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EARLY DISCOVERIES IN AMERICA.

MR RAFN OX THE FIRST BXPRDITIONS OF THE NORTHMRN.

Charles F. Rafn, author of Antiguitates American, "1+
prepared the followiuy paper, descriptive of the early dis
coveries of the Northmeu in America. Beveral disjointed
statements of the Northmen's early exploratious have been
published, but this paper, ‘communicated by Mr. Rafa in
order to correct prevalent errors and give still further pub-
licity to important historical facts, 1 worih preservation :

¢ The Dane Gardar, of Swedish origin, was the first North-
man who discovered fcelund, in 863. Only afew out-places
of this country had been visited previously, about 70 years
before, b{zlrish hermits. Eleven years subsequently, or in
873, the Norwegian Ingolf began” the colonization of the
eountry, which was completed during a space of 60 years.
The colonists, many of whom belonged to the most illus
trious and most civilized families in the North, established
in Iceland a flourishing Republic. Here, on this distant
isle-rock, the Old'Danish or O!d-Northern language was
preserved unchanged for centuries, and here in the Eddas
were treasured those Folk-sougs and Folk-myths, aund in
the Sagas those historical Tales and Legends, which the
first settlers had brought with them fiom their Scandinavian
mother-lands. Tceland was therefore the cradle of on his-
orieal literature of immense value.

¢ The situation of the island and the relationship of the
colony to foreign countries in its earlier period, compelled
its inhabitants to exercise and develope their hereditary
maritime skill, and thirst for new discoveries across the
ghyoat ocean. As early as the year 877 Gunnbiorn saw for
the first time the mountainous coust of Greenland. Bat
this land was first visited by Erik the Red, in 983, who
three years afterwards, in 986, by means of Icelandic emi
grants, established the first colony on its southwestern

latitude 41® 24 , 10, or just that of the promontories which
limit the entrances to M. unt Hope Bay, where Leit's booths
were built. and in the district around which the old North.
“¥en hﬁd their head establisament, which wes named by
op.
", ‘The Northmen were also acquainted with American
1and will farther to the South, called by them Hvitraman.
“a‘::if(ﬂe land of the white men)or Irland it mikla
( edt Ireland). The exact situation of this country is not
stated ; it was probably North and South Carolina,

Georgia and Flor; . :
Greenland set, o:"l;h In 1266 some priests at Gardar in

4 A 100t & voyage of discovery to the Artic
'gS‘O"Q of Ameriea. ~An astronomical observation proves
tBt::i:hz: t%zklptm‘h:?n{vh ‘Lancuwr 8ound and Barrow’s
atitude li ) .
memoraadum sapply ellington’s Channel. The last

ed by the old icelandi .
voyage from Greenland toylhrkl:nd il:el;z-,‘.ﬁ records is

The French navy has an aggregate strength of 478 shi;
carrying 9,718 guns.  Of the whole number of vessels, %‘4'

are iron-clad in whole or in part. One hundred and eleven
of the number are sailing vessels.

shore, where afterwards, in 1124, the Bishop’s See of
Gardar was founded, which subsisted for upwards of 300
years. The head firths or bays were uamed after the
chiefs of the expedition. Erik the Red settled in Kriks.
firth, Kinar, Ratn and Ketil in the firths called after them,
aud Heriulf on Heriulfsues. Ona voyage from Iceland to
Greenland this same year, (986), Biarne, the son of the
latter, was driven far out to ses towards the south-
west, and for the first time beheld the coasts of the Amer-
ican lands, afterwards visited and named by his coutrymen.
[n order to examine these countries more narrowly, Leif,
tae furtunate, son of Erik the Red, undertook a voyaze of
discovery thither in the year 1000. He landed on the
shores described by Biarne, detailed the character of these
lands more exactly, snd gave them names according to
their appearance: Helluluud, (Newfoundland) was so
called fgom its flat stones, Markland, (Nova Scotia) from
its woods, and Vineland (New England) from its vines,
Here he remained some time, und constructed lurge houses,
called after him Leitsbudir (Leif's Booths). A German,
usmed Tyrker, who accompuauied Leif on this vogage, was
the man who found the wild vines, which he recognised
from having seen thew in his own land, and Leif gave the
country its name from this circumstance. Two years after.
wards Leit’s brother, Thorwald, repaired thit r, sud in
1003, caused an expediuon to be undertaken to the south,
along the shore, but he was killed in ths summer of 1004
on a vovage northwards, in a skirmish with the natives.

¢ The most distingnished, however, of all the first Amer.
ican discoverers is Thorafinn Karlsefne, an Islander, whose
genealogy is carried back in the Old-Northern annals to
Danish, Swedish, Norwegian, Scottish and Irish ancestors,
some of them of royal blood. In 1006 this chief on a
merchant voyage, visited Greenland and there married Gu-
drid, the widow or Thorstein (son of Erik the Red), who
had died the year before in an unsuccessful expedition to

ISLAND OF ORLEANS.

AN HISTORICAL SKETCH OF THE ISLE OF OR-
LEANS,

BOWEN, %8Q.

(CONTINUED,)

BY N, H.

This part of the Island possesses no little interest, as hav-

Quebec, in 1759 ; the troops having disembarked st St.
Laurent, were marehed up to this point and placed under
canvas, and sundry rédoubts were constructed as shown in
the chart acoompenying Hawkins' Picture of Quebec.
From this spot Wolfe (fresh from his victory at Louis-
bourg,-Cape Breton,) first looked upon the harbor of Que-
beo and that frowning citadel, the Gibraltar of America,

allowed to quote it entire :

ing been the basis ot Wolf’s operations at the capture of

which he was ordered to besiege. Warburton has drawn
such an interesting picture of thip incident thas I must be

od BB
Vineland. Accompanied by his wife, who encot:;:E thret
to this voyage, and by a crew of 160 men ?‘to Vinelssd
vessels, he repaired in the spring <:ifhlf(:) o0 €0 m:
where he remained for three yeuxﬁ,e :’nhis M ad rd bo

o e
icutions with the aborigines, £ an illt
Illnli"r:ns son, Suorre, who became the l:o“:l 9‘:88 ver o’il'
trious famuly in Iceland, which gave the. b ¢ olebrat

His daughter’s son was 136 /0 8
Bishop Thorlak Runolfson, who publis 'ku;:il to Vio
tian Code of Icelaud. In 1121 Bishop Eri e of 'mugﬂ‘
lund from Greenland, doubtless for the P’}:’fh
ening his countrymen in their Christian 18t e

¢ The notices given by the old Iqelsndxcb voyr o actions 3e
lers respecting the climate, the soil and the P e b8 "
this new country are very chsuctel‘““c'be cleventh 50
even & statement of this kind as old a- ¢ of Lremen f)”,
tury from a writer not s Northman, Ac mthe king of D20y
states, on the authority of Svein Esu idson, the country ‘k'
o ark, a nej hew of Canute the Great, that Teiss Fem:; -
its name from the vine growing wild 'th%‘e' Jish re-disc®
able coincidence in this respect that its Fogll

its first bishops.

ic
chros! %

ioh 18
’ land "hw l“]y
for the same reason, named the larze '3 ontsneo.
Zf:»’wooﬁ' the const Martha's Vineyard. “s,ﬁ.o found "
growing wheut (maize or Indian corn,) W e
is country. he navv. .
‘h“" Ic: the erm time it is the total .l'““lt oit;t e 0_"‘5::,.
ye graphical and astronomical eyldeuci?:he co “""'991 e
documents, which places the situarion ge oF dsy®’ wﬁon
covered beyoud all doubts. The uum :riking escrif s
tween the several newly-fcund lands, the "ﬂ 3 -banks of, " op
of the consts, especially the white “’ of & culia’ St
Scotia and the long beaches nnd down.n
pearance on Cape Cod (the Kmlnrnei:“kem
of the Northmen) are not to be m & that b
hereto we have the astronomical rema which
day in Vineland was nine hours long,

ne!

¢ Acoom by the chie;:v
an escort of light infantrY
pushed on to the extremity of ::n.
magnificent but dishesrtening -
the summit of the highest ;:l"“‘”.
Great River, from whenoe "¢ the 100 y
French flag waved. The o
crowned with formidable wbelow 6
every favorable spot above, ! irhis stroos
were batteries bristling with 8}“‘;;mi
the right flank of & position, elgof b
and the deep and rapid strea™ he S
left ; the shoals and rocks of
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the broad front, and the rich vailey .o
the prosperous and besutiful villag® jtality 12
Lskz Besauport, gave shelter ﬂd “‘5‘;
crested bank of some height °::;

the main line of defences from

to wesh




