———— =
I & -9 & B % & » & W U

e e =
. o B B & -5 - |

——

PEVOTED

VOLUMEIII.  GEO. E. DESBARATS,} pracs o 2iidks s MONTREAL, SATURDAY, AUGUST 10, 1872. TERMS, } 20 PERANNUM. No. 82
e T T e e _ )¢
For the Ieurthatone, o eerr ey O . ) seemed to think the turf and chnse the chief ™ JgN

g J A FRAGMENT., }YF T . ; . alhins of man’s vxintenes; und Its bueclimnntian )‘\

3Y AMY SOUDDRR.

——

Two hearts throbhed wildly, madly,
And hungry grief gnawod doop ;
wo storm-! souls lovked andly
Through eyes that aould not weep.

Two hands mot, elasped §
T.‘:"EM wlc:hn::iv{u::l ll!!;u;';,' b
o0 lives wero s sde

By Fate’s koen pl",uniﬁgmknﬂ‘o. arron
‘Two death-ned scones mado gloo

BJ Inok of Lovo’s awee:p:n‘yer,m’
And dimming eyes sos only

Tho form of gaunt Dospair.

[RzosTRRED in accordance with the Copyright Aot
of 1868.)

THE DBEAB WITNESS ;
OR,
LILLIAN'S PERIL.

BY MRS, LEPROHON.

CHAI'TER 1V,
THE CORAL XAR-DROP.

It may be asked what was the object or eir-
onnstance thut hnd infused =0 new und intense
a degree of harror Into that which already over-
whelmed Llllian Tremalne. It was this. Plainly
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visible on the whito sheet b th tho sl
frame, just where it had dropped from the
mouldering ear in the slow process of morial
decay, lay a pink corul ear-ring out in the form
of a heart; and carefully laid away in a casket
conlaluing the fow little -trinkots the younggirt
Dossessed was another plnk cornl onr-ring-—
Vit ol A that eotitni .
upstdirs had beldaged to her dead mother. ' In-
suantaneously with the first glimpue Lilltan had
caught of that tiny ornament intho chest, there
had riken distinetly on her mind the remem-
brance of a long past conversation held with
her slstor whilst they wore overlooking together
the slmplo contents for the Jewel case, Marguret
had thien asserted she had sech tho mate of thut
ear-ring in her mother’s ear tho last time sho
had behold her in life, and folt assured 14 must
have beon burled with her as it never had beon
seen slneo, and was not of sufficlent intrinsle
vitlie Lo have tempted dishonest cupldity. Tho
gold clusp of thal in the casket was broken,
thus accounting for Mni. Tromalne’s having
worn only one of the car.riugy, which she hud
probubly furgotten 1o rewmove, during her last
iliness.

“A strangely unsultable ornament for a
corpéa !” Lilllan had sadly remarked.

« Certalnly,” Murgnret had rejolned in a tone of
oqual sadnens, ¢ but our poor motherdied I have
becen told of contagious fever, and It was go difmt-
oult at tho time to procure assistants for the
dend, or dylng, that Mrs, Stukoly had to rendor
thio lust sad services to her, herielf. In conse-
quencoe of tho peculinr circumstances things
muay have beon somewhat hurricd.”

As LiPian standing in the vault recalled all
this, amd notod at the same time tho long tuir
huir still adhering to the tleshloss skull, hair xi-
milar In colour and texture to the rioh tresses
encompassiug the fnce of Mrs. Tremauine in the
portralt that hung in the sitting-room, there
flashod aoross her mind the terrible feur or ru-
ther certninly thut Lhe ghastly rolics of mortuli.
ty before her, were the mortal remains of her
poor young wmother, foully murderced, perhaps

-by & husband’s hand ; and that thilsawful scoret
was-the mysterious bond that united houso-
keeper und muster,

Liliun, young and healthy, aoon recovered
consciousness, and then came after a time the
full romembrance of her terrible situation, jolned
to a wild wish to flec at onoo from this abode of
horror. But could she? How rotrace berstops
through the long sulle of cellars, rooms, corri-
dors, trnvorsed for the first time that night ?
How many unknown pitfalls might beset her
path! DMore than one gaping reut in tho floor-
ing had she noted on her way thithor, moro
than ohe yawning opening leading down to un-
known depths,

Ah! Margaret was right in warning her against
unlawful ouriosity and her obstinacy had met
115 Just roward.

Her hcad was beginning to grow glddy with
tho terrors of her situation, and the ¢lose exha.
“lations surrounding her woro already asserting
their strongth even over her heanlthy frame.
-Strangoe lights fiashed before her eyes—strange
-sounds, all she well kuow results of her exclted
disturbed imagination, sounded in her ears.
‘Well if she did yleld to the faintness agnin insl-
‘dlously sterling over her, and lie down there and
dlo, was it a thing to be greatly feavod? What
had lifo left for lier mow, ospecinlly that this
‘appalling dlecovery had been added to all its
formeér intolorable troubles?

' But the thought of how Margaret would griove
and frot over her disnppearance resurred to her
recollcction, and for the snke of that dear sister
—tho only being on earth who loved hor—she
would make an offort to preaervo the life now
uearly slipping from her.grasp. Almost me-

. chnnionlly sho commaenced, groping for the lan-

tern s0 as not to leave it behind her, a tell-inle
evid of her stolen visit that might betray
tier Inter to her father or Mrs. Stukely. 'Knoel.
ing on tho ground she prosecuted hor search
‘perseveoringly, thaugh evory meatal facully was

teeped in the jnlousness of that awful ohjoot
beside her, Porspiration streamed from cvery
~pore, the wild beating of tho heart was audible
in that solemn stillness, and flushes of heat,
then foy ohills ran through her frame, flling her

Any noiso now lu tho present fearful tension
of lier nerves even thongh 18 might arlse from a
harmiess mouse seurrying hehitud the chest, or
running acroes her feet, would, Ib xermed to
her, end 1o madness or deathi, Ah! would not
Guwl eome to her hielp, even though, through her
hend-strong obstinacy, she hud so little olulm
on 1k merey ! For Murgareds snke—Margaret
who wis s0 mueck and holy—Ile would surely
help her.

Heunvon bo pruised, hero was enndle and lan.
torss; but what was the tiny splint that her fin-
gors touched at tho same time. A dlumond,
lurgo as the Koh-i-noor wotld have beon of less
value to her Just then., IL was & match that had
probably fullen out of the lantern, and If she
could only light it she was saved. Her hund
trembled at first xo much that she searcoly dared
mako the attem pi, butaftor n time sho vontured,
and was suceessiil. The little blue Name leaped
Into life, fuintly flickered, and just as she had
succeeded la lighting tho candle, went out, af-
fooied porbhups by tho impure atmodphere of tho
vault.

Cloaing the’'lantern to prevent a similar acel.
dont to the candle it contalned, sho shut down
with revarontlul fenr the lid of tho chest over
its ghastly contents, locked 1t, and thon passed
ont, breathing more frecly whensho had turned
tho key tu the ponderous dnor behind her. Very
slowly she pursued her way back, walking al-
moat liko one in o trance with tizht-sct teoth
and distended eyes, looking nelther to right nor
loft, till the door opening into the cast wing was
reached, locked, and thon with a long drawn
breath she commenced mounting the stairs
loading to her father's room. Well was It for
her that hls slumber was so heavy, for every
fnculty engrossed with one awful thought, sho
abruptly ontercd, walked ovy: o the walch
gunrd, took it down, pinced the Kkoys in the
small drawer, locked 1t and restored tho gold
gunrd to its accustomed place without thoslight-
ost attempt at concenlment; then with a look
of shinddering horrur at the unconscious slooper
loft tho room.

Boon aftor sho was sitting beslde her sleeping
sistor's bod, pale and waorn—looking as if ten
additional yours hnd beon added to her Iife.
Scarchingly-—cagerly she was recalling all that
she had ovor henrd related concerning her dead
mother's Iast 1liness and death, and the more
fully .her mind wont back on that page, the
doeper becameo her perplexity. Had she not
been often told by her sister Margaretl, who wan

with a slokness like that of death,

a clear, quickwiited child over seven. years of
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age when thmt sud ‘event had hupponed, and
consequently cupublo of closo observalion, that
Mrs, Tremulin: had died o few duys aftor Lils
lian's birth, of malignant typhold fever, then
ourrying desolation into countless homes
throughout tho county. Haad not Margaret also
related how the village doctor had tenderly and
pityingly stroked her head on the oceasiun of
his last vislt to Tremnine Court nfter thelr mo.
ther's death ; whispering her that she must not
cry too much beeause God hml taken her dear
mamma to Heaven. Had not the chtld also
caught & glimpse through the hulf open «dnor of
thut bed-rvom inte whijch she wus nol ullowed
to enter for feur of contagion of tho coMnu lying
in state wlth tapers hurning at head and foot;
and did she not remeniher elenrly the pamp
attending the funernl bedtting in all things tho
mistress of Tromaine Court? Lustly, had not
Lilllan herself knelt and prayed with Margnret
iu Brampton chureh-yard, in tho fumily vault,
where hier mother's mortn) romaing lay with
these of so many gencrutions ‘of dead Tre-
maine's.

And what was there agalnst all this mass of
evidenca? Nothing save a tiny coral car drop,
and a similarity in texture and colour of a tress
of hair. Burely thore might bo anany coral ear-
drops of similar design and color us there had
cortainly been muny women with lorg blonde
hair in the world. AL, what o velfof if she
could take this belief to her b .1 It would
deliver her from a palpable uorrer that would
otherwise haunt her through life,© The remem-
branee of thut akeleton form (n tho yault bolow
would lose half of i terrora If sho could only
remove tho terrible suspleion tuat had taken
possoasion of her,

Dreamily she av«ce, took from o drawer o
ensket and drew forth) & coral care-rlng.  After
carnestly scrutinlzine; It she put it buck with a
sick shudder, whispering: « Fearfully allke!™
Agaln shé relapaad into roverie. The clergyman
who had attended hier poor mother diring the
cloaing months of hior 1ife had eloquently spoken
to Margaret of that mother’'s sublime resivna-
tion, her sourngeons ofiering af her life to God,
asking only tbut He should guard her erphausd
darlings. '

Suddenly 1:'.’1 ralsed her hoad with a light

of determination lit her luminous eyes, and she

mormured: B ;

« Yes, I will ¥isis that vault pgnin, compare
the enr-drop ther¢ with this, sce If there be no
surer clue to {deDllfication of thowe mortal re-
malns mwm:‘_m ‘To lvo in this un-

¢ AGAIN T WARN YOU TO TBINK OF YOUR CHILDREN LE8S, OF YOUR HUSHAXD MORE, OR IT WILL UE WOHSE 10“_, ¥ou.”

curtninly would madden ma,  Should my worsl

fours ba renlized, I will revend adl to Margaret,

andd togathar we will secratly depnrt from this

house which will then be to us as necursed. I

any new discovery lends me to hopa I hiave
been neediessly torturing myself with unreal
fonrs, I will keep the segvet of the vault and
never shoek or grieve my gontloe sistor with it,
at least not or lung yenrs to eome.  There s
the dawn breaking,  Lillian, Tilljan, wheve 18
the thoughtless girl thut looked out {rom the
same window yesterdny morning, longing for n
- plece of guy riblbon to tle utnld her halr?  Oh,
* I must throw open the window, I am sulocut-
Ing! Thao pure wmorning alr witl do poor Mur-
. garet no harm.”

Taking tue precaution of throwing an addl.
tionul covering over the sleeper, she unclosed
the casement, amnd throwing back her hair,
bared her burning, throbbing brow to thoe pure,
fresh breeze that came rusiling over the men.
dows freighted with Ltho swect odors and sounds
of eurly mornlug.

CHAPTER V.
THE EARLY DAYS OF ROGER TREMAINE.

The Tromnine famlily was one of tho oldest
in tho county to which it bolonged, and the mule
" representativos of the liuo hiad long been fmed
for thelr gond looks, spendihrift qualities ~nd
Inck of prineiple. For four or f{ive successive
generations cach helr, on attalning his major-
Ity, had found himsolf In possession of nothing
save his naclent nume and the nncestral man-
slon, Tremaline Court, kopt in the family by a
strict entall, Regularly euch -suceooding hoir
had at oneo turned hls thoughts to matrimony

as the only means of salvatiun, looked about for
" an helress, wooed, and—ajded by his hnndsome
| person aml olezant manners-—won her; then,
us a senuence, cither broke the new Mrs. Tre-
maine’s heart, or varied tho programme before
that end wnsquite accomplished, by dying pre.
mnturely; in all cases tnking onre, however, to
spend every avuallable shilling, and w leave tho
next holr ag poor as hoe hud heon himsolf.

Roger Tromalne, of whom our story Lreats,
Wwas true to the traditions of his race, 50 much
a0, that tho reckleas reputatlon Le had al an
early age won for himself interfored with his
projoct of building up the fortunes of his howse
ancw, as 80 many of his predecessors had done
by a wealthy matrimoninl alliance, Tremalne
Court was tho resort of wild, guy spirits, who

fonsls were matters of publle comment,

A prim, stratght-lnced porsonnge, n Miss Rat-
wny, who had, as she averred, scen better dayw,
un asyertion supported by an apparently good
cvdueation, tilled tho post of huousekeeper, ehor-
Ishing tn her hoart all tho whilo tho chimeorienl
hopo thatsho might yet become mirtross whoro
she was now ouly manager. Thls expoctation
wiyderived In & gront measure from tho singu.
Inr lnfluence hor firm, calm nature, cold and
{mpasdable ns her mind wus shirewd and enlen-
Intlug, had obtained over her employer. Sho
cumne to the latter with the highest recomnian-
datlons, which sho so far proved worthy of, that
slundor or gossip never meddled with hor unsae,
and the reokless visitors at Tremalne ¢ourt
wonld as soon have thought of puylng court to
Medusa in person us of addressing w complime: %
to thix stern model of propriety.

Roger Tremaine at length Nnding out wthat
helresses and thelr frionds looked coldly on Wim,
sudilenly one mwornliyg pneked up his warieohy
and announesd his intontion of vistting tho
Coutinent.  Before n week, perfect stiliness had
allen on Trematno Court, and Miss Rudwny
wis jeft undisturbed misiress of the estnblilshe-
ment,

From onoe fushionable walering place Lo au-
athier Mr. Tremalne earried lils hamilrome per-
son and stylish wardrobe, eschewing with com.
mendablo pradence enrds and wine, and con.
dueting himself, nt Jeast outwandly, In an irre.
proachable tnuner, His projeets wore at lemgth
successfule At Npn hie met an nvatld indy tra-
velling with her aly daughter, n youny, tight.
hearted zirl of nineteen,  Not trasting to the
fokens of wenhih surrounding thoem un all kides,
he made feerct enquirles, and found  dhnt Mre,
Oflallornn was the widow of . wenlthy Delfust
merchant, who had left ;@ large fortune divided
betwes:: his wite and child, tho mother's shure
reverting W the daughler afler her deceasc.
Tt of - Hs< O Halloran's fortune cunsleled in an
estate 1 Enginnd, Hilllngdon Maunor, which
Lrought 4 comefortable yenrly roevenuc,

Yes, tlie glrl was wealthy without n doubt, If
no? of ?ialnrrnlk: birth, nt lenst of reapeiab!
i, With 1 TFOUHeRuING IFIEIHAS W el
hetweoer] ey amd o btsbund’s clalms and aan-
thority ; s LRuger Tremaine sot himself o the
tusk of winning the helress.  Thae enterpriag
was an ensy one.  Both mother and dimghter
were simple, kind-hoarted women, and dazzled
by the sultor's brilllant, personal glifts and high
socinl stnnding, as well as fuvornbly Hnjiressed
by the strict regularity of his conduct nnd iy
insidious professions of kind and noble fielngy,
they accepted hix sull withoul taking the pre.
cautlon of muking oluse engulries into his antg-
codents, Thoey weroe marrled quietly, Mrs,
' linlloran's wenk henlth preventing any at-
tempt al pomp or ceremony. It was areangal
that the new-marrfud couple should return at
once to Tremalng Court, where M, O Hullornn
should also procesd when hoer health wan In
sonme menstre re-agtablished, o tuke np her
permanent rusidence with them,

A few linex from Mr. Tremaing WMmeelfl 1.
tormed Miss Randway of tho destruction of her
presumptuotis hopes, and filed her henrt with
the most Intense hutred of the now mistress of -
Tremnine Court botore nhiv had over scon her,

‘I''o bride nud groom arrlved, fegtivition nnd
visiting wero tho order of tho day ; but evon in
tho midst of tho Lridal galeties the poor young
wife begun to see the wouful mistake she hud
mado. Negloct and unkindnoss, nceompanied
by reckloss cxpenditufs of tho fortune she
had brouglhit hlmn, planted many u theen in hor
pillow, whilst, on the uthor hand, tho baughty
und overbearing housckecpor fought with swb-
born obstitucy W maintain the supromacy sho
hnd enjoyed during Mr. Trowulne's busholor
oxistence, .

A daughter—the Margaret mentioned in our
tulo—was born after o ycur of mnrringe; but
this ciroutnrtance added no goldun iink to tho
conjugul ehaln that alrendy welghed 80 houvily
on tha ill-mated pair; tho futher tuking s dis-
like, from thoe firut, to tho plaln, sickly lttlo
bLeing who bad disappolnted his hopes of a son.

Lottors cume from abroud provious o thls,
nonouncing lirut tho Incroasing lliness, thion tho
denth of Mrs. O'llislloran; and her daugirer,
unwilllug to snddan the mother's lust duys on
carth hy hints of her own unhuppiness, allowed
the slck woman (o die in tho delusion that the
groat abm of her lnttor yeurs hud boen won, and
that her child wus united to a muu worthy of
hor affectlon and trust.

Though youny Mra. Tremalno had arrived a
stranger in her new homoe, unsupportod by ho
countcnance of wenlthy friends or aristeorutic
relations, she soon won the respect and syun pi-
thy of the mombors of the clrcle in which sho
now movod; and first among thowo wus Mrs.
Atherton, who soon loarned to estcom und pity
the wife asthoroughly as sho desplyod the huse
band, But tho master of Tromaine Court carcd
not to recelve much soclety withiu its preeluets,
apart from the old fox-hunting, turf-loving sot,
who clung to hiin all tho mere closcly sinoe bis
wioe-cellur was woll stockad, kounels.and
stables in first-rate order, so thic young wife
ylelded in this point as she hud done In somany
others, and rospouded but slightly to the over-
tures of friondship made by Mra. Athorton an
the other lodles of the nelghborhiond. - :

After a lapse of seven years, whoo sad tale
of sorrow, strife and unkludness poor Mre. Tre.
aine reveunled o hone, a promise of mutoralty
wns again vouohsafed bor; but from the very
first the antlolpated ovent filled her with the
saddest forebodingy, and she looked on hor days
on enith as numbered. Amid the many anxious
thoughts that harrussed haor was the fonr that
desplte the lurge fortune she hud brought her
worthiess husbuid, her ghiildren mightyet come
to know the pangs of poveriy or be despelled
parpaps of tholr rights (o favor the ohlldren ofu
second wife. To prevent this she resolved on
privalely making a will protecting them as much
ay posstble, and leaving for thelr banefit the

grouter part of Wio Maberitance dorived from
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