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CURRENT TOPICS.

The Unoxpectediy large majorities by

lbi the Itesebery Governinont bas been

fa Bs8tained on the Budget, changes te
tneexte3nt the whole aspect cf tbe peliti-

'c% Situation in Great Britain. Sbould tho

%an.ue Ouccesi foilow in regard te the other
taeleures o! the p rogramme which are te

'Corge close upon tbe heels of the Budget,tbe

re!l d' y ho te relegate the much-talked-
01dssolution te an indefinite f utura. Evi-

'4 04tly the rocent speeches of tbe Premier
alla~ Other Radical leadera have net been

'*ithout effoct. Perhaps the meet signifi.

'eant tbing about these majerities is the

i~tclrevainder tbey give that the ranks

or thcei OP::sitn are fitled witb recruits
thakteeUp aes heogeneousab than those who

UP cosieralepart o! the Govern.
'011Wlng. Tbe Lh3ral.-Unionists are

~'6dent1Y as f ar freai being a unit either

the Conservatives, or by theinselves,
is the Party composect cf Radicals, Anti-

Parnellites, Parnellites, and Welshmen.
Lord Rosebory's firin words witb regard te

Home-Rule and the necessity for reforminlg

the Lieuse cf L-irds may have had some-

tbing te do with the imprevement cf bis

prospects. Whatever the cause, the position

cf the Ministry is materially strengthened,

for the moment at ieast. 0f course another

turn may at any instant be given te the

kaleidoscope, and a new phase cf the situ-

ation appear. But there is some reasen te

believe that the critical moment bas passed,

and that the Opposition having failed in its

attack upon the most vuinerahie point, the

Governinent programme may yet be carried

tbrougb.

Alexander cf Servia is prohably prepar-

ing t,) give te histery another illustration

cf the way in whicb the goda deal witb

kinga wbom they wish te destrey. What-

ever temperary success may attend the coup

wbicb bas falien so suddenly that it bas

paraiyzed bis oppenents and driven many

cf their leaders inte exile, it is improbable

that a people se strengiy impregnated witb

radicalisi as the Servians, will long submit

te be dragged backwards towards absolut-

isin. Had the step been taken witb the

sympathy and approval cf Russia, as a

movement in that direction would have been

likely te he under other circuinstances, tbe

forces arrayed against self-government

might bave preved tee strcng te be rosisted.

But as this attempt is made net only with-

eut Russia's appreval, but at the instigation

cf ex King Milan, the evil genius cf Alex-

ander and cf Servia, who is specially ohuox-

icus te the Czar, it must lack even this oie-

ment cf stability. Lt is impossible, cf course,

at this distance, witb our comparatively

scant knowledge cf the reai state cf feeling

amnong tbe masses towardi Alexander, and

vitb only the fragmontary cabie reports te

cast light upon the situation, te speak witb

any confidence cf wbat is likeiy te bappon,

but it will bo surprising if se bigh-handed

a manoeivre can m)ot with mcore tban a

t,3mporary succqss. E verythin.- dependa,

for the prosont, ne doubt, upon tbe degree

cf reliance tbe King may be able te place

in the army, after hie bas weeded eut those

officers whose personal loyaity hie suspects

but as these esei te be numerous, even

tbîy will ferai a formidable element

in the case of revoit against bis usurpa-

tion.

Thero is ne more pressing practical

question for learned discussion at tho present

juncture in the worlda histery than that

of the application of sound ethical princi-
pies to the solution of the labour prebleni,

and ail the social and economic perpiexities

whicb spring f romn, or are ciosely connected

with that problem. Lt was, therefore, a

happy and wortby thought whicb led to the

estabiishment in the United States two or

tbree years ago, of the Schooi of Appiied

Ethics, for the thoughtf ui discussion of such

questions. A recent anneuncement shows

that the enterprise bas met witb at ieast

sufficient su ,cess to warrant its contirtuance.

Its third summer session is to ho beid this

year at Plymouth, Mass., beginning on the

twelfth of July and continuing for five

weeks. The Executive Committee of the

School is composed of L'rofessor Felix

Adler, of New York ; Prefessor C. H.

Adamns, of the Ulniversity of Michigan, and

Professor C. H. Toy,of Han ard University,

each of them distinguished as a specialist

in this line of investigation. Ln the long

list of lectures we note the naines of many

o! the best knewn thinkers and writers on

economic and ethical questions in the

United States. The subjects to ho discussed

are ameng the niost interesting, and at the

Fanie ture the most intenseiy practical that

can occupy the human mind. Lt can bardly

be otberwise than that sonle immediate

good may result from the concentrationl of

se many powerfui minds upon these diffi-

cuit tapics, whiie, if the school can succeed

in attracting a large number of students

and setting their tboughts to working alcng

these linos, the future good to society and

the nation may become incalculable.

It is, we think, to bo regretted that Mr.

Ooatsworth's Bill for the prevention cf

cruelty tei animale is se littie iikely te be

reacbed this session. The nocessity for more

effectuai work aiong this lino is toa often

apparent. There is, in this intensely prac-

tical age, a disposition on the part cf many

te regard any unusual effort or entbusiasm

in this direction as the off spring cf a morbid

sontimentalisin. It is net sufficiently con-

sidered that the repressien, as far as posai.

hie, cf ail manifestations o! crueity te the

iower animais is more desirable for the sake

cf the human hoing than evon for that of

the suffering and usually defenceless animal.

The oducative effect of sucb repression in

the naine cf the iaw, is salutary. Cruolty

is ne dcubt more often the efi oct cf tbought-

lessnoss than cf deliberate fiendishness.

Neverthoiess the gentie peet spoke as a

philosopher when he said that there is no

vice which shoots more rapidly into luxuri-

ant growth if unrestrainod. We have no


