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TRE Opposition in the D million Parliamenit have held their prolimi
%" cUcus and, it may be presumed, agreed upon their policy, for t]~8FioIa at least. The details of that policy the public will probably lear

0'1'y from its developments on the floor of the Coînmons. One ficatui
anId that evidently a most prominent one, has been alre.ady revealed

*Richard Cartwright's notice of motion in favour of Uiires4trict(
k"Clprocity with the United States. The debate upon this resolution wi

SfOllowed with intereqt. A somewhat curious episode in connectîc
Il1th the proposed motion is the reqîîest of the Miiiister of Finance th,
its discussion be postponed until the protocols of the \Vashington Fisheris

eo'migionare laid before the House, the request being accompaniE
.'*lth an intimation that the subject of international trade relations w8
cQnsidered before that Commission. Lt seems scarcely possible, on th
Uni band, that the Canadian Comînissioner could have either proposed c
eoOllidered any measure of reciprocity involvin- the admis .ion of th

tn'&Uactures of the United States, to any considerable extent, into th1b'ininion free of duty, while, on the other, it was pretty well known tha
1101 other basis would a proposition for the interchange of products h

elltertailled by the United States. The attitude of the Governinent i
rlation to Sir Richard Cartwright's motion must of course be consisten

a't ny overtures macle by Sir Charles Tupper on their behaif in th
oo"iiiion. We shali see.

Sn QTO OWÂN'S proposai to forin a Special Committee of the Senatto dleal With applications for divorce is certainly, if nothinfr more, a stel
i1 thle right direction. There is really flothing to be said iii defence of th,nid 8Ystera of taking evidence in such delicate matters before a Committei

n h0whole Huse. There is a peculiar awkwardness, not to say incon
eety, in requiring a grave legislative body to undertake functions whic}

1the nature ofthe case, strictly judicial. Very few in Canada woulc
eaeto have the standard of strictness in regard to such matters loweredo sanction any change in the direction of holding the marriage compact1% s m cred. But so long as it is agreed that divorce should bie granted foi

th Olle cause, it is but a matter of simple justice that the remedy shouldbe lade as far as possible accessible to the poor as well as to the rich.lh ePense, delay, and general cumbrousness of the old systein are inex-
Se- So long as it is held that the work is a proper one for the

1tO perfortu, it is bound to siînplify and cheapen procedture to the
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utmost possible limit consistent with thorough inquiry. 'Jhat a committee
of seven cou]d elicit the truth and reach a just verdict much more satisfac-

yable torily and expeditiouslv than the whole House must be olhvious. Lt is,
o tindeed, doubtful whether this will prove a real and permanent slution of

cents the difficulty. SuCh inquiries belong strictly to the court of justice, and
tigi- to such a court it will be found necessary, ait an early dav, to, refer them.

ypo.

rilan TIIE probability 110W is that no 1ý'ry strenuous opposition to the ratifi-
cation of the Fisheries Treaty will be ~ffered in the Canadiati Parliament.
Whether the Republican faction iii thiý United States Senate will be able
to bring about its defeat there remains to be seen. It is possible that Mr.
Chamberlain's able speech before the Canadian Club may flot be witbout

227 some effect upon the more thoughtful minds in the party. That speech
227 may be accepted, no doubt, as the best defence of the action of the Coin-
227 missloners which can be made hefore a Canadian jury. However it may227

28 fail to satisfy Canadians that justice has been doue thetu, or that their298 rights have been fully secured, it will probably convince most of thein that228
228 there is now no help for thein, ami that their wisest course wilI be to accept
228 the arrangement and mnake the best of it. At the saine, turne they cannot
28

229 fail to perceive that the point on which the whole speech turns is the
2.29 assumuption that it was necessary to sacrifice Canadian dlaims in order to
2:3 promnote peace aîsd good will between the United States and Great Britain.
23 This feature of the negotiations stands out so, clearly that it will not be213 surprising if Caiîada's acceptance should be accompanied with a strong
231 protest and a denland for permission henceforth to miake lier own treaties
234 With foreign nations.
234
235
'236 THE attempt made by some mnembers of the Board of Separate School2:17 Trustees and otiier Catholies to have the ballot substituted for the- open

- vote in the election of future Boards lias called clown the wrath of the
n- ecclesiastical aiithorities upon the devoted hieads of the offenders. A cir-
rie cular froîîî the Archibishop, which was read in ail the Roman Catholic
rn Churihes on Suîîday, berates these inen who have dared to tlîink for thein-le, sel ves, with no sparing liand. lis Grace assures the faithful that "1Catholic
in3 educationi is essentîally a religious affair, to bc maîîaged religiously with
Ad judgînent and econoiny by the. clergy, assisted by good Catholics." To the

.1argument that as the laity supply the funds they should have the spending
'in of the money, bis Grace makes the rejoinder that this is precisely what
It these men wanit, as 1'they would theu have opportunities on the school
's boards to help their friends and indirectly themselves by contracts,"-an
id imputation of dishouest motives which seerus scarcely iii accord with coin-
68 mon notions of archiopiscopal dignity, to say nothing of Christian charity.
ie The. public interest in the controversy arises mainly froin the opportunity it
r affords of studyirsg the. Catholic idea and use of the educational machinery

.e which our Constitutionu unfortunately puts in their hands, to be operated

.e largely at the. public expense. The public mouey is devoted to the mak-
,t ing not of good citizcns but of good Catholics, men whose first allegiance
'e is due flot to Canada but to -Romne.
n

e AFTER îuuch delay the debate of the Session-that upon the Quebec
Resol iîtions -ias been opened in tlîe Onîtario Legisiature. Lt is to be
regretted, though it was perhaps iîîeitable, that the various speakers

e should have at once ranged themnselves in accordauce with strict party
)lines. Discussion of the. questions raised upon titeir alerits is thereby

L made impossible. But lîowever desirable or necessary may be certain
9 amendmeîîts of thse Constitution, in the directions indicated by the main
- resolutions, the changes proposed iii those resolutions are so obviously
i directed against courses of procedure whuich have been taken at diflerent
1 times by Governints led by tht. present IDomsinion Premier that hi@

>friends and adinirers feel called upon to defend lion against the. strong
censure which would be iînplied in the passage of the resolutions. It is

*no doubt true, as intinîated by Mr. Mowat, that the prerogative of veto,
*against which the resolutions are specially directed, was freely, if Dlot
arbitrarily, used by the Administration led by Mr. Mackenzie, but this
break in the. otherwise contiiuuous reigu of the. present Dominion Premier
occurred soi long since, and .was s0 brief in comparison with the whole
period that it is almost forgotten in the general review. The- saine party


