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WHAT KILLED IRISH GAIETY?

Not the Rigorous Morality of the
Irish Priest, but the Pinch of Hunge
and Emigrateon. .

An Irish priest in The Dublin Leader .;pline is vigorously enforced.

of Sept. 10, discusses a statement|
made by Sir Horace Plunkett, in his
recent book—that the Irish priesthood'
are too rigorous with the people mor.!
ally and by killing amusements make
Irish rural life too dull.

Sir  Plunkett says (page 115) that'
“in the inculcation of chastity the
success of the Irish priesthood is, cone
sidering the conditions of present life
and the fire of the Celtic temperament
absolutely unique. No one can den !
that almost the entire oredit of this
moral achievement belongs to the Ro-
man Catholic clergy.”

Irish Chastity.

1 had the following words which
Froude spoke in one of his lectures
in New York, in 1872. They, were
spoken in a lecture directed against
Catholic Ireland in general and ag-
ainst the priest in particular; those
were the lectures to which Father
Burke replied during his famous Am-
erican touri— “I do not question the
enormous power for good which has
been exercised in Ireland by the mod-
ern Catholic priest. Ireland is one
of the poorest countries in Europe,
yet there is less theft, less cheating,
less housebreaking, less robbery of a :
kinds than in any country ofthe same
size in the civilized world . . . . In the
last hundred years impurity has been
almost dnknown in Ireland. This ab !
gence of vulgar crime, and this except«
ional delicacy and modesty of char-'
acter ars due, to their everlasting ho-
nor, to the influence

clergy.” !

A Little Sarcasm.

Sit Horace thinks that chastity ha
become so much like second nature to
Irish Catholics that “a gradual relax-
ation of the disciplinary measures by
which it is insured might be safely al-
lowed without any danger of lowering
the high .standard of continence which
is general in Ireland, and which, of
course, it i1s of supreme importance td
maintain.”” I do not at all agree with
Sir Horace’s sliding-scale method of
morals. Neither does St. Paul, who
after all his heavenly visions, sai
that there was a “thorn in his flesh™
and that there is a law in our mém’
bers that wars against the law that
is in our mind. But St. Paul wa
not aware that Irish Catholics are
made of alabaster. I am living wit
@ priest who has a total ~abstinence
sodality of about 1,700 women, the
great majority of whom have been
very {aithiul to their pledge since it
was started a dozen years ago. On
this sliding scale principle might he
Joosen the disciple a little? Take
way the system of sections and pre-
fects through which the sodality is
organized? in fact tell them that, as
they are such confirmed abstainers
they may now lean on their acquired
_virtue without a pledge or a solality
to sustain them?

Ho writes—"“This kind of discipline
unless when really -necessary, is ope
to the objection that it eliminates
the education of people, especially
during the formative years, an essen-
tial of culture—the mutual understand
ing of the sexes.” I have no fault to
find with the views expressed in that
passage. But, as it stands, it is only
a thesis, which determines nothing
for or against the discipline which he
condemns. The practical question is,
what and what is not necessary?
.+ + The non-Catholics of Ireland,
England, Scotland, America and Au
stralia, are not subjected to this mis-
taken discipline during their forma-
tive years? They learn wnat he calls
“the ‘pathology of the emotions,”
and are rightly educated into that
“oulture” of which he speaks. Well
then, their formative years are passed

and what is the result? I call himselt -

to witness; I call Froude to witness;

call to witness the statistics of ille-
gitimacy, of what is  known in New
England® as “fashionable murders,”
of matrimonial infidelities which oy-
whelm the divorce courts of those
countries, of sexual unnaturalnes
which threatens to depopulate them.

What a Doctor Said.

A physicidan of long experience
wrote in The Boston Medical and
Surgical Journal” for 1879—“I have
never known an Irish mother, no mat-
ter how poor or how many little
ragged children around her, that did
not receive every newborn babe with
emotions and expressions of gratitude
as a‘blessed gift from God. This
sentiment, however frudely expressed
has never failed to win my admira-
tion, and I take pleasure in pointing

ace is driving at
" ery raised by the secular

. our beautiful peasantry!

. is caught up as a Jeremiad by a chog
. rus of fangled philanthropists who,

i times; nor do they really care a whit

. fore the “bad times

of the Catholic’

RN

Here is the Charge. Their ancient sports and pastimes ev-

erywhere disappeared, and in many
parts of Ireland have never returned.
The out-door games, the hurling
match, and the village dance are seen
no more.”

Now the People are Gone.

As the population became sparce,
and the youth of the country were de-
parting, Cross-roads dancing and oth-
er rural pastimes gradually disappear-
ed. Then came the three waves of
political agitation which have stirred
the country since the great exodus be-
gan. A continued series of monster
meetings drew the young men Sunday
after Sunday, from year to year, to
the political centres, and kept their
thoughts turned from local amuse-
ments. Passing along the country
during the past few years, 1 have seen
a few dance platforms lying against
the road-side fences, a sign that they
are still used on Sundays. But, 1
have more than once asked persons
living in the country why these dances
are not so common as they used to
be, and the answer has invariabfy been
—“Qh! the people are all gone—There
are no people in the country now.”
When Sir Horace and other critics tell
me that Cross-roads dancing was

shine of their lives, And then, “Oh| StoPPed by the priest, I invite them

. i1 to tell me also by whom was hurling,
for the days of the Kerry dancing, ‘5 football, ete., stopped? There was,

Now, then, of what precisely does he
complain? Of the {following:—'‘There
are,”” he writes, ‘‘many parishes
where in this matter the strictest dis-
A-
musements, not necessavily or evewn
often vicious, are objected to as be-
ing fraught with dangers which
would never occur to any but the ri-
gidly acsetic or the puritanical mind.
In many parishes the Sunday cy-
clist will.observe the strange phenom-
enon of a normally light-hearted
peasantry marshalled in male and fe-
male groups along the road, eyeing
one another in dull wonderment a-
cross the forbidden space through the
long summer day.”

1 presume then that what Sir Hor-
is this latest war-
Salvatioa-
ists of Ireland against the priests.
Oh you priests! you curse of our cinint-
ry! You obscurantists gnd despots of
why do you
rob our tountry life of its charm by
killing cross-roads dancing? You have
laid the ‘rigidly ascetic” hand of
death upon that fine old pastime of
the people, and your ‘“puritanical
mind” has cast a’cloud over the sun-

surely no sexual danger in these a-
musements that could trouble the con-
science of the most puritanical priest;
yet they also had well nigh disappear-
ed for many years. '

till quite recently, have shown very
little care for the people or their pas-

‘more now than they have ever cared.
Crogs Roads Dancing. RS -

G0-OPERATIVE BAKERY

”” the dance stage
was to be seen, and ‘‘the ring of the
was to be heard more
. generally than ever since, on Sunday
. afternoons throughout Ireland.  The
people had their dance at the cross-
roads or beside the bridge, or at their
homes in the night time, without let
or hindrance; and I have never heard
that the parish priest even expected
that under ordinary ecircumstances
, they should consult him or ask his
{ permission.

Catholica Need Not Be Sad.

For - the dominant note in the re-
‘ ligion of Catholics is love, hope and
joy; in contrast to the religion of
i non-Catholics, the - domisant note of
| which i¥ pietistic solemnnity and’ fear.|
 St. Frances de Sales writes that one

ot his books which was “approved by,
the most grave prelates and doctors[
of the Church did not escabe the rude
censure of some who did not merely
blame me but bitterly attached me in
public: because I tell Philothea that
dancing is an action indifferent in it-

¢ pipers tune’’

Fifteen varieties ot Bread, all
of first quality; delivery daily
i any part of the City, lLouise
Bridge or Mount Royal. Price
to non-members: 16 loaves - for

a dollar. By becoming a mem-

ber you not only get a discount

of twelve and a half per cent. at
tinve of puréhase or 18 loaves fur
a dollar, but receive an equal
share of any surplus above actual
cost at the end of each six
months. If you are not already

a customer of the Bakeryor a

self, and that for recreation’s sake ¢ the Socitty vou are
one may make quod libets.” (The member of the Society )
Love God—Preface, page 14). Gaiety hereby requested to look into

naturally becomes an Irish Catholic;
it sits sorrowfully on his neighbors,
and somehow presents the appearance
of awkward artificiality. How then
has it happened that those dances
have become so rare which were once
so common? If persons tell me that
it is because the priest objected to
them they will also have to tell me
how it happened that the priest did
. not object to them before the .famine
times, when the people danced as they
listed, and when the priest’s influence
over the social relations of his par-
ishioners was much more unquestion-
! ed than it is now;when they would
lhave only to say the word, and danc-
ing was dead in every parish in the
country.{

The Famine Killed Gaiety

The fact is, Cross-roads dancing be-
gan to fall away when the famine
bent the spirit of the people; then
came evictions when homes were bro-
ken up, and families were dispersed:
Scattered like dust and leaves,when

the matter and if satisfied after

a trial and investigation the

Society will welcome you into
its ranks. The membership in-
cludes very many of the best
families in the city. The first

step is to Phone up 1576.

The Win-ipeg Co-Operative
Society Limited

COR. ELGIN AND NENA

0000000000000000000000000

CONSTIPATION.

the mighty blasts of October
Seize them, and whirl them aloft, and Although generally describied as
sprinkle them far o’er the ocean. . l‘di”“e- can never ":l" ‘“::a'
'ljhen came a terrible struggle for ':&‘:ho‘i me:;ﬁl‘;:o&edm be the
lifa  between those who remained, lives® n‘mim of an inability to

which warped or broke the old bonds
of friendship that had bound families
together as one, without formality or
suspicion. 1 was not then born, but
I will let the late A. M, Sullivan des-
cribe the social transformation which
followed those events; he witnessed it
all, and he krew the people well,
much better than their present critics.
»Tt is impossible for anyonme who
knew the country previous to that pe-
riod, and who has thoughtfully stud-
ied it since, to avoid the conclusion
that so much has been destroyed, or
so greatly changed, that the Ireland
of old times will be seen no more. A
thousand kindly usages and neighbor-
ly courtesies were swept away. * * *
The open-handed open-hearted ways of

regularly evacuate the bowels, and
as a regular action of the bowels is
absolutely essential to general
health, the leastirregularity should
never be neglected.

MILBURN’S

LAXA-LIVER PILLS
have no equal for relieving and
curing Constipation, Biliousness,
Water Brash, Heartburn, and all
Liver Troubles.

Mr, A, B. Bettes, Vancouver, B.C,,
writes :—For some years past I was
troubled with chronic constipation
and bilionus headaches. I tried
nearly everything, but only got
temporary relief. A friendinduced
me to try Laxa-Liver Pills, and
they cured me completely,

Price 26 cents per box, or b boxes

for $1.00, all dealers, or majled
direct on receipt of price,
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it out as the finest trait of Irish fe-
male character.”

the rural population have been visibly

‘ Toronto, Ont.
affected by tha ‘“‘Forty-seven’’ ordeal.
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GREAT
NORTHERN
RAILWAY

OFFICE, 498 MAIN STREET
TELEPHONE 1%

“Rou’e of the Flyer”

World’s Fair
St. Louis

R
$35.50 | $39.40
Eighteen Days Sixty Days

Excellent Train Service
Equipment Thoroughly Modern

Leave Can, Nor. Depot 5.20 p.m. daily
Leave Can. Pac. Depot 1.55 p.m. daily

Full information from

R. J. SMITH, D. T. CUMMINGS,
Dist. Fgt. & Pass, Agt. Tkt. Agt.
50 YEARS®
EXPERIENCE

TRADE MARKS
DESIGNS

COPYRIGHTS &C.

Anyone sending s sketch and descrlgtlon may
quickly ascertain our opinion free whether an
invention is probably patentable. Communica-
tiona strictly confidential. HANDBOOK on Patents
sent free. Oldest agency for securing patents,

Patents taken through Munn & Co. receive
pectal notice, without charge, tn the

Scientific American,

A handsomely {llustrated weekly. Largest cir.
culation of any scientific journal. Terms, $3 a
year; four months, $1. 8old by all newsdealers.

MUNN & Co,zereresawer. New York

3
‘Brapch Office, 625 F 8t., Washington, D. C.

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION.
Austin St., near C.P.R. Station.

Pastor, Rev. A, A, CHERRIER.

SUNDAYS—l.ow Mass, with short

instruction, 8.30 a.m.

High Mass, with sermon,

a.m.

Vespers, with an occasional

mon, 7.15 p.m.

Catechism in the Church, 3 p.m.
N.B.—Sermon in French on Srst
Sunday in the month, 9 a.m. Meet-
ing of the chi'dren of Mary 2nd and
4th Sunday iu ithe month, 4 p.m.
WEEK DAYS—Massesat7and 7.30 a.m.

On first Friday in the month,

Mass at 8 a.m. Benediction at

7.30 p.m.

N.B.—Confessions are heard on Sat-
urdays from 3 to 10 p.m., and every
day in the morning before Mass.

C. M. B. A.

Grand Deputy for Manitoba.
Rev. A. A. Cherrier, Winnipeg, Maa.

Agent of the CM.B.A.

for the Province of Manitoba with
| power of attorney, Dr. J. K. Barrett,
; Winnipeg, Man.

10.30
ser-

. The Northwest Review is the offie-
ial organ for Manitoba and the North-
west, of the Catholic Mutual Benefit
Association.

BRANCH 52, WINNIPEG.
Meets in No. 1 Trades Hall, Fould'»
Block, corner Main and Market Sts.,
every 1st and 3rd Wednesday in each
month, at 8 o'clock, p.m.

OFFICERS OF BRANCH 52 C. M.
B. A,, FOR 1904.

Spiritual  Advisor-«Rev.

Father
Cahill, 0. M. I,
Chancellor—Bro. W. F. X. Brown-
rigg.

President—Bro. R. Murphy.

st Vice-Pres.—Bro. Dr. McKenaty.
2nd Vice-Pres.—Bro. W. R. Bawlf.
Rec.-Sec.—~R. F. Hinds, 128 Grea-

_ DESIGN—Most Artistic.
PINISH— Unequalled.
TONE~—Fancied by all Musi-

cal Authorities.

._..._)o(__.._.

THE D. W. KARN CO., LTD.
TELEPHMONE 1816
SHow Rooms—282 PORTAGE AVE.

ville St.

Asst. Rec.-Sec. — Bro. H. .Brown-
rigg.

Fin.-Sec.~W. J. Kiely, 424 Notre
Dame Ave.

Treas.—Bro W. Jordan.
Marshall—Bro. J. Gladnich.
Guard—Bro. T. F. Gallagher.
Trustees—Bros. I. O. Genest, J.
Gladnich, M. Conway, M. A.
McCormick, P, Shea.. :
Medical Examiner—«Bro. Dr. Mo
"~ “Ketity, Baker Block, Main St,
Delegate to Grand Council—Past
Chancellor Bro. D. Smith.
Alternate—Chancellor Bro. E. J.
Bawlf,

OFFICERS OF BRANCH 163, C.
M. B. A, FOR 1904.

Why be Tied to a
Hot Kitchen?
USE A

GAS RANGE

and you have heat only where, when

and as long as you want it.

Call and see these stoves before
buying.

AUER LIGHT CO.

Telephone 236.

First Communion
Suits

For Boys

In Black, Blue, Worsted, and
Serge, all sizes, 24 to 30.
. Prices range from $3.50 to $4.00

¢ Our Men’s

Shirt Sale

‘Is in full blast. so dozen Fine

Cambric Shirts, Sale Price, 73c¢

T.D. DEEGAN

556 Main St.

The Rule
of Purity

Purity in medicines may mean
life and health to you. You
can be sure of pure drugs
and accurate dispensing here.
A prescription is compounded
under the eye of Mr. Wise
himself. .

H, A. WISE & €O.

Druggists. Nclntyre Block,

215 Portage Avenue

President—A. Picard.

1st Vice-Pres.—G. Altmayer.

2nd Vice-Pres.—J. J. Kelly,

Rec.-Sec.—J. Marinski, 180 Aus
tin street.

Assist. Rec.-Sec.—J. Schmidt.

Fin.-Sec.—Rev. A. A. Cherries.

Treasurer—J, Shaw.

Marshall—C. Meder.

Guard--1,. Hout,

Trustees—M. Buck, H. Wass,

Rep. to Grand Council—Rev, A.

) A. Cherrier.

Alternate—James E. Manning,

ST. MARY'S COURT NO. 276.

Gathelic Order of Forasters

Meets 1st and 3rd Thursday im
Trades Hall, Fould's Block, at 8.80
pP.m.

Chief Ranger—J. J. McDonald.

Vice-Chief Ranger—R. Murphy.

Rec.-Sec.—W. J. Kiely, 424 Notre

Dame ave. P. O. Box 469

Fin.-Sec.—I1. P. Raleigh,

Treasurer—Jno. A. Coyle. .

Rep. to State Court—J. J. Me

Donald.

Alternate—F. W. Russell.

Senior Conductor—F. W. Russell.

Junior Conductor—R. Chevrier.

Inside Sentinel—-W. Mahoney.

(In Faith and Friendship)

Catholic Club

OF WINNIPEG.

COR. MAIN AND MARKET STREETS
- Established 1goo

FOULDS BLOCK

The club is located in the most
central part of the city, the rooms
are large, commodious and well
equipped.

Catholic gentlemen visiting the
city are cordially invited to visit
the club.

Open every day from 11 a.m. {o
11 p.m. )

F. W. RUSSELL, H.H.COTTINGHAM,
President Hon.-Secretary




