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The fart is ae are starving, or rather, mur abilities are being: stunted'for the
scant of artistic food; something apen which the mind may feed-aome-
thing co gratify the eye. We are frequently hearmg (rom cr young men
who go ta the large cities in the United States and Europe chat îhey are
constancly haing opporunlties of seing the works or masters In
decorative uork, such as stained glass, pottery. painting, etc. They inhale
the atmosphere and are consequenly bencfited intellrcmally. artistically.
and I might add physically. as the mind bas acquired a satisfaction it bas
long craved for.

So we must have museums of good works-masterpieces of the vanais
ages in ali the arts-examples of which can now easily he obtained throcngh
the wonderful developmnt of the graphic photo-reproducing presnes.
Our Government should maee an annul grant for the purpose of collecting
such works. Let as not be behind our sister colonies. Whac a grmd
example Australia is showing us; the Government grant sote thousands
of pounds annually on the art collections for their museums.

In conclusion, I twll suggest something whieh might be done te give art
students a stimulus and increase the inierest in chat brancb of education.
At present, in our city especially. there arm quite a number of large publie
works in course of erecton-The City Buildings, University, Parliament
Buildings, etc. Some fe wseeks ago I was commissioned te cae a look
aroind the new Parliament Buildings to make sketchesofinteresting points,
ormental detail, etc. t wcererod ceauna with a feeling of disappoint.
ment chat such a grand opportunity for appropriate decoration had been
neglectel. Although it la hardly justifiale tu criticie chu ,buildingsin cheir
present unfinished condition, still enough was completd te prove tome
hait quite an improvement might bave becn made In what s being donce In

the way of carving. 1 noticed that any panels or portions of the building
with a suggestion of carving are being hlled up with chat common. very
commun, stereotyped piece ofornament which can be sen icc almost cvry
building that bas ber erected hem wiiithe past few years. Every dwell-
ing of any pretentions bas, seemingly without any motive, a licite piece of
ibis ornament either n terra cota or carved in brown. scone. ail of which
stiggests te my mind that the stone carver la given fri licene to carvre what
he likes., t do not wish it to be understood chat I find any grave fault wich
the present style of residential architecture; on the contrary, 1 cmust con-
gratulate the architects of or eity open the strices chat have been made of
laie in hrse bmilding and decoration; and also the citizens opan chir
failth in and appreciation of the architectes and dectoars' endravors te
crente the beautificl. as evidenced by the many fine dvellings shat have been
created in oue city lately. We mut exercise care even her, however, lest
we err on the side of the ridiculous by employing too much meaningless
decoration. I think I notice a growing tendency to plaster on ornancent
anywherandeverywherewithoutetidentlytheslightRt thought ofsymmetery
of design. In fact, soee of or met costly iouses are becoming monsters
et uglines.
I ws speaking of the stereotyped and meaningless pattern of design

used as ornement on the Parliament Buildings. Instead of ail this scroll
ornament, why not use, invent or caus e obe inventei. some new con-
ventionalized ornament of Canadian wild doaers or Jas relief of historic
and allegoric events in Canadien history. Had ve propery organized Art
Schols and cmases, indcements might tc oflered ta pupils te substit
designs for the digeérent portions of such buiclings. Even though a
number of theme might not be practical, something mighc be gleaerd (rom

chem ce suggest a god design, and I'm sue choc some grctifyingesults
could In this way be reched. Such action avould resuit ingiving great
stimulus tou art education.

Although too lace for the outside work on the Parliacent Buildings, chere
will ie a grat.amount of interior decoration where some special induce-
mente might h olererd fer designs; or, iiteht going to+such a high
standard as should e required for ihis work, why not tue a suggestion
from Ruskin 'and oger prizes fer the decorating of our Pulic School
interiora which, with their bae walls, ar an eyesore, and as for their
outside appearance, the les said the better.

MODE OF MAKING FINE PRESS BRICK.
GEORGE CARNELL.,of Philadelphia, Pa., the well.known manufacturer

of hand and power brick presses. gives the following concise directions for
making fine front bricks:

c. It ls important that the clay should beowell tempered, a clay tempering
wbeel producing the boss.

a. I is neceasary to have sheds built expressly for chat purpose, the roof
being made so it can be opened toadmitsun and wind; when required doors
are aiso made to prenct the aides of the shed in case tee bigh winds pre.
vil. In sheds built this way, the bricks can be dried with better
regularity.

3. The bricks should be moulded free fram fiasa or send cracks; the
moulds, when in me, must be kept wel cleaned by the off-beaer, as the
accumulation of asnd or dirt on the sides.of theoulds, if not scaped off,
will make a variation in the sires of the bricks when they come to be
pressad.

4 The bricks arr placed on the floor t dry. Wien nearly dry, a light
sieving et snd is put over their faces and they are then turned over chat
tchey may dry more regular. When the bricks dry to tat, a damp carpec
can be placed over theme and sprinkled occasionaily with waier.

5. When the bricks are ready for pressing. say chen tbey can be handled
without iinger marks, the press is chen taken to the bricks (or vice versa) ;
the bricks are chen carefully placed ce the press mould, rare being caken
chat they ure not marked while dropping thet .n. -The bricks must be
kept free from finger marks.

6. The modd, plate and lid should bekept clean; a sharp-pointed bard
wood stick la brat te cles the corners of the mould out with. This abouti
bie doe, and the mould wiped out every few bricks; occasonally it will be
found necessary te raise the bottom plate and scrape the dirt from arouncd
the ides; afier cleaning, apply a litle oil.

y. From tie press the bricks are carried with paddles and laid on their
flats, about six high.

8. Wheu the bricks are parti dried, they are 'tibbed carefuilly with the
band, and hacked on their edges, pigeon.hole shaped, for drying. By
pigen-hole hacking, ve mean placing the bricks two on iwe, and reversing
them evera course. Aftr they have beeome bard enough to handle without
danger of injuring thoem, they are placd on a batrow, with pices of soft
carpet or blanket betweenthe courses; they are then backed in sheds and
ar ready for the kil.

9. After the day's pressing is finished. cte the piste and plonger out of
the mould, scrape ali the dirt off, wipe rlr and oit the mould. plate and
plunger. By keeping the press and mould clean is will give better satisfac.
tion.

The lYontreal Terra Cotta Lumber Co., Limited,
A. DESJARDINS, M.P., PRESIDENT. WORKS AND HEADQUARTERS, MAISSONEUVE.

MANUFACTURERS OF

POROUS TERRA COTTA FIREPROOFINO MATERIAL
Fire Proof, Sound Proof, Vermin Proof and Danp Proof.

la now in use in 26 different buildings in Montreal, among which are the following:
St. Joseph Church, Richmond Street; a block of five tenements on St. Mark Street; Dr. Bullers private residence on Drmmmnd

Street; the City Hall on Notre Dame Street; W. E. Blumhardt's newi residence on Maple Street; Joel Leduc's new
residence on Upper St. Urbain Street; A. Bennett's business block, St. Lawrence Street.

ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO
N. T. GAGNON, Agent and Manager, - - 86 St. Peter Street, MONTREAL.

Samples and estimales on apolhcation

THE CROMPTON SYSTEM
INCANDESCENT AND ARC ELECTRIC LIGHTING, OF ENGLAND.

This syste is acknowaledged .by ail this impartial epaerls to be the best in teis world. For isolated
Plants or Central Stations there are none superior. Cost is very low.

General Agents In Canada:
THlE KEEGANS-MILNE CO., - - MONTREAL.

INTEPIOR WIRING A SPECIALTY. WRITE FOR EsTiacATES,


