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THE OILD HOME ON THE SEIGNIORY.

W~e lived tegetiier iii the eld bouse oni tie
Seigiliîry, as far back as 1can riinenibier,
Mladamie una moere, ina tante Babeffe and 1,
Lucille. Ail the year round, ri,) inatter if tbe
great s500w piles fille-d tire w iiidew s, anîd tue
Wiiid liewled iin fhi_i the cracks, oi if rte
suit Slh ncie ht anid tire great iivu ci-n Iled free
b-eio)w tlic cutIs af flic feot et the adN witlî-
OUt a thîcuglîr 'if ice on its waves. 1 otteil
W 0idcre nt iiei scasoîli 1lix ed the- old

place best, inî suiliner whii 1 C' nid folle'.'
NlMadanme freiti field t, barn and licat et-r gix t'

bei orîlers andiî sottie ail disputes witlî lier
dîatecided vodcc, or raiiblc off at Mwiii

iit tji ice e- sî fliî ir-balsamas anîd
fliWer. filied w.oeds, or ini iiter %whieîî ina tante
aud J would play at shiuttiecek aiýd baitie-
dore Up aiît clowni thc hall te keep ourseli-es
Wiirni, or scw eur long fille seauiis beside the
lire, whle sice told nie tales cf wbeii lic anti
Iadiiiel( w etc girls ami ot tire iîranks tlicy

1laycd ini thiir couiventf sciteel iii Old Franice,
or later, cf how fiey camie te Quebec, anîd wcre
thec belles et the towii, tire beautiful Madeini-

s 'Iles D'A uiiy. t )f lîow Madanme inarried
amid wiîaf a siîlcndtd gentlemian miy fîtliei waii5
bow kini, iiew lianitsoie, liow nîoble. But
liere lier stories always sfeoiped short1, and I
C'uld fiîîd eut ne mtore about iiiy fathier, il, r

lwhY we liad heft Quebec amît li cd oii tire
Scignio. Hie c<,îld neot be dead, 1 fbeugiît,
foi' M"adaitie iivays signed lier receilîts iii iis
'tantei and on state occasitons sp1îe cf berseif as
'lis '' tleiuty,' but 1 neyer tlared '1 uestimn lier
oni fie subject, for lier mainer did itet etîconi-
nage %rliat miiht seni itile curiesity.

SI113 was but a littie w,'ianii, w'as M:idaiiii,
blut 80 beautifîil anti uigiiified ;auîd trtily lier

vrdwasI the lasf upîon ail subjects. Event
'>Id Declimia, the cook, whe was se cross tbat

she dared cuen te scolti the sqîuaws' w-len tbey
enn ulit 0 lier kitchen anti peepeti int,' the

1"ots te fiiid eut wlîat was for clunnier, even silc
MAS as weet as sugat- wheii Matîsiue camie

"ound, anid as for Monsieur le coiré, wlien lie
Cite te visit tus frein Trojis lfiv.ieres, lie liail
n'tver a weî t f say for liiinisolf, tii' tgli

1Madauie iniguxt contriîdict hit fiat, anid 1 lia' e
IhLard Iiiiii ftalk t, ,Jean Baptiste tli fie
druiikeîî old siitier feul ullui ]lis kiîecs anid

lW e iy ail tire saints iii ture calontiar noîver
t' I 'lie-l a drop ot spirits inu lis lite.

Ot11e %uinîter evciîg, 1 re-nicitiber if iie%%
distuilictîy ut sat togý,ethe round tire tire, 1, a
lttlo black shadî,w iii tic contier, rejoiciiig iii
secret tîvet- a p)îcket full of pîîpped cern,

Madam1le iii lierarin cihair, ici- littie feef resfing
or, an immtîense footsteol, flic ircliglît catch-
ilg flie shiinei oif lîir gewi fliretgli tire
ft1ld8 cf lier lace siîawl, auJ( gleanming on flie
l"18e of browii lair, w'iicb stood hii upoit

Y "r ire îead, lier liaiids were foided iii lier
'l» sîhe nlever worked lit womiaîi's work, but

W klsit fer heurs ti'us, gazing into the tire
inifi finking. Anid ina tamîfte beside lier littie
Wrk table niear, lier wh'iite biands fiutftring

tand fr1) over stîme bit cf fie sewing, fer eite

pored ut suci thîilîgs as weli as coulda
Cliterel nui. Wve iad saf titus for almtîst

liheur, wlien Madame sudidenly broke tie
Silen'e.

" Babette,"1 site sait i harply, " tire clîild is
growing uip, sbre viil be fifteemi years eid next
Year, aîîd she bas ne moere manners thait a

Vo0ung colt ;it is time she uvent te scicol.

THE WEEK.

WViîen rt(,, rive- openis iii fire sprîiig shall sile
go to Fratîce te sciiooi Hcw tbil YOU,
ilabette ï -'

1Oh ' aau,- faltered ita tante, drîop-

pîing, lci- wo-rk, startled by tice sudduiîiiess of
the atuack " Tic ulttle cuie, wbalut woultl sio tie
so tir fr-tii litie, antit aIl aloe t-"

A lite ?- siiilptli Madamue. " Itibette,
t lie-rt lit a to ci sico coult llt go al,,iîe ;wec

ix oulîl ,,o s'itlî lier, tiîou andt ", tieoi sic Coli-

titiiîiul miere sftly, almost as oee w hi' tlinks
lierseit ,iioiie: Hast, tiiet so sîoîl forgotteuî

La Blei France ' ati tue e-onveitt af Ver-
satilles, t'r li 11ly homeui ? Yes, B3abette, tlh

tire irst il) iii the sping Ntlrteu shahl cross
tie i oe-liii- -

Antd tlius, lias iuî iy lier spechdltie-itieti
lie-r iiiiiid, Madamte arose anid, takittg lier- stick

and lanterni, wliich stood readv toi- lier at the
ticer, prepitreri L go lieri- uiglitiy r-ounds. I
t' diîwetl lier softly, dazed anîd excited by fice

sîtiemitir ef tire pbin, tutt aitxious to gatiier
sojute turfiier inifîruiiafim. iFrcm uvinti'u' t''

winuudow uvwe wcmtt ftrougli fice great Ivitici
kitchicti, wltere a Couple- of ieiafed sqjuaws
sitared wîtiîfi tire gs fice licuicurs et the
litai-tii. Here, 1111 was sate. Throir ouf flii-ugli
ture cu-ei-ed pcrcli wvay, antd aieng fice vcîantiali
te thre fi-ouf etfraitc. litre Mardane mtade a

pause, andit 1, anxicus te avoit' cictecticut,
slip1 ped î>asf lier anud ii af fire docr ;as 1
hrtiiîed, 1 saw ici- liffie figure clearly siflioct-

fti iii thie îuîecîiihî, and 1 boaurd hîci- vî'ice
t-tutg oit cicarly andtt tassit eat 1313 iii th stili

uIigitt aLir'

Ieue'sue saiti, " y' iii tay ce- tn c ek
iteur but i w-iil iot '.'ait :tiie iiîiey is tlicîe
just as it wtas wliei 1 lot it fîturfeen years
lie. If iiiay le 1 wuis w trig, but liabette
hias uicver kmiewu and site shahl neyer know.
NVe xvii go away, shue, anîd 1, andt tie cluild,
anti tic place siali r-onain for yeu. Sureiy it
is eiietîglui wiflieut uis.' Tieoi site turned, and
1, frighîteutet at mîy partt 11f eavestiteîiîer, 11<-J
imite tie hiouse lîctore lier.

W~itli tire nexf thîrce tîotths caime stich a

titie of bustie andt exciteuicumt ftat if wînmld
liste hîcen hbartd fer ia strauigeu- t recoguîise thec
ohll place. Oui- Nartirobes îuîust lie r-eîle-utisit
eà and set thierou-gly iii replut, antd ire bail
'>nhy oui- otwn îcsonî-ces anti tire scanfy aid cf
tc Tu-cis hivicres slieps t,, trust te. Tiroir,

too~, ail abotîtirfe estate uîîusf be set iii thi-
otîgli reicmir anti iteeti uvîrkiiîg trder, anîd a

lîcat steward appoiîîted fient flic men abut

flic place wio îîîtst mîceds be coachcd iii bis
vaiius dluttes, audttirli thicusaitd ethîcr vories
attendent on a prolcîtgetl absence. But
Madame N'as cîjual f'flire occasion ; indeed, sute
seoiîied te hiniry ail lîrel)araficns, se fiat wlten
tire sprimtg foînti a rnali vessel saiiig front,
'Trois Rivieres we cnibarketl upoi hue iii tre-
fcrce tc one cf ture large Quebc ships,
wii w'ouht euîtaii a feiius hand or ivafi-
jomrnî-y utitit tîr liiggage.

Af fie hegitinug of ilur jour-ney ail seemett
prepitielis, crewtls gaficredti î sec us stauf,
atîd theugli Madame uvas inîlassive I uvas wild
wifiî excifentîcut. I tixk ina tante Babette
wouid giadly lias e clîamged pinces wifh any of
the cî-ewd, mifi a chance te stay at hboule,
even Mere Framîcoise iras tiere, ieaning on
lier cruthu and sieuting blessings as long as

bier veice reacied us. We reacied Queiec
tfh good weathier and mry country eyes werc

daz-zied witi tie sceming magnitude cf ifs

crooked littie streets and crewded boeuses.

Surely, 1 thouglit, niowhere, even in Franice,

ean tiiere lieany place g-reater or more splendid
than Quebec.

Oii leaving Quebec, however, our troubles
begaîi ; igh winds sprang up, driving us be-
fore tirent down tire Glf, and we werc con-
fiiied to tire stufFy littlc' cabin, whcre ma tante
suffered dreadfiully froin niii de nier,'' as
aise did 1, but iîethiig secnwd te affect

Madame. Moineiitarily the stormns increased,
tire motion et the littie vessel as the sears
strnck bier ivas fearftil te us sliut up) iii the

cabiii, aiîd we feared every momtent woultl be
or last. On tire feîirth îiiglit after ieaving
Quebec we w etc erdcred te secure any v'aint-

ables npen oui 1 îersons and cone on dock, as
the sliip was lielfflcas anti was drifting t4 sortie

tirkiowli breakers. Wce obeyed orders and

camne up. Snch a scene as met eut eyca. We

clung toecadli other, trenibliîîg. Torii rigging
aiid tiibers e'.erywhere encuiiibered tice dock,

w hici was ligbhted frtiî finie te tinte iy vivid

flashus of ligyhtningi. ()ne of ftie iasts had
gene overboard anîd ;iroînd the stumip of this
wc crouchced. The tain fell iii torrents, and

in tire distanice wve bocard tic duli roar of tice

angry breakers, tewards w'lich we drifted.
Presiitly-I have lie idea hew tiie passedl

tliat dreadful nighf a shtidder, follewed by a
griîîdiîig noise, tait througli tire ship. WVe had

struck
Tire sailers at onîce aftcmîifed te latuili oneI

of ftie beats, anîd a place in it was ofl*ered, te

us, luit Madamei dchiicd, fer- lersoif aiid usto
venîture into any niew petils.

Ail iit loirg wc liuddlcd together expecf-
iig cadi moment te find thc shîip go te piece4

bencafli us, and being tee iiserable te reahize

ftîlly otir danger. Towartls unorning tire wind

dreoîpedl soiuiewliat aund the min ceased faliing,
With tire first grey streaks of dawn tie cap-

tain looked anxiously about te discover our

roio cf rksemid to ui ditu ete riouh-
peitiueu of rc snd te bisan weoe Utire aot
east lay a low and desolafe-looking coast
whiicl tire captaiuî supposed te be Anti-
costi.

'rie beaf iead wlicli liad loft fie ship

dutiig tire iiglit baid evidently succeeded in

reacliing the shcre, for a weak and dispirited

sunloke wlicjl curled tîî frein thence attestcd
tie siîecess of tireir efforts and filled us withî

eîîvy.

Eiicîeiraged by this, and findiiîg the ship iii
a iir w orse pliglit fitain lie lhad hoped, the

captain orciered tire reiiiainiug boait te be

laîncbcid, anti, wiily-nilly, we inust get inte if..

Neyer, thieugh, 1 live te be anr old winan, shal
I. forget the hiorror of fiat journey flirougi

tire huge waves wbicli tbrcafenied every-

moilent te engîtîf nis, noryet the relief and joy
wlien 1 found nîyself iiftod by tlre rougît
sailors front tire beat and deposited oii shore.

1 cannot tel1 hîcw that day passed, îînly tlîat tie
slîip broke up about icen anti at nigit 1 was.

shlfcltred timder sorte cf lier timibers which. iad
cere aîtee ad ic ailrs admade intea sert cf

lean-to against the rocks. 1 Nvas; tee miserable

te feel or care wliat lîappemied. Next day, how-

ever,imat ters înîîroved, tire suit sione eut and

gave a mircb more cheerful tone te affairs.

Sontie casks of provisions had come ashore and
we put hcart into ourselves witli a goediy

meal. After a silight expioratitin if was decid-

ed te take up our quarters on fhe rising ground
te the north, arîd ail whe were nef

collecting tire cargo as if came ashere


