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nutritive physiological funictions, cattiisecl by patiiological condi-
tionis.

Tiiere is somne difficulty iii preparing atîcl prcserving leci-
tiie iii a pure and active state; this, lio\vever, lias been overconie
by \'ial of Paris, b3' dilutingr it w'ith oil andi adiniisteritig it Ini
capsuiles, representing onîe grain eachi. Bv these nicans the dis-
agrecable taste of lecithine is avoîcled, and its active properties
preserveci.

One capsule three tinies a day w'ith nieals is tlic usuial aclit
close.

MI. Serono, of Turini, lias also used subcutanieous injections
of lecitlîine on the lîtnian subject.

CREMASTERIO REFLEX IN SCIATICA.

Giibson (M1edicali Nezcs, June i5ýtl, 1901) lias called attention
to a rnakbe.exaggeration of the cremiasterie reflex in cases
of sciatica, fot alune ini tiiose of the more serious nieurotic type
(if tlîe disea-.se, atteîided wvithi nituscular wastiiîg and alteration of
the electric reactions, but also in tliose of tlîe less g-rave lietîralgic
variety. The reflex ivas obtaiîîed, lot onl13 by gently st-cozitîg
tiie skin on the iinner aspect of the tliigh, but also and niiuclk more
readily by firin pressure over the lower andcii mer part of Scaripa's
triangle, %vliose sensory nervous supply is deriv'ed from tlic in-
ternaI cutaneous branch of the aniteriai crural iierve. The last
procedure ivas in sonie instances followed sliglitly latcr b3' a less
clistinict contraction on thîe opposite and unaffected side. The
exaggreration of tlîis reflex w~as found in cases flot exhibiting
nîucli increase in the knee-jerk, as well as in otlîers îvith great
auigmentation of myotatic irritability. In some instances the
1)Ialtar and gluteal reflexes were exaggerated equaily with the
creiiiasteric; in otliers the last ivas marked, wl;ile the former
w \ere scarcely elicitable. In no instance w~as the. increa.;e in the
crernasterie reflex associated with dorsal flexi-n of flhc tocs on
irritation of the sole of tlic foot. lIn ex.-planationi of fl-ic pheno-
nieîia described it lias been sugg ested tlîat in thie presence of
sciatica tlîe segm-lents of the cord above the level of ori'gin of the
sciatic nerve froni tlîe lunîbo-sacral cord-iicludiing tlierefore the
second lunîbar, in which tlîe creniasterie refl xý centre and also
tlîe kucee centre are believed to be situated-are in a state of ex-
cessive irritability, wh1îue the segnients bAlow, iii wlich -tue plani-
tar, the glutcal, and tlîe ankle centres are situateci, are but littie
if at ail influenced.-Th erapciitic GaZctte.
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