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upon, whereby it xviii be possible to work out a tentative
programme that wÎli do substantial justice to ail the
economie groups in Cainadai. Oniy through intelligent
and restrained discussion, through a lii1ve-and-Iet-ixe
poficy, wiil it be possible, to effeet that harniony in our
lîue without whîch solidaritv in citizenshîp cannot be
attained. Extremists mu,,t give way on both sides; and
it must be reaiized that only in process., 4f timeu can any-
thing approximating to eu-)cnic justice2 be wu-rkecd out.
Tc that end it would be well if certaih îinterests in the
East should cease patronizing Western Cantada and par-
ticuiariy western famr.Surely, what the West bas
accomnpiished during the course of this struggie entities
it to better treatment.

It is impossible, within present limiîts of space, to deal
with these questions in their entirety, and further con-
,-ideration mlusît be left for later treatmient. In con-
ciusion, however, we miay say that the West is at one with
the East in mnany vital questions affecing,. the pro,ýperit\
of the Domiinion. Especiaily arc western farmiers aflx US
that the goverrnment, as well as ail the g-re.at ass0;ciationis
of the country, should take immediate stcps to) prevelit tlle

disocaionof the cconioic lufe of the nation at thle close
of the war, w,ýhether througb unemploy ment or otherwi.se.
To that end it would favor the expansion of our shipping,
programme; the dle\(eopmnent of our great national ports
and harbo')rs; the construction of branchriia linies;
the building of roaids, and so forthi. Thec West, in a
wo)rd, is not p'arochial 01r sectionai in its ititerests. It
demnands a united arid free Canada.

CITY OF LONDON FINANCIES

For the year 1917 the total receipts of the city of J,.ondon,
Ontario, amounited te $1,,314,360 oni account of tlie year 11)17.
and $122,528 On aCCOUnt of the year 1916. There is stili to
be received for 1917 a suai Of $*375,482, making ai total
revenue for 1917 Of $1,727,320. This is almost $ioo,ooo)
above the estimates for the year, there being only a fewý
items which did flot exceed thie amount estimated. The ex-
penditure wvas $1,374,886 for the year 1917, and $*136,io6 for
the year 1io6. Amounts totaliing *21)0,367 are further te be
paid for the past year. The total expenses are, 'therefore,
$1,709,757, which is substantially more than the estimates,
but less than the total revenue. The revenue for the -y-ar
includes an item of *30,896, which was a surplus from the
Year 1917, whereas the surplus of the year 1917 i5 only- $21.-
228.

Tic assets of the city amount t0 *4,407,8o93, of which
$647,088 consists of sinking funds, which are ill in gooî
condition. The total of outstanding debentures is $4,187,-
79- Debenturle issues made during the year totalled approxi-
inatcly $250,000, the largest item being $ îoo,cwoo for the
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AN ABUSE 0F PRIVILEGE

One of Principal Fire Causes Has Net as Yet Bien
Subjected to Any Reguiations

By Henry Lys. e

Vancouver, B.C., August 2, igiS.
We are accustomed to news of fires which have "wiped

-out" villages and towns, or.have grcatiy damaged or destroy-
ed factories and milis or granaries, whose existence was of
great importance to the welf are, not only of their several
localities, but to the province,, the Dominion, the empire, and
to the civilization and the freedora of the world a-t large, and
yet we neither ttake heed, nor measures to prevent the con-
tînuance of such eventg as make Canada infamous by con-
trast wîh other coimtries. We had the right to expect action1
on the part of the Commission of Conservation in this direc-
tion, but we get nothing but precept and reiteraîon of sstate-
ments of whîcli everybody lias been made aware almost con-
tinuousiy during the past fifty years. Had the lires branch
of this ommission been composed of members experienced
in rthe investigation of causes of fires and the adjustînent of
lire dlaims xe wouid have had sensible measures for the pre-
vention of lires long ago.

It is my intention to deai with somnefeatures of the mani-
fes-to recentiy issued by this commission, but, for the present,
to confine myself io an opportunity neglected or ignored,

WVe ail know that many, if net mrost, of 'the serious lires
have their origin in criminal carelessness, and thnt the most
prevalenit practîce in thus carelessness arises froîn the habit
of smoking. Smnokers ar-c now îlie only people who have
liberty of action and exclusive freedom f romn contre]. We
a ,re lexhorted to be seIfd(enying in the use of foods and, Nlhe n
we are flot iegaliy restricted ia quantity, we are obliged to
subînit to. adul,*eration by substitutes. We may net have any-
of the -\wine which maketh glad the heart of mani," but we
have that which may mnake him meianclioly mad. We must
forego the glass of beer necessary 'to the refresirnent Of the
l aboring man. The glass of whisk3ç which warded off coids
in the wet and cold wintry- nighits, or the malaria which pro,-
duced fever, can nowv only bu procurcd on the production of
a doctor's prescription. the housekeeper- is bewildered by the
restriction in the use of sugar and cther commodities which
she lias always found n-cessary-. The very chuldren are d1e-
privedl of cakecs and candies wvitlx which their little lierlts
N\ere fýoimeil\ gladdened. But araidst ail thege deprivations
and restrictions and sedf-denials and dangers of fires the
smioker is allowed to revel in ýthe consumption of that which
is, comparatively, if not altogether, unnecessary 10 healîli or
sustenance'

Leaving out tlie soldiers in the wct and foui trenclies,
or whose nerves have been rackcd by dirt, shieil fires, gas or
wantr' of food during the long davs of toil and exposure and
the niglits of unrest and disturbance, wve are face to face with
the ordixnary smoker, male and female, very few of whom can
truly aver that tobacco, in any form, is realiy necessary to,
their heaith or life. To mo,4t of these people the use of to-
bacco is mercly a marter of habit, whîch they selfishly in-
duIge in without caring for one moment as te the neces sities
and comfort of their families, or ef that loyaity which urges;
seif-denial in every direction. It is needless 10 point out the
a.nnoyancei caused to non-smokers thliogi the abuse of this
habit. Our causewvays are liitered wvith matches and the stulis
of cigars and cigarettes which have beeni thrown dow-n whilst
yet burning. When we further reflect on tic fact that to pro-
duce the varions forms of smoike, elie labor of cultivation, mai-
uifacture and marketing would, if rightly used, produce and
dispense an immense amounit of that food, frosn which ail are
debarred, we cainnot but conclude that the question of the
habit of smoking and kits course of menace should have had
sorne consideration and action on the. part of the Commission
o)f so-called Conservation.
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