AmERicANS have ne titles of tbeir own, but bow fbey deligit in any-one wio lias allflic world knows. he fellowing is froin tbe prospectus
Of a St. .Augustine journal reccnfly started:-I "The editer is Captain lam-.

y ilton, of Kensington, London, a gentleman of wide and varied experience,
g and mucli culture. Captain Hlamilton belongs to a younger branch of the
e Duke of Ambercom (sic), and is of noble b/ced. He bias served tbrou gb
d two revolutions and one Indian War." There is not miucl of the old Puri-
's tan simplicity-if sucli a qua]ity every really existed-in this amazingly
e snobbish announcement.

r THE question of the extent te whicb the eyesight is favourably or
unfavourably affected by civilization is being discussed at soine lengtb in
the columins of Nature. Mr. Guppy, one of the correspondeuts, gives the
resuits of a few observations recently made by hiîn with a view of deter-
mining, the degree of acuteness of vision possessed by the natives of certain
islands of the Solomon group. He employed the square test-dots used for
the purpose of ascertaining flie powers of vision possessed by recruits for
the army. The conclusions at which hie arrived, froin the examination of
a nuniber of youn 'g men xvhom lie tested, are that in thp islands iii question
sixty feet is the average distance at which natives could count the dots-
fifty-seven feet being usually looked on as tbe distance at which. the normal
eyesigbt can separate and counit thein. Facts like these, whiub no doubt
Iniglit be multiplied, fail in with preJudices of our owvn as to the decay of
physical power among civilîzed people. The keenness of the senses lias
always been a strong point with the savage, nnd in our boyisb days we
were regaled witb many stories in illustration of the preternatural acute-
ness of sight and hearing possessed by the wild men of the woods. Ail
this is a mere matter of babit-individual expertness acquired by practice
and inberited habit. Savages wbo have to live on the fish, gaille, and
plants whicb tbey hunt or searcli for theinselves, prove almiost miracu-
lously quick in hearing and seeing. On tbe other hand, the civilized ni
witbi a specialized faculty perforins prodigies of mnory, incredible skill
in discriminating flaveurs, shades of colours, or texture of goods. Mr.
Cuppy tells us that the~ natives of the Solomion Islands, wbo live in buts
lit only througb a partially open doorwny, pass frout the utter darkness of
tbeir dwellîng-places into the dazzling sunshinie, and vice versa, witbout
any of that inconvenience or partial 'blindness felt by Europeans under
similar circumstances. Tbey do se because tbeir eyes are traincd to tbese
sudden contrasts and transitions, just as the skin of a man who daily
"ltubs " in cold water is trained to endure sudden transitions of tempera-
ture without evil consequences.

HAVE you a good ear for music ? If you bave you will appreciate the
following little anecdote, told by Mr. G. R. Sims, the popular and success-
ful literarian and dramatist. IlMy editor and I once started to walk te
St. Albans witli a valued friend, now, alas, some years dead, wbo was by
profession a pedestrian and a pianoforte tuner. Mlidwny we put up at a
snug hostelry, and ordered, for the comnfort of tbe inner mnit, a dish of runip)
steaks. While tbis was being prepared xve sat ini pleasant converse,
wbicbi was interrupted by a peculiar bissing and frizzling sound that
unmistakably came from the kitchen. 'Wby, bang me,' suddenlY
exclaimed Pendragon, witb bis hair almost on end witb horror-' bang Me,
if tbey're not frying it !'-the ' it' of course having reference to the
steak. Our ]amented friend thereupon drew from bis pocket a tuning-forke
struck it upon the table, and quietly remarked, as lie applied it to bis car,

Yes, and bang me if tltey're not frying it in G!

PRINCFSS CHIRISTIAN bias taken a long time to produce the little memoir
of bier sister wbich is prefixed to the Princess Alice's letters. In the
opinions of tbe critics it was worth waiting for, tbougb evidently the work
of an amateur, and wanting in certain literary finish, it is said to be well
written-much better written than tbe Queen's diaries-and to be full Of
tenderness and love. There are passages in it, we are told, wbicb Ca'
hardly be read witbout tears; and, tbougb there is very literily n f
it, tbe suggestion of sisterly affection and pi-ide is very toucbing. In a"1
the relations of tbe Royal Family to ecd other there is the saille mutulal
dependence and ready belpfulness. We take aIl tbis for granted, and
think that it is just wbat it ougbt to be tbat Marlborough buse sbotild
be the mcst loyal bouse in -England. But h pcal sams e

in nglsh istry f aperectunion between powerful members of the
samne family ; and people are not liaîf tbankful enougb for it. An eminlent
Mani, contrasting our tintes witb otbers, said the other day that if we had
bad princes like those of othier days-"l I do not know what you think,
gentlemen, but 1 tbink, and probably you will agree witlt tue, we 5bouîd
bave bad very rougît times."b

A PAPEit called Nature, publisbed in Paris, bias picked up a story almost
eclipsing that of tbe cock and bull, for wbicb it cites as au autîîority the
director of a glass factory in tîte district of Aniche. Tihis gentleman bad
a dog, and this dog was turned out to play witb otîter dogs in tbe OPel
field bebînd the factory. It was the tiie of liard weatbeit' sbortly aftor
the recent snowstorin, and tlie dog, wbicb, was a rouglt-baired terrier, httd
flot finisbed bis gambol wlten bie was attacked by a nwbole ilock of birds,
described by tie French paper as crows. By titis, probabiy, rocks are
meant, for the crow, as Yarrell inforins us, is a solitary birdi fotntd 0111Y
alone or in pairs, wbereas tlie glass manufacturer writes that there were a
hundred of the black birds in question ini the field wbere tlic dog was, eut of
wbich only about tbirty joined in the onslaurbt. Ilowever- the battile, Orlo
begun, proved a very olie-sided afl'air, baîf the attacking squadrori kee1)iflg
in. front of tîte wretcbed quadruped and thc otiier haif beltiid hint or O1n
the flank. The former, ltovering at a heiglît of about six feet, mtade dasI1eS
from time to timie at the bead of the victim aimng titeir beaks at bis 'Yodand at a particular spt~ in his neck, wbere tbey soon cstablisbed an oe
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