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tnerriters in particular. The consequences of
on of the strike are too appalling to, contemplate,
inks of the immense values in the city being with-
r fire protection either from robbers or flrebugs,
abject to a disastrous conflagration from fires
er accidentally or malevolently.
ier regrettable incident occurred in Tor 'onto. On
Deceniber the Toronto Police Force went out on

ýy had formed a union and obtained a charter
rades and Labor Council and had made several
on. the Police Commissioners, amongst them being
in pay and a better distribution of the hours of
Police Commissioners were prepared to ineet

>st of the important points, including permission
inion amongst themeselves, but absolutely declined
nce any recognition of a charter froin the Trades
Council, contending that an affiliation of this

lit be fraught with grave danger in the event of
s, A compromise settiement was arrived at after
y an agreemnent that the charter should be retain-
a decision by a Royal Commission te be appointed
ýruuaent. If the Commission decides against the
f the. charter, the men must give it up. Lt la
note that during the period of the strike no ser-
r disorders occurred ia the city.
lty bas been given the chief to take on sufficient
)enable the Toronto lire brigade te be run on a
kon systemn, and the new system cornes întc, effect

Toronto Commission Rules

ttleinent of the long-drawn-out and contentious
the rates of commission which shall be paid in

ýhief agents, general agents, city agents and brok-
Peuding. It wîlI corne up for further discussion at
nual meeting of the. Canadien Fire Underwriters,
whieh will be held next month.

hitario's Investigation of the C.F.IXÂ.

cpected that the rePort of the commissioner (the
isqtive Masten> appointed some time ago by the On-
mnment to, luvestigate complaints lodged against the
ire Underwriters' Association. will b. presented to
nent at the. fortbcoming session of the House. The.
n has broadened out to a much greater extent
it first contemplated. The. feeling of the coin-
rally is thnt this should result tu their advantage,
desîrous of giving the fullest information regard-
,ethods of rating, etc. If one niay b. permitted
,he evidence given beforethe comniissioner fully
Scomipanies of any 11arbitrariness"' in their meth-
was alleged by the complainauts.

Standardisation of Policy Forme

by varlous interests to secure a standard policy
me tbroughout ail the provinces of the Dominion
ly been suppleniented by the action of the. Ontario
ition, wbich body has, of its own accord, actively
ia question and is lending its influence and advice
s desirable end.

Report of Conservation Commission
>mmittee of Conservation appointed by tIie Do-
ernment issued a voluminotus report during the
ch amongst other matters is dealt with Borne lire
ouditions in Canada. No doubt this report has
deal to do wlth lie Dominion goverament calling
Sabove nientioned for the purpose of discussing

nean. of reducing the fire waste throughout the

Halifax Fir. Claims

sltter of dlaimns agaiust the lire insurance com-
ng out of the terrible excplosion in Halifax harbor
mnber, 1917. bas practically now been seltled, the
tnd the Halifax Relief Commission (appoinled by
)n Government) having agreed upon a contribu-

tion by the companies to the commission of an amount repre-
senting the actual fire damage done-the commission to, look
after the question of reimbursement out of the relief funda
for explosion damages.

Increasing Values and Co-Insurances

The effect of the co-insurance clause upon the settiement
of losses in view of the heavy increases in values and the
latter's effect upon the "cost of replacement" has been very
mnrked since the beginning of the war; so much so that the
attention of the public bas in various ways been directed to
the necessity of a revision of their insurance prior to the
occurrence of a loss. Similar conditions are likely to prevafl
for some time to come.

Munition Factories

The question of the insurance upon munition factories
and other "war-time" risks is giving the companies much
concern. The interval that has elapsed between the signing
of the armistice and the present date bas been too short to en-
able one to know what action the companies generally will
decide upon in regard to such risks, but the fact that even
the government's own factory in Toronto (British Forgings,
Ashbridge's Bay) sustained a serious loss by lire seventeen
days after the signing of the armistice is enough to, seriously
disturb underwriters.

The War
No review of the year 1918 would he complet. without a

reference to the part taken in the war by miea connected with
the fire insurance business ia Canada. They have a record
te be proud of in the matter of voluntary enlistaients and of
honors won upon the field.

Effects of Peace

The annual reports issued by the Canadian Ba'nkts so farý
t4is year show stupendous increases over last year in assets
and in deposits and at the present time Canada is enjoyîng
an era of prosperity unprecedented inalber bistory. There
are those wbo propbesy that lie signing of peace will resuit
ia a widespread business depression in the Dominion. There
are others wbo predicet the direct opposite. The "optimist-
propiets" seem to be in the majority. But no matter whîch
prediction turas out te, be tbe correct one it means little
relief from worry to the lire underwriter, who must ever
exercise unceaslng vigilance no matter wbat business condi-
tions prevail, as experience bas proved tbat the conditions
wiich accompany great national prosperity caîl for as careful
scrutiny as those wbici attend upon periods of financial de-
pression.

MANITOBA STOCK MEN MEET AT BRANDON

The. flret meeting of wiat was essentially tie farinera'
week in Brandon, was held on January 6th, constituting a
joint mass meeting of the. horse, cattie, sieep, and swiae
breeders' associations of Manitoba. Stock men fromn ail
parts of tie province were in attendance.

John Crawford, reeve ot Elton, presided over the initial
gathering. W. C. McKillican, superintendent of the Dominion
Experiniontal Farm la Brandon, was the. first speaker. "Corn
and Roots as Feed," was the subject. "lAnytblng that will
work out for the feeding of stock is well worth considering
la view of the difficulties farmers bave continually to face in
the winter months," said Mr. McKillican. "The problem of
stecking was on. of the. big dfifficulties. Many new beginners
become discouraged, when trying te grow corn. This last
year was successful ia growing roots, and the question arose
as te which is the best crop te, grow. Livestock must have
teed of a succulent nature. The plentiful supply of succulent
rmcta made livestock such a successful industry in Great
Britain. The ma difficultyr was la tie matter cf storage.
Il waa an easy inalter for farniers, who had a silo.
When succulent roots were provided, cows produced equally
as weUl ia the winter as la the summer niontis."


