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THE MARCHING QUESTION,

*“ The marching question,” for it was in-
evitably destined to become a * question,”
is beginning to be understood 1n its varying
aspects. Primarily the capabilities of the
army as a fighting force are begirning to.be
recognized : secondly, the ntterly unservice-
able nature of a great portion of the soidier’s
equipment is being proved ; and, thirdly,
the “ weeding-out ” process becomes as cer-
tain as the law ot gravity, for already the
grumbler has been heard, and there are
rumors current in Aldershot that no end of
men are going to leave at the expiration of
theirseven years period. Be it so. Itis one of
the very best of signs. Though numerically
less, the army will be really infinitely moré
efficient for being quit of the weak and lazy,
who on a campaign become an intolerable
burden, taxing to the utmost the resources
and patience of a commander. It is in-
evitable that a sudden increase in the
amount of work demanded of the soldier,
morally altering to some extent the cond:-
tions of his enlistment, would have some
such effect as I here foreshadow, but the fact
that by far the great majority at Aldershot,
where the marches have been stiffer than at
any other station, have quietly settled down
to the work and regard it as necessary,
shows that the true spirit of soldiering is not
to be looked for 1n vain. Compensation for
the extra wear and tear of boots and clothing
incidental to the increased work demands,
however, urgent and immediate attention to
prevent njustice and to reward the spirit of
tolerance with which the marching exercises
are, on the whole, regarded by the men. In
my despatches from the New Forest alluded
to the necessity which existed for this pro-
vision, on account of the then extraordinary
destruction of clothing, and pointed out that
most of the men could never again wear
several of their garments. H.R.H. the Duke
of Connaught, in his official report, made a
similar suggestion, and, I have no doubt, is
prepared to further the reasonable and
modest request of all ranks, that something
should be done to meet the permanently
altered circumstances which have recently
come about.—Naval and Military Record.

A recruit was put on sentry the other
nght at the Barracks at Woolwich, who
didn't know the exact ins and outs of the
business. A good-natured chum brought
him a sandwich from the Canteen, and just
as he was about to eat it, up came the
Major in mufii.  The sentry did not recog-

nize him, so the Major said : “ What’s that
you are eating?” The sentry replied, “ A
sandwich, have a piece ?” “ Do you know
who I am?” ejaculated the Major, The
sentry said, * Perhaps the Major's servant,
perhaps his groom.” The Major—* Try
again, sentry.” The sentry—*" Perhaps the
old chap himself.” The Major —* Right
this time” The sentry—* Good heavens |
hold the sandwich sir, while | present
arms.”

Canadian Military Gazette Hotel Directory.

ONDPON—-THE LANGHAM HOTEL, REGENT

St. and Portland Place, W., for the Army and Navy,

and familics.  This hotel is one of the finest in England.
every modern improvement ; moderate tariff,

ONTREAL—THE S1. LAWRENCE HALIL IS

centrally located and the most liberally managed

hotel in Canada. Rates from $2.50 10 $400 per day.
Henry Hogan, Proprietor.

ABERDEEN

The Leading Cigar

ALLAN Line RovaL MAIL STEAMSHIPS

Liverpool, Halifax and Portland Service.

From From From
Liverpool. Steamships. Portland. Halifax.
13 Feb. Laurentian,............. 5 Mar, 7 Mar,
27 Feh, Mongolian...... .... . 19 Mar, 21 Mar.
13 Mar.  Numidian................ 2Apr. 4 Apr.
26 Mar.  Parisian................. 16 Apr 18 Apr.,
9 Apl. Laurentian.............. 28 Apl ————

RATES OF PASSAGE—-CABIN.

%50 und upwards Single ; $100 and upwards Return.  Sceond
Cabin, 830 Single ; Return, $55.
STEERAGE—To Liverpool, London, Glasgow, Belfust or
Londonderry, $24.50. Prepaid, 225.50. Bedding and all
necessary utensils free.

Al the staterooms are sitnated near the central part of
the ghip, and are on the saloon deck, thus securing great
stendiness und perfect ventilation.  The ateamers ure fitted
throulihom. with the incandescent electric light and are
heated by stenm.  For freight, passage or further infor-
mution apply to

H. & A. ALLAN, Montrea!, Boston or Philadelphia,

Military Books

Cavaley Drill, Vols. 1, T T e, $1 20
Garrison Artillery Drill, Vols. [ and EI, each .. ...... o %
Field Artillery Drill, 1893, . coooooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiccce, o 40
Queen’s Regulations, 1895 . v 63
Infantry Drillon il o 40
Manual Firing and Bayonet Exercises, with the or-

der of Guard Mounting for the Canadian Mil... o 20
Gordon's Company Drill... v 50
Gordon's Battalion Dnill ... o 63
Orter’s Guide, 1884 edition 1 00
Macpherson’s Military Law. I oo
The Army Book..... e 2 00

Tufantry Sword Excrcise, 1895 i o 40
Manual for the Lee-Metford Rifle.oooioiiniinn....

T. C. ELLIOTT

459 Craig St. MONTREAL

Full assortment of Drill Books and Company and Regi-
mental Ovder Books always on hand,  Price Lists on ap-

MAY YE NE'ER
LACK A FREEN
IN A PINCH

You will not as Iong as

you can get
MITCHELL'S

Scotch Whiskey

Smooth, pleasant, old--a good
“freen” a night and just as
pleasant in the morning — iv's
pure,

LAPORTE, MARTIN & CIE.

72 8t. Peter 8t., Montreal

alt!

It is sometimes necessary to come
to a standstill and consider the con-
dition of your health. . . . .

KEEP YOURSELF IN CONDITION

As well as your accoutrements.

There is no better way than to take

Johnston’s Fluid Beef

It Strengthens

t——————
———— S ———

English Army Blacking

Stands at the head of all the Blackings
made or imported into Canada

1st—A beautiful Jet Black Polish.
2nd—For a Lasting Polish.
grd—For a Quick Shine.

gth—Tor its Leather-Preserving Qualitics.

sth—For the universal satisfaction it gives to the
users of Blacking. LEverybody that tries it always
speaks in the highest terms of its many good qualities.
It is the handsomest package and the best Elacking
Sold by all first-class dealers.

in the world.




