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The fact is we are starving, or rather, our abilities are being’ stinted for the
want of artistic food ; something upon which the mind may feed—some-
thing to gratify theeye. We are frequently hearmg from our young men
who go to the large cities in the United States and Europe that they are

ly having opp i of secing the works of masters in
detorative work, such as stained glass, pol(ery. painting, clc. Thcy mhale

. them 1o suggest a good design, and I'm sure that some gratifying results

could in this way be reached. Such action would result in ‘giving great
stimulus to art education.

Although oo late for the outside work on the Parliament Buildings, there
will be a great amount of interior decoration where some special induce-
ments mighl be offered for designs ; ‘or, without going to-such a high

the phere and are 2!
and I might add physically, as the mind has ncqulred a sausfacuon nhns
long craved for,

So we must have of good work of the various
ages in all the arts—examples of which can now casily be obtained throngh
the wonderful development of the graphic photo-reproducing processes.
Our Government should make an annual grant for the purpose of collecting
such works. Let us not be behind our sister colonies, What a grand
example Australia is showing us; the Government grant some thousands
of pounds on the art for their

In conclusion, I will suggest something which might be done to give art
students a stimulus and increase the interest in that branch of education.
At present, in our city especiaily, there are qmto a number of hrge public
works in course of ion—The City Bui !

Buildings, cte. Some few wecks ago 1 was commnssnoned lo wkea look
around the new P: gs 1o make sketchesof i g points,
ornamental detail, ete, | wandered around with a feeling of disappoint-
ment that such a grand opportunity for appropriate decoration had been
neglected.  Although it is hardly justifiable to criticize the buildings in their

" Buildi

dard as should be required for this work, why not Iakcasuggesuou
from Ruskin and offer ptizes for the dcc.‘ors(mg of our Public School
interiors which, with their bare walls, are an eyesore, and as for their
outside appearance, the less said the better, .

. MODE OF MAKING FINE PRESS BRICK,

GEORGR CARNELL, of Philadelphia, Pa,, the well-known manulacturer
of hand and power brick presses. gives the following concise directions for
making fine front bricks:

1. It is important thai the clay should be well tempered, a clay lempermg
wheel producing the best.

2. It is necessary to have sheds built expressly for that purpose, the roof
being made s0 it can be opened toadmit sun and wind ; when required doors
are also made to protect the sides of the shed in case too high winds pre-
vail.  In sheds built this way, the bricks can be dried with better
regularity,

3 The bricks should be moulded free from flaws or sand cracks; the
moulds, when in use, must be kept well cleaned by the ofi-bearer, as the

present unfinished condition, still enough was eompletcd to prove tome
that guite an improvement might have been made in what is being done in
the way of carving. 1 noticed that any panels or portions of the building
with a suggestion of cavving are being filled up with that common, very
common, stereotyped piece of ornament which can be seen in alinost every
Luilding that has been erected here within the past few years. Every dwell-
ing of any pretentions has, seemingly without any motive, a little piece of
this ornament either W tena cotta or carved in brown. stone, all of which
siggests to my mind that (he stone carver is given full license to carve what
he likes. . 1 do not wish it 10 be understood that I find any grave fault with
the present style of residential architecture; on the contrary, I must con-
gratulate the architects of our city upon the strides that have been made of
late in house bwiding and decoration ; and also the cmzens upon théir
faith in and appreciation of the architects” and d ! to
créate the beautiful, as evidenced by the many fine dwellings that bave been
erected in our city lately. Wc must exercise c:\re cven here, however, lest
we err on the side of the ri by employing 100 much ingl
decoration.

[ think I noticea gro\vmg lcndency to plaster on omamcm
d everywhere without evid heslightest thought of sy 'y
In fact, some of our most costly houses are bccomlng monsters

anyw
of design.
of ugliness,
1 was speaking of the stercotyped and meaningless pattern of design
used as on the Parli Buildi Instead of all this scroll
ornament, ‘why not use, invent or cause to be invented, some new con-
ventionalized ornament of Canadian wild Aowers or das relief of historic
and allegoric events in Canadian history. Had we proper'y organized Art
Schools and muscums, inducements might be oftered to pupils to submit
designs for the differemt portions of such buildings. Even though a
number of them might not be practical, something might be gleaned from

of sand or dirt on the sides of the moulds, if not scraped off,
will make a variation in the sizes of the bricks when they come to be
pressed,

4. The bricks are placed on the ﬂoor to d:y. When nearly dry, a light

*sleving of sand is put over their faces and they are then_turned over that

they may dry more regular.  When the bricks dry too fast, & darup carpet
can be placed over them and sprinkled oceasionally with water.

5 When the bricks are ready for pressing, say when they can be handled
without finger marks, the press is then taken to the bricks (or vice versa) ;
the bricks are then cavefully placed in the press mould, care being taken
that they ‘are nol marked while dropping them.in, * The bricks must be
kept free from finger marks.

6. The mould, plate and Jid should be'kept clean ; a sharp-pointed hard
wood stick is best to clean the corners of the mould out with. This shoutd
be done, and the mould wiped out every few bricks ; occasionally it will be
found necessary to raise the bottom plate and scrape the dirt I’tom arouncl
the sides ; afer cleaning, apply a litle oil.

7. From the press the bricks are carried with paddies and laid on their
flats, about six high.

8. When the bricks are partly dried, they are rubbed careflllly with the
hand, and hacked on their edges, pigeon-hole shaped, for drying. By
pigeon-hole hacking, we mean placing the bricks two on two, and reversing
them every course.  After they have become hard enough to bandle without
danger of injuring them, they are placed on a barrow, with pieces of sofc
carpet or blanket between ‘the courses ; they are then hacked in sheds and
are ready for the kiln,

9. Alter the day's pressing is finished, take the plate and plunger out of
the mould, scrape all the dirt off, wipe clean and oil the mould, plate and
plunger. By keeping the press :mdA mould clean it will give better satisfac.
tion,

The Montreal Terra Cotta Lumber Co., Limited,

A. DESJARDINS, M.P., PRESIDENT.

WORKS AND HEADQUARTERS MAISSONEUVE

MANUFACTURERS OF

POROUS TERRA COTTA FIREPROOFING MATERIAI.

Fire Proof, Scund Proof, Vermin Proof and Damp Proof.

Is now in_use in 26 different buildings'in Montrenl, among which are the following :
St. Joseph Church, Richmond Street ; a block of five tenements on St. Matk Street ; Dr. Buller's private restdence on Drummond
Street ; the City Hall on Notre Dame Street ; W, E. Blumhardt's new residence on Maple Street ; Joel Leduc’s new
residence on Upper St. Urbain Street A, Beunnett’s business block, St. Lawrence Street.

ADDRESS ALL CORRBSPONDENCE TO

N. T. GAGNON, Agent and Manager,

86 St.'Peter Street, MONTREAL.

Samples aud eslimala: on a;‘)ﬁlx'ca(ian.

THE CROMPTON SYSTEM

INCANDESCENT AND ARC ELECTRIC LIGHTING, OF ENGLAND.
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This syste

ledged bu all the impartial experts to be the best in the world, For isolated
Plants or Oentrgzl Stations there are none superior. Cost {s very low.

General Agents in Canada:

THI KEEGANS-MILNE CO.,

'INTER10R. WIRING A SPECIALTY.

MONTREAL.

WRITE FOR ESTIMATES.



