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operand imay be cliscusseci, as I think they throwv somie liglit on
the subjeet. The question to l)e dlecided in the tise of bel'adonna
for obstruction in the bowels, or ureters, or-uterus, is this: Is t'le
relief due to relaxation of circuilar fibres, or is thiere àlso a peri-
stalsis set up by it? Let the followingy case spealc for itself. A
few years ag, o the captain of a ship arrix'ed in South Shieldis far
advanced iii straigulated hiernia. The late Dr. H-eath operated
on hil, with relief of the symiptomis of strangulation, but the
patient remiainied without any action of the bowels for ten days
after the ol)eration, by wvhich tirne stercoraceous vurniitinog and
other symptomns of obstruction set in. M'hen I saw the patient
the aixiomen wvas immnensely distended, the skin shining- from
tiohtness and reddened by turpentmne an(l other applications.
The pulse wvab lîke a thread, the couintenance anxious, and there
NVere great exhaustion and almnost constant vomîiting. Taking
advýantagye of the almnost excoriated abdominal surface, I applied
a piece of lint, 20 inches square, spread wvithi extract of belladonna
slig' htly attenuated with vaseline. lin three' hours the miost
decided atropismi Nvas developed, and that sarne ev-ening a copious
and continuonls action of thie bowvels took place, wvith relief of
every syniltom. Did this relief corne from relaxation of some
tightly contracted portion of out? Or Nvas there added to this a
setting up of very active peristalsis? Or is it possibleC that there
wvas no spasm at ail, but simiply an. exhauste.l passive state of the
bowel, wih asremoved by the peristaltic effect of flie bella-
donna? At any rate I tlîink one nîay infer f romn the very severe
action w\Nhich took place that sornethino more than relaxation of
fibres wvas 1)roduced and thiat the intestines were roused from
their dormant inactivity into violent action by the drug. Against
this view~ tliere have been seen. cases where belladonnia, lias failed
to cause an action of the bowvels until an enemia camie to its aid
and ý\vhere miost remarkable effects have been produced in ap-
l)arcntly liopeless cases of obstruction by adiniistration of an
ox.*-gaîl elnma. Let it l)e noted, however, that I hiav\e seen the
ox-oall. the nîost powerful of ail eneniata, f ail until atropisnt was
set ui iii association with it: to obtain the l)est results, therefore,
in these cases one oughit to induce full atropismn and then give the
enemia. An acicitional argument in favor of the propulsive action
of belladonna is to be found in those -cases of renal colie to whicli
1 have referrecl, wvhcre toxic closes of bellaclonna senl tlic stone
down tlie ureter mnto the bladder and then out of the bladcler per
1tirethraiii.

5. Tvjphitis.-A question wvhich often presenits itself at the
bedside is this: "Shaîl I« give a purgativc-say castor oil, guardcd


