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population of the Island, would be large enough, in anything like an
equipoise of parties, to hold the balance of power. In other words, it would

bo able to pil-lage us without limit, to say nothing of the demoralization of
which we have already quite enough. At the same time we should have

the quarrel between the white and black races in Jamaica, with ail the
troubles arising from it, on our bandis. Nothing in the meantime would

be gained wbich might not bo equally well secured by fiscal arrangements.
These arguments will surcly prevail. Yet it inay not be neeless to

enter a caveat agyainst any more dealings with Canadiau nationality bchind

the baek of the Canadian people. Monarchical traditions prevent our states
mon fromn seeing what they owo the commonwealth and what, in a demo-

cratic era, sound policy dictates in this respect. The constitution of the
Dominion itself lacks moral val.idity aîîd the higbest dlaim te allegianco,
because it was settled by the politicians with the Impérial Qovorament and
was neyer submitted te the people. It would rather be tee mucli if wo
were te wako up ene inorning and find that by an agreement betwoon
Ottawa, Downing St., and Mr. Soloînon, we had bcen pelitically amalga-
mated with the black population of Jamaica.

THE garrulity of Lord Malmesbury's old age, though amiable, will net
please his pelitical friends. It will certainly net please the wearers of
the primirose, Lord Beaconsfield has hitherto been the divinity of Jmn-
perialists, of Colonial Imperialists above aIl. To these it will be no

agreeable surprise te find that in bis private correspondonce their idol
spoke of the colonies as "lthose wretched colonies," that he looked for-
ward te their independence in a few years, and regarded them ini the
mieantinmo as Ila milistono " round the neck of the Mother Country. It
is true that a few ycars later hie was publicly denouncing in lofty
periods those whio proposed te relieve England of sucli a milîstone as the
lonian Islands, a mnalcontent dependency fromi which sho derived neithor
imilitary strength nor advantage of any kind, whieh, in case of war, would
have required a garrisen of fifteen or twenty thotisand mon, and the loss
of which, sinco the cession, nobody lias been heard te déplore, while
Greece, the rising power cf the Eastern Mediterranean, te which the
Islands were ccded, becaine bound te England by a strong tie of gratitude

and friendship. Possibly in that case somnething mighit be due te Mr.
Disraeli's personal antil)atlly to castern Christendorrn and bis sympatby
with Islam. But lot enithusiastic limperialists take notice that cenven-
tionality and hollowness sometimies lurk beneath the professions evon of
British statesmen. Lot thein take notice also of the roal ground on which
the British Jingo sets or affects te set a high value on the colonies. Are
they likely to romiaini for ever dependencies, and in that character te
contribute to the military strongth of the Impérial power ?i Will they
furnisb nien and money for wars iii Afghauistan or for wars te maintain
the dominion of the Turks over Chiristian slaves?1 If net, thocy are objects
of centempt, and " milistones." There is ne feeling of pride in the
prospect of seeing Englaud surreunded by a pregeny of froc nations, the
hoirs and images of bier grcatness; there is ne appréciation of the moral
strcngth or of the onhanced grandeur which. she would derive from the
attacbment of sucb an offipring. Nor is thore a theuglit as te the com-
parative effects of dependence and émancipatien on the political character
and destiny of the colonies them-tselves. The tie of mutual citizensbip is
se far from being highly prized that tho Jingo is scarcely conscieus of its
existence. Emancipationiats are always brauded as Anti-Colonial. Yet
the Emancipationist dees prizo and cherish ail tînt the Jingo disregards,
and his chief objection te the systemn uphcld by the Imperialist is that it
prevents the growth of that nobler empire of equality, froc devclopment,
and spontaneous affetion which alene is roally worth founicng, because it
alone can endure for ever.

Tusp experts in American politics have ail told us that Ohio bcing a
liiblican State, if the élections there wcnt against the Ilepublicans,

]Janscause would be lest, but that a Republican victory iii Ohio would
net bu décisive in bis faveur. Still, a great success in a case which was
deemied both doubtful and important cannot fail te inspirit bis party and
te, draw the waitcrs upon Providence ever te his side. . The balance must
now be said, at ail events, te incline in bis faveur. His election te thle
Pre8idency will be a scrions évent. For the first tiîne a juan will appear
at the head of the Amierican Republic with a dark stain upon bis porsonal
honour. There have been unworthy Presidents beforo: Jackson was a
barbarian, Polk and Buchanan were miean figures te bo placed in the front
of the Stato; Andrew Johinson was a meaner figure still. But the
lowest of themn could ne ver have been suspected of sucb things as have
beenj proved against Mr. Blaine. Let any one imagine the cfiect of such
diselosures rospecting the character of a Pruine Minister of England.

What makes the matter worse is that the great public issues haviug
been cast comparatively into the background by the refusal of the
Democrats te take up the -love thrown down by the Republicans on the
Tariff qnestion, the contest bas become personal, and the question of
character is the main issue. The élection of Mr. Blaine will ho the ratifi-
cation of a standard wbieh will be taken as the moral maximum, net only
by ail politicians, but by every young and ambitions man. Yet if Mr.
Blaino becomes President, we must ail pray for bis if e. That ho is a
man of real ability bis speeches and wrîtings voucb, and if hie professes
intense hatred of England or love of tbe Invincibles we may cberisb the
comfortable assurance that his profession is insincere, that hoe will -ive
effeet te it ne f urthcr than bis personal game requires, and that hoe will keep
bis country and the world eut cf serions mischief if ho can. But Logan is
a demagogue of the coarsest kind, who thorougbly shares the mob passions
te wbich bie appeals and is perfectly capable of putting in action the
violent nonsense whicb fuls bis incobereut and ungrammnatical harangues.
If by any accident ho gets power inte bis bands the consequences may ho
serions. It seems certain that notwitbstanding the loyalty of Tamn-
many te tbe boaves and fishes, the Irish, in considerable numbors, have
gene over te Blaine, and that if hoe wins, it will be partly by Nationalist
votes, in whicb case Nationalisai is net unlikoly te be represeutcd in bis
gevernment. This makes the oîîtlook darker. But on the éther baud it
may ho the beginning of a bappy change in the character of the Démoecratic
Party. Tbe only bond between the Conservative wing cf the Party and
the Irish wing was Slavery: that being now a thing cf tho past, the
unnatural cenuectien niay come te an end, the Party may become simply
Conservative, and favourable at the sain(, time te a réduction of taxation
and to administrative reform. Cleveland, in short, who is lovcd by the
bost Domocrats, as they avowed at Chicago, for having made the Tammany
corruptienists bis onemies, may prove te ho the typical Inan of the Domeo-
cratic future.

IN the mneantime the system of Presidential Elections by popular vote is
revealing its full beneficenco. The cost in money of choosing an Exeutive
Officer for four years will, according te experts, re'ach a sum whicb
sproad over the President's terni far excecds the expense of any court
in Europe. To this there are te ho added the loss of time and labeur,
the interruption of industry and the disturbance cf commerce, the last of
wbicb items is most serions. But the oxpense is the least part of the
matter where riches abound as they do among the people of the United
States. The greatest ovils of the system are the venemous passions which
it excites and the evil agoncies wbich it calîs into play. The Presidential
Electien itself was still tbree weeks off wlîen blood xvas already being
shed at two places, Cincinnati, as a matter cf course, being eue cf tbe two.
A legion of political intriguers and corruptioaists is everywbere at work
bedevilling the constituencies and doinoralizing the peopleo; uer do the
more respectable politicians and the citizcîîs cf the bigher class who take
an interest in polities altogether escapa deflcînent frein the pitcbi whicli
as Party managers thoy are obliged te handle. Slîould the resuit chance
te, ho dispntcd, as in tbe case cf Hlayes and Tildon, an évent always
possible in the midst of se inuch violence and chicauery, the nation may
again ho breught te the verge cf a civil war. Amidst the fronzy of the
Party cenfiict, cacb Party boiug ready te soul its seul te any deémon for a
vote, theé spirits cf political evil gain preternatural power; and the Union
uow stands a fair chance cf virtually roceiving a goverument at the bauds
of a set cf peoplo whe avew that the principal obj oct cf tlîeir allegiance is
net the American Republie, the force cf which they only desire te use as the
instrument of an Irish fend, wbile their votes will ho givon te the can-
didate wbo is mest likely te involve the State in a ruinons war. Witb
each recnrriug élection the violence of the struggln seems te increase, and
the strain upen the commonwealth te become more intense : it is bardly
conceivable that any political machiuery should ho streng enugh te bear for-
ever the stress of those periodical convulsions. Yet ail this is as pnrely the
resnît of accident as anything iu polities can ho. The framers cf the
Constitution, wheu tboy besitatcd between the plan of giving the élection
cf the President te the Legislatture and that cf eutrustingy it te a spécial
College, little dreamed that in enibracing the latter plan they wore insti-
tuting a quadrennial carnival cf discord and corruption. The fate of their
measuro is a warning te ahl statesmnen, and ameng others te the statosmefl
of England, -at this j uncture, in erecting or reformingy institutions, not
merely te consider the proprioty and justice cf a measure on paper, but to
forecast, as far as possible, its practical werking. No oxtraordinary fore-
sigbt would bave been required te tell the architeets cf the American
Constitution that the election cf a Qollege for the nonce would result in a
mandate and wonld seon degenerate into a cumbrous mode cf registering
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