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HISTlOR.y 0F TEE DOCTRINE. 0F A.TONEMENýT.

IBY RIEV. JAMES FREEMAN CLARKE.

WÉ m~ust stop' out histôtical snrvey -at this point, sai4
etetourselvqes.witK >.few closing rematks *suggested by

bis ciuýsory view àf tho subjet.
1. 'lu tracing the history- of this doctrine, we have àeen

-that it divides itself intô ihree distinct periods, in eac h éf
w-%hich a différent idea bas cha:racterized t he prevailing and
orthodoxt the6ry. :Dtuiig the first and -largest-7of thiese

peiiods, this l-eadliig idea w as'of a confiÉot be*t*eei' good
and evil, and'the death of Christ wasù. ransorn- paid to the
powers of darkness to redeem rnenfrom their dominion.
During the second jperiod, the main thouïght is of a debt
-Which the sinner owes to -God, which , t isirapossible for
'himi to pay exÈcept by the aid of Christ. -And ini the third,
period, the »otion -which -gives its characieîio the- doctrinàe
is that of 'a Goverment, and a necessity of lstate whicli
makes it impossible to fobrgivIe sin, except by such a.:dis-
play of "the indigiïation of God, as will rre*iant t-hé'eývi
éonseqitences ýwhich iriglit otherwise -oceur. Aceording
to- 'éâcb. theory, -Christ dies to satisfy Divine justice; but
in the flrst, this justice lias reference l.o the rig'hts and
lawful claims of thé, devil ; in the second, to the riglits and
lhonor -of God hxs];in th-e third, to. tfIe -order of theý
un. ivers e, ana 'the daims of Gocl's creatures. There is
also, a, nee'essity for. Christ's death ace'orà~ig to each,
theory,;.but in the first, this necessity w fonaded 'onC God's
supposed xeaios to.the supernatuxal .world ; lu -the ;se-
coud, on his relations to himself -in "the "th-ird, on his


