PRICE FIVECENTS

His Hohness Leo XIII Presides at thls Imposing Ceremony on the
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Occasmn of the Opening of the Century Jubllee.

THE SOYEREIGN PONTIFF STRIKING THE THREE BLOWS OF THE HAMMER OR THE SACRED DOOR AT THE BASILICA OF 7. PETER'S.

The pomp, cerecmony and circumn-
stance that, at special times,
gompany the more significont wnd
mora rara celehrations in the (atho-
lic Church, lend to that immortal in-
stitution a grandeur and a strength
thatt exorecise influemces over the
world unnpproached by any other
establighment religious or seculan on
earth. Of these nope more significunt
and atiractive than the solemn op-
ening of a jubilee year by the Sove-
reign Pontiff. The '“Holy Year"
ihe year of jubilce par axcellence—is
celobrated every quarter of a ‘cen-
tury; put for reasons beyond the von-
trol of the reigning: Pontiffs, this
magnificent spcctacle has not
witnesped amince 1825. It was reserv-
od fon Leo XII., to revive, or rath-
& to perform, with full freedom, the
opening ‘of the sacred door. On Sun-
day last—at noon— the Holy - uth-
or went through all the ceremonies
of that imposing overture Asx a rule
it is at midnight that the three
strokes of the golden hammer are
given; but owing to the feeblenvss of

~ tho grand old man of the Vatican, it

ac-

‘was anticipated by twe’\e hours on

this occasion,

At twelve noon, therefore, there
was o grandtassemblage at the Six
tine Chapel of the civil magistrates,
the cauons of the Vnhcan. and the
oardinals and bisbops then visiting
Bome, The lay dignitarics were slad .
!n their robey of 'steto, the clerienl

i Ltheir rich ves»tments. The Popo re-
ceived and blesmed . thcm, holdmg in
bis hand g lighted.vmx taper, amd 1n-

heen -

yda.n in hxs sedia. gestatoria, bornue
on the shouldcrs oi‘ mmor ecclesins-
tice.

Singing the “Veni Creator,” tney
arrived in the great square opposite
St. Peter’s. Here they met a proves-
sion of all the minor secular and re-
gulan clery in Rome, arrived in the
squere lor the same purpose, from
the Apostolic Palace. All the done<
of tho church are closed, all the en-

‘tranced to the Portico occupied by
gua.rds. . who . prevent the crowils
from antefrlng

| Now,-at the e\t-'cme right of the
pO'!‘tch thero is a doar known .o 1ke
sa.ntn porta., ‘or’ mcred door, which
_has been wa.lled upl‘for Lhe last. three
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THE BASILICA OF ST. PETER'S.

Th ceremany" of'vpemng-x i there-
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doors of justice’’), to
clergy respond, ‘““This is the ot
door which the just shall enter.’

Meanwhile the master
to work im removing the little
whick has temporarily -closerd
holy door. When this has becn
down and the-bricks have been

tributed as relics among the speeLa-
torg, the papnitents ol St. Yerer's

sweet the doorway clenn with
brooms. Then the Pope and the

gy march singing into St. Teters,

where the immenso 'crowds by
time have been admitted

e ——

Tho gu‘bﬂle onds by the closure .

the “‘holy door.ﬂ' g (It is- wzﬂlc

again, in the presence o! the Popo,
the- cardinals and. the clerzy, .

‘Christmas Eve, one’ year' after
‘jubslee opening.. Xlis Holiness
ﬁhe firat” stona in its place.

tion dntes from the pontxﬁcn.;e

ey
o

which

masons s¢t

'. dting tbe churches of St. l‘elo
-|"Bt. Paul fiftsen times.
iof the

"choa thirty
was thiat of n centenmial celehiration,

‘ty-Hve years where

Vi
und
To residenty
city was granted tle <one.
‘Privilege sn visiting the saane chu-
timee. Bonifaca's lan

Ltently confesaing their sing and

;but the period was shortencd suees-
-pively to fifty, forty-threo and twun-
it remains  a
present.

The pilgrimage to Rome is no long-
.eD an essontial in gaining the indul-
gences which ape promised duriog
-the Jubilee year. All Who can  go
should go, hut for those wheo tind it
Inconvenient or  impossible ertiin
- works of charity and devotion  in
their u.wn localities are substitwted
for the pilgrimage. Every parish
priest announcos to his cougregativn
the exact method by which they will
be germitted to gain the privileges of
the =1hcrkv rear.

BORTICO OF ST. PETER'S
L pottice of St. Peter’s is 2L jevt
long and 4315 feet wide. It is 66
feet from the floor 10 the coiling,
which is  magmficently  decoraral
withstucce, It is so hrge that one
of tho pnide stories is Lo the cieet
that 5 * Rome-in-a-day'" tourist, hiv-
ing seen jt, went away thinking he
had been in St. Peter's.

It was walled off apd curtained for
the ceremony,  of the opening of (he
Holyy Droor. Thig cercinony, by the
way, has not been performed :ince
1825, and tiw door has consequently
walled up since then.
wad a revclution going an in Ttady.
and no jubilee was proclaimed, ond
in 1875 the Italian CGovermuent haid
taken posscssion of Rome. oo the ¢ur-

—'—.i‘lll‘

T 1850 fhere

of the extreme riglt,
and eannot bo scen in p representa-
tion of the fneade. It is & wiain,
squard opening, having an iron cress
gct i the ceutro of the bricks with
which the aperturc js closed. 'this
brick wall ia carefally sawn through
its four sides. When tho Pope strikes
the three blows—prescribed by  the
ritual-—on the iron crosy, the wall
immediately falls on n  temporary
platformm mounted: on  wheels behing
it and is carried off.

the porti)o,

The Vatican busilicn must thon e
absolutely empty and the Dope  the
fitst one to step acroxs  Lhe ihees- !

hold. All the olher doors of the bis- ?
ilica must be kept elosed during  the
funetiou.

1f the Pope could not have ollicw:-
cd in  person  the ceremmory aonld
have been performed far him by Carp-
dinal Rampolla, the archpriest ul
St, Peter’s. [Lis a4 curious fact tht i
the fiest 'ope Lo persowally oflicia.e
at the apening of the Holy Door wae
the famous Borgin, Alexander VL
He did it on the eve of Christinas,
1399, ;

The solid wold hunmor

and trowel i

which Pope Leo used  on the oo
cason is the gift to him trom the
Bishops of the Church at large, "Thoso

tools are by cuctom the perguisites
after  the caremony of the Cardinal
Grand Pienipotentiary and alter  aee
usuaily sent as gifts to some roaal
personage.

While the Pope was offiviating
St Peter's, Cardingd Savoellis a the
Basilica of St John Tateran; Card-
imal Vipeent Vannutelli, ot St Mary
Major, and Cardinal Owdglia, atr St
Paul’s Withoot the Walls, officiated §
at similar coremonics of opening  the |

emaoly was ngain vmitted,
The Holy  Dwoor is located insuhe

holy doors of these jubibee charcies,

Of Jate we have made several e
feretices to the Roman correspondents
of large American papers— amongzel
others to “innominaro ol the Now
York Sun,—  and we hitve pointed
out that they are almost unaninous
in their suppoert
eign pokey., We know that an -
tempt has been made hy the anti-
clerical element in France, to deprive
the Vatican of & French Ambassador;
but the signal failure of this “'blow
in the sirk’’ has only served o ae-
centuate the more {he influcnee of
Teo X111, with the grest powaers ol
Burope. bealing with this question,
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. Tn"the Catholic Church'the institu- “Long bfors,
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one -u¥ the Roman corrospondents or
Standard and Tines
says that ‘“‘the passing hour i< (éwe
ous of triumph for the Papacey,”” and
he thus explains himnsel] :

‘It waus hardly conceivable  and
it certainly was not easily lo be
conjectuted that the twentieth vore

of the French Budget
againel the Embassy to the loly
See would have had such important
effects., Yet such has been the case,
and it is truly marvellous baw glout
a triuvmph farn the policy of lLeo XIII
has come out of it. This is nol (lLe
only factor whieh makes the pissing
kour one of triumph for ithe I'apacy.
but to deal at all completely  with
it we must reread the striking de-
claration of M. Deleasse, Why ? De-
cause diplomgatic comanent has dis—
covered mines of meaning in their
part. Mr. Mesurer uand Lhe
madmen—viewed from . a Vrench
standpoint—who are his acolyles un
the Budget Commission demanded 1
retrenchment on the 800,000 fraucs
anmually voted fon the religious nuis-
siong abroad supported by Franece, us
well g5 the mupression of the embas-
sy to the Holy See."

After quoting the minister’s words,
in asscerting the necessity of diplom-
atic relations with the Vatican, the
samo wriler says

““The orders given by TFreemasonry
to AL ‘Mesurer and those of lis cal-
leagwes who abet his anti-clorieal ge-
tion year by yvear have not been
obeyed, and im a deelaration which
was certaindy not provoked hy the
mer2 annual vole of the Budpget Com-
mission, the Miinister reaflivmed the
Christian voeation of France, cor-
responding to the policy of T.eo XILIF,
afforded the best possible explana-
tion of tke act of the Pope in 1898,
when he confirmed to France its tra-
ditional protectorate in the Fast,

‘But there is g phrase of M. el
casse which ia still more striking.
This, he said, wase least of all the
moment to congider any such meu-
sure as thab of mupressing the Freneh
Embassy at the Vatican, for Germ-
sny and Russia were approachinr
nearer and nearer to Leo XIIT. and
emulously and particularly jnsg it
this very time. M. Delcasse doubtless
knew tho facts.- Germany would he
glad to see; it possible, 5 Nunciature
in Borlin, or if this be not possible,

Connuission

of the Papal for- |

tor of the 1loly Synod have teadition
| —the suprome law—— prejudice—the
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POPE LEO'S POLICY TRIUMPHANT.
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biterally  day by day it straves Lo
strengthens its infloenee ot the Vi
‘;ican. It has in Rome oo tinle parin
Sin its faver  and  a great pann
Pagalnst it, or, to speal aote e
| cvvately, there oxists o litthe  hnot
of influences in the spheres of secies-

Ciastical diptomasy which would tend
| to assert  itw speciat favar, e ai-
| ways makes a show of heityr catis-
1 hed with small Tfavoprs, such as e
‘hz\\'ing a gag xet on o the U Osseryvi-
| Lore Romane,” put in renlity, thouet;
it treasures that boon, it alway
says: ‘Ixcelsior ! and at the pres-
eut time it i9 espocinlly streining its |
P efforts te  link itself more  clocely
with the Vatican. The tiine is  not
ripe for me to speak alLout jts hopes,
but jts ussumption of a German for-

eign protectorate s g matter of :e-
cent history,

Rusgsia i striking not less vigor-
ously, but more successtully. The
master of two Fmperars ia wstage-
crait, the high priest of the Cahiner,
the procurator of the Ifoly Synud,
M. Pobodonotsetf, works collusion
with the [ownger  Finpress 10

restrain the Czar, whose mind i
wholly nede up and whose witl
wholly: set in [avor ol Rowe. The
Dowoger Fmpress and the procurat-

is

stupreme factor —custom, authority,
teshnical reasgns, beawrocratic inilu-
ence, almost everything an thoeir side
bui after all thre Emperor is master,
And  so, though they have just -
ceeded in preventing  NMgr. Tuenassi

ot

Faeeotid  thae

" | other row of elsctric lights

ongan pealcd forth its solemm stmams
at the wmagic touch of the wwoll-
knewn organist, 1'rofessor Jnnes
Wilson, Thu celebrant of the Mass
was the Rev. Father O'BDonucil, as-
sisted by the Rev. Fathers sShea, of
St Anthony’s and Kelly of St. taur-
ent College, gg dexcon aml subh-doae~
on respectively. The choir rendered
tha bewutiful and sowl-inspiring Mass
of Fauconier, awmib telling effeect. The
solos were admnirably rendeswsl, the
attacks perfeet, and the chorus pats
well sustained; while the magnwic-
ent orchestra under the able Wlives-
tion  of  Prof. Willjnm Suilisan,
brought vut the wauy live pavts of
the  Mass,  and at’ the same tine
'lending an additional charm to Lhe
ampesing celebration, The chureh  in
hoer dine and gorgeous  decotitions
wils seeld at ils best, as the newiy-
titted up clecerie lights sppread their
ravs around the domz and brougho
to  view the  pgeotaddeur  coutaiued
therery, Here is chielly contained. tho
work  which adorns and  besutifies
this neat little chureh, and procliaims
to the causual observer, the uury
Christ;an Art.,  ‘here nre cicht
picture shiown,  ‘The tirsg is Ste,
Anna and the  DBlessed Virgin, Lo
Annuncintion, the third
the Visitution, the fourth the  ~u-
tevity, the tifth the P’resentation, tue
sixth the Holy Family, the Resurrees
tion apd the apparition to 1lis
Itlessed  Mother, the eight the As
sumption. The figurea in all the yic-
whilst the

tures  are perfection |
calors  beautify, and  bring out m
hotder veliel, thoe real significance or

in
IO
is the
o (s

oy picture
that  deserves
notiee, it

the work. There is
this wroup,
than n pesing
Apparition of  Our Saviouy
Blessed Mother., Suach o work never
appeared in art yet, and Sto Marsy's
Chureh can now claim the proud hoe-
of Deitgg  the  first one to hae
Dsueh gu o painting decorating and sudlde
Cing lustre to Hy o interior. Phe

ol osueh o painting originated
Cthe architect, Alr. W, 0 Dovan,
Cafter Jong amd carelul standy

sees that event which  conws doan
Cto w8 throvgh tradition  aml reaso
¢placat Lefore the obsersant vav o
D he oosubject of oy ooy well asarthie-
‘ wlion.  Banging  right around
dome are the words ;o “Ave Mara
i Gratin phna,  Dominus tectm, benes
Sdicta tu i omnlieribus, et henedietas
Piractus venteie toi Jesu,” oin 1etiers
col exigiisite design and beauty, Fhe
Cecilige, piliies and other purts ot
o the chureh though chaste ave v
i marhable for their unity amlb shows
Vthee ohiliol hand of the arvtist An-
his iwo
! becn added, and these throw  her
light on the peautifiid marblo altars,
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i'muund the Jower patrt of the wiils
marble sinbs to the beight of =ix
feet are placed, which also swve ter

add their quota to the alrcady exisi-
ing grardour contained in the decar.
ations, Two new altars are yot (o
be placed in positions, as well v it
new hardwoord floor and two  acw
confessionnls, The pewsd are at j.7os-—
ent being re-varnished and when ev-
erything is finished the chwrehr  of
Our Lady ¢f Gooil Counsel will b
seccond Lo nene in Lhig city,  Grear
croelit is due te Lho acchitect, W, §,
Dorarn, for his great ondeavor 1o
make St, Mary's a madel of architec.
tural beauty, Bul we must not ioi-
get the worlthy artist, M. [oche,
with his ablo and efficient assistanis
Messrs, Filbig and Frisby, who “weve
most assidwous and conscientious in
the waork cuotrusted (o them, in furt
the Rev, Pastor of Nt. Alary s saps
that ho wever met men more uhh'run-
and willing to give every satisinie-

from being sent on  his special mis-
sion, the Czar has taken the 1artf -y
into hig own huands. Awd thiy iv v
erything. They would de anvthrne
rather than see an Apostolic Delega-
tion, an Internuncinture or a Nunci-
uture established in the Iussinn cuge-
ital, but time and cevenls are movinge
forward over obstacles rreator than |
any they could create ta this con-
clusion.

“T have shown Lhe diflicunitios
which do  not  prevent the theee |
great powors of Turope {rom omulunt-
ing each other in  their comrt to
Rome. One of my highest  nforn-
ants says: “‘The action  of these
powers 49 not surprising. { can give
you assurance that it is only the na-
tural outcome of the assidnity with
which T.eo XI1II. has foilowed  Lis
policy of paczification and recupera-
tion during twonty years, -[ring
seventern of these the Argentine hax
been unrepresented in Rome, ana now
it has sent a nost able and import-
ant diplomatist, and diplomatic pro-
ceedings move as if naturally. Mo:re
news of the kind will he fortheoming §
that ig, before many months have |
gone, and the increasc. ol the  wue- -
cesse? will be marked hy o geomcr-
rical proecession, 'This progress . is
always slow, by reason of the slow-
nes with which  the Vatican moves.
but the reader will have permeived
that, if slow, it is scarccely less

then on Apostolit; Delegat.ipn. and

marked."’
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’Dhts beau 1fu:l: struct,ure was. 1‘(.&.

and..sp. endcu; asval on il sucn oe~
cadions pertaming to ou1 FHoly Relig~

THECURLH O 1 tnnvumﬂuucnuus_n,

‘ fmemom.ted overy. d'w'
| Teft: undone 1o ‘make: rhe affur wor-
) cnergehc -po.q't or, -itev.”
'nell ,wasg busy mg,ht,

<1°}. De nuobt, .the wort‘h

"'Hn-
W ﬂ 3

va::y should be conbute] - snd.
Nothiny

‘thy -af: the. occusmn" The Tielaved and
1t,het‘ O’ T'{ -

min&utas.t deta.al N The

¢ has andergone.
¢ Donnell anust

tion. ‘Their one great  object WA
to male tho dome the fino<t of  §t.
kind in Cavada, and wo thinds with-
out exaggeration that they sncececd-
ed in  their intentions. To Moessrs.
AMecDermott, the contractors fop he
woodwork, a word of praise is due
as they had the dilicult task  of
Macing the marble slabs, aml s
olther alterations which the ehurch
The Rev, Pathoe o
feel  greatly  pleasaed

with the beauty of his chiuech,  ane
that will be known jar and jpeas, s
the gem of architechinral aud ar! -
tic work, and we kunow that hLiz
nerves were greatly strengthensd hy
the silver und gold ghock whivlt o
receivedd o tho opening serviv ot

Christinas night. The crowd w
record one. Admission was by
et, the first time tickets -waera o

assued for the midnight servieo, 'The
Rev. Pastor  desires ty o tham
through the medium of the “Jrue

Witness™ all those who widdid 1y anv
way to mako the event sp successfal,
He desites to thank it . particular,
Mr. M. Hicks, for his kimlrpss in
lending o large winmber Al sarpels
nnd  rugd  for the accasion, and to
Ald, Gallery in sending p lorge mim-
ber of pottad plantg for the décara-
tion of the high altar. 'the “Iraoe
Witness'' copgratulates both pastor
and people on the magnificenc: 6f o
their church, and trusts that  Rev.
Father O’Nonuell. will long bhe spar-
ed to his devoted pavishioners, :

LORD EMLY DISMISSED.— ilovrd |
Dunraven, . Lord Licutenant - nf 1,’&0
County, ‘m‘t-mg o .
-.,el\'ed ft-om




