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THE PEARL: DEVOTED T0 POLITE LITE_RATURE,’SCIENCE. AND RELIGION.

1 oy

dogs grew loudsr. Escape seemed impossible.
the creek with a determination to drown myself. [ plunged into
the water.and went down to the bottom ; but the dreadful straug-
ling sensation compelled me to struggle up to the surface.  Again
I heard the yell of the bloodhounds ; and again desperately
plunged dosvn into the waler. As I went down I opened my
moutl, and, choked and gusping, I found myself once more strug-
aling upward.  As I roseto the top of the water and caught a
alimpse of the sunshine and the trees, the love of life revived in
me. [ swum to the other side of the creck, and forced my way
throvgh the reeds to a large tres, und stood under one of its low-
est limbs, ready in case of necessity, tospring up into it. Ilere
panting and exhousted, I siood waiting for the dogs. The woods
seemed fall of thein. Iheard a belltinkle, and, u moment after,
our old hound Venus came bounding through the cane, dripping
wet from the creek.  As the old hound caine toswards me, I call-
ed to her as I used to do when out hunting with her. ~ She stop-
ped suddenly, looked up at me, and then came wagging her tail
and fawning areund me. A moment ufter the other dogs came up,
hot in the chase, and with thair noses to the gr_nund. I cnlled to
them, ‘but they did not look up, but cume yelling on. I was
just about to spring into the tree to avoid them, when Venus the
old hound met them, und stopped them. They then ull. came
luwnmv and playing and jumping about me. The very creatures
whomn momemnt before [ hud feared would tear me limb from
l:mb, WEre now leupm" and licking my hands, and rolling on the
- leaves around me. T listened awhile in the fear of hearing the
voices of men fullowing the dogs, but there was no ‘sound in the
4fnresl save the gurgling ofthe sluggish waters of the creek, "and
the chirp of black squirrels in the trees. 1 took courage and start-
‘ed onward once more, taking the dogs with me. "The bell on
~the neck of the old dog, I feared night betray me, and, unable
1o get it oﬂ her neck, I twisted some of the long noss of the trees
around it, 80 as to prevent its ringing. At mnht 1 halted once
more with the i’lons by my side. Harassed with fear, and torment-
ed with hunger, I lnid down and tried to sleep. . But the dogs
were unens;, and would start up and bark - at-the cries or the
footsteps of wild ammals, and I was obliged to use my ntuost
_exertions to keep them qulot, “fenring  that thelr “barking' would
"".’_draw y_;purguelsnpon me. T slept. hut little5 and as s001 as
~ sht, § dgain. The' next’ d.ny lownrds evening,
rel ":whlch, I rejoiced to find; -was the ‘same
“"hlcl ny-muster and m)selfhud travelled on duir way to Greene
v . lanow thouwht it besl to wel rid oflhe dows. and .meofd-
' ;mgly alﬁrled themm pursult ofa deer. 'l‘hey went - off, 3cllmrr
un-lhaflraclr and I never saw' them again.” [ rem embered {hat
-my imnster told me, near this p!nce, that we awere in the Creek
cuuq_try..nnd that there-wers someé Indian settlements not “far dis-
tant;. In the course of the evening I crossed the road, and stri-
king into a path through the woods, suon came to a number of
Indian cabins. Iwent into one of them and begged for some
food. The Indian woman received me with a goad deal of kind -
ness, and gave mea good supper of vension, corn bread,
stewed pumpkin, 1 remained with them till the evening of the
next day, when | started alresh on my journey. I kept on the
road leading to Georgin. In the latter part of the night I entered
~into a long low bottom, heavily timbered—sometimes called Wolf
Valley. - It was a drcary and frightful place. As I walked on, |
heard on all sides the howling of the wolves, and the quick patter
of their feet on the leuves and sticks; ns they ran' through the
woods. At daylight I Inid down, but had scarcely closed my eyes
when I was roused up by the wolves snarling and howling around
me. Istarted on my feet, and saw several of them running by me.
1 did not aguin close my eyes during the whole day. 1In the
afternoon, « bear with her two cubs came 10 a large chesnat tree
near where I lay. 8he crept upihe tree, went outon one of the
limbs, and broke oft several twigs in trying to shake down the
nuts.  They were not ripe enough to full, und afterseveral vain
attempts to procure some of them, she crawled down the tree
again and went off with lier young.
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The day was long and tedions. As soon as it was dark, 1 once
more resumed my journey.  But fatigue and the want of fond and
slecp rendered me almost incapable of further etfort. It was not
long before I fell asleep, while walking, and wandered out of the
voud. I was awakened by a bunch of moss which hung down
from the limb of a tree and met my fuce. 1 looked up and saw,
as 1 thought, u large mau standing just before me. My first idea
was that soine onc_lmd struck me over the face, and that T had
heeu at lust overtakea by Huckstep. Rubbiog my eyes once more,
1 saw the figure before 1we sink down upon its hands and knees.
Another glance assured me that it was a bear and not @ man. He
passed across the road and disappeared. This adventure lkept
me awake for the remainder of the night. Towards moring I
passed by a plantation, ou which was a fine growth of peach
trees, full of ripe fruit. 1 took as many of them as 1 could con-
venienuly carry in my handsand pockets, und retiring a little dis-
tance into the woods, laid down and slepttill evening,
amain went forward,

when [

Rleeping thus by day and travelling by night, in a direction to-

Iran down to)

[.the night time, I was unable to recognize rivers and places which!
I had seen before, until T reached Columbus, where I recollccted‘
I had been with my master. From this place I tock the road
leading to Washington, and passed directly through that viliage-
On leaving the village, I found mysell, contrary tomy expectation®
in an open country with no woods in view. I walked oa until
day broke in the east. Ata considerable distance ahead, [ saw a
group of trees, and hurried on towards it. Large and beautiful plan-
tations were on each side of ise, from which I could hear dogs
bark, and the driver’s horn sounding. On reaching the trees, I
found that they afforded but a poor place of concealment. On
either hand, through its openings, I could see the men

{lsprung up™ thickly, forming a comparatively close shelter.

=4 o(' leeds ‘where Ianm fell asleep. - 'lowarda evening

turning out to the cotton fields. I founda place to lie down
between two -onk stumps, around which the new shoots had

After eating some peaches, which since leaving the Indian
settlement had couslituted my sole food, I fell asleep. I was
waked by the barking of a dog. Raising my head and look-
ing through the bushes, I found that the dog was barking - at a
black squirrel who was challermv ona limb almoqt directly above
me. A momem after, T heard: ‘u'voice speaking to the doz, and
00N saW a man ‘with'a gen in his hand, ste.xlmv through the
wood. . IHe passed close to “the stumps, where: [hy lremblmn
w:th terrorleqt he should discover.me. He Lept his eye how-
ever upon the tree, and raising his oun, fired.. The: sqmrrel
dropped dead closc by my side.” I snw that any further attempt
at concealmem“ould be in vain, and sprang upon my feet, The
man started forward on secing me, struck at me with his nun and
beat my hat off. I leaped into the road ; and he followed after,
swearing he would shoot me if T didn’t step.  Knowing that his
gun was not londed, I paid no attention to him, but ran across
the road into a cotton field where there was a greal gang of
slaves working. The man withthe gun followed, and called to
the two colored drivegs who-were on horseback, to ride after me
and stop me.  lsaw alarge piece of woodland at some distance
nhend, and directed my course towards it. Just as I reached it,
[ Jnoked back, and saw my pursuer far behind me ; and found to
my great joy, that the two drivers had not followed me. I got
behind a tree, and soon heard the man enter the woods and pass
me. After a]l had been still for more.than an hour I crept intoa
low place in the deplh of the woods, and lald down dmldst 4 bed
y On aw nl:-
Il'ound the Sny bevmnmn to be clondy, and before moht set
in n was completely 0\'ercust “Having lost m} haty I tied an old
h.mdl\erchlef over my heud and prepared to resum(. niy journey.
It was fogzy and very dark, and involved us I wus in the mazes
of 1he forest, I did pot know in what chrecuonI \was ' going. 1
unndcred until T reached the road, which I supposed to be the
same one which I-'hed left. 'The next day the weather was still
dark and rainy, and continued so for several days. During this||:
time I slept only by leaning against the bedy of a tree, as the
ground was soaked with rain.  On the filth nightafter my adven-
ture near Washington, the clouds broke away,and tle clear moon-
tizht and the stars  shone down upon me.

I looked up to see the North Star, which I supposed still be-
Jfore me.  But [ sought it in vainin all that quarter of the heavens.
A drendful thought cane over me that I had been travelling out
of my way. Itiurned round and saw the North star, which had
Leen shining directly upon my back. I'then kiew that T had been
tr’lvellinw away fron freedom, and towards the place ofmy cap-
tiv uy, ever since [ left the woods into which I bad been pursued
on the 21Ist, five days ‘before. - Oh, the keen and bitter agony cf
that moment ! I sat down on the decaying trunk of a fullen tree,
and wept like- a child. Exhausted in mind and body, nature
came at last to my relief, aud I fell asleepupon the log. When
¥ awole it was still dack. 1 rose and nerved inyself for another
eflort for {reedom. Tuking the North Star for my guide, I turn-
ed upon my track, and left once more the dreaded frontiers of
Alabama behind e, The next night, after crossing a considera-
ble river, T came toa large road crossing the one on which I
travelled, and which seemed to lead more directly towards the
North. Itook this road, and the next night afier, I came to a
large village. Passiug through the main street, { saw a large
hotel which I at once recollected. I was in Augusta, and
this was the hatel in which my master had spent several duys
when [ was with him, on one of his southern visits. I heard the
guards patrolling the town cry the hour of twelve ; and fearful of
being taken up, I turned out of the main street, and got upon the
road leading o Petersburg.  On reaching the Intter place, I swam
over the Savannah river into South Carolina, and from thence
passed into North Carolina.

Hitherto 1 had lived mainly npon peaches, which were plemy
on almost all the plantations in Alabama and Georgin ; but the
season was now too fur advanced for them, und 1 was obliged 1o
l vesort to apples, These I obtained without much difficulty until
;within two orthree days journey of the Virginia line, At this
’tune I had nothing to eat but 1wo or three swalland sour apples
‘for twenty-four hours, and 1 waited impatiently for night, in the
hopu. of obtaining fruit from the orchards along the road. [ pass-

ed by several plantations, but found no apples. After midnight,
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dogs only to fall into the hands of the overseer. ‘The yell of the f‘"’"ﬂ the North Star, I entered Georgin. AsTonly travelled in]

.suﬂlcnemly rec_'_

I passed nearh large house,_'wi'th,'l'ﬁuit trees around it. Isearched
under, and clinbed up and shook several of them to no purpose. .
At last I found a tree un whichthere were a few apples. On
shaking it, halla dozen fell. I got down, and went groping and
feeling aboat for them iu the grnsm, butcould find only two, the -
rest were devoured by several hogs who were there on the same a
errand with myself. I pursued my way until day was about break-
ing, when I passed another house. The feeling of extreme han-
ger tas here so intense, that it required all the resolution I was
master of to keep myself from going up to the house and break-
ing into itin search of food. But the thought of being again
made a slave, aund of suffering 1he horrible punishment of 2 run-
away restrained me. I lay inthe woods all that day without food.
The next evening, I soon found a large pile of excellent apples,
from which Isupplied myself.

‘I'he next evening I reached Halifax Court House, and 1 then
knew that I was near Virginia. On the 7th of October, I came.
to the Roanoké, and crossed it in the midst of a violent storm of -
rain and thunder. The current ran so furiously that I was car-
ried down with it, and. with great difficulty, and ina state of com- -
plete e\:haustmn ‘reached the opposne shore. -

At about 2 0 c.locl\, on the night of the 15lh 1 ﬂppronched
Richmond, but not daring to vo into'the  city at that hour, on aes
count oflhe patmla, I lay in the woods near’ Manchester, unul
the next evemnu, when [ started in the tw1h-vht in order to en-
ter before the setting of the ivatch. I passed over the bridge un-
molested, nllhouuh in great fear, as my tattered clolhns and naked
head were well ca!culated to" excite sspicion ; zmd being w vell -
acquainted with the localities of the eity, made my way to the
house of a friend. I was received with the utmost kindness, and
welcomed as one risen from the dead. Oh, how - me,\pre-s:bl_v .
sweet were the tones of human sympathy, after the dreadful trials -
to which I had been subjected—the wrongs and outrages which I
witnessed and suffered ! For between two and three months I
had not spoken with & human being, asd the sound even of my
own voice now seemed strange 1o my ears, Doring this time,
save in two or three instunces, 1 had tasted of no food except
I was supplied with some dried meat and .’
|1

peaches and apples.
coflee, but the first mouthful occasioned nausea and ﬂumness

the us:xduons .mcmxon dnd kindness of iy fuends, 18 was sup—
plied with ever3 lhln‘f which was uecEssaly daring 1 my alckness. b
lwus delamed i’ Rlchmond ne.:rly-x mouth. As 'soon as T had 3
g ered 10-be- '|ble to: proceed on my Journe), Ib.|de

iy-kind host- anid his 'w1f\, af: a"ﬁ.ct.onate farewe]f “and set for- b
ward once more” towdrds a land of freedom. llomred to“ Visits o
my wife .mdm!'nidren m‘Puw‘mLMcoun'.y, but’ lhe dredd oT bemg E
discovered. prevented me from attempting it. I had learnéd from -
my friends in Richmond that they were living and in good heahh,
but greatly distressed on my account. '

My friends hud provided .ne with a fur cap, and with as muLh
lean ham, cuke and bisccit, as [ could couveniently carry, 1
proceeded in the same way as before, travelling by night and
lying close and sleeping by day. About the last of November [
reached the Shenandoah river. It was very cold ; ice had alrea- -
dy formed along the margin, and in swinnuing the viver 1. was
chilled throngh ; and my clothes froze about mesoon after 1 had
reached the opposite side. 1 p.1s>ed into Maryland, and en the
5th of Yecembor, stepped across the line which divided the I're
stat of Pennsylvania from the land ofslavely

I had a few shillings in money wlnch were given me at chh-
mond, ind after travelling nearly tw emy-favr hours from the tin:e
{ crossed the line, I vemured to call at the mvern, and bay a
dinner.  On I'anl!ln"' Carlisle, I enquired of the ostler in a stable
if hea knew of auy one who wished to hire a house servant or
coachman. "He said be did not. Some more colored people
came in, ond taking me aside told me that they knew that I was
from Virginia, by my prenunciation of eertain words—that I was
probably a ranaway slave—but that I need not be alarmed,
they were friends, and would do all in their power to protect me.
I was taken home by one of them, and treated with the utmost
kindness ; and at night he took me in a wagon, and carried me
some distance on my way to Harrishurg, where he said I should
meet with friends.

He told me that T had better go directly to Philudelphin, as
there would be less danger of my being discovered and retaken
there than in the country, and there were a great many persons
there who wouid exert themselves to secure me from the slave-
holders. In parting he cautioned me against conversing or stop-
ping with any man on the road, unless he wore a plain siraight
collar on a round coat, and said, *“thee,” and ‘*‘thon.” By
following his directions 1 arrived safely in Thiladelphia, having
been kindly entertainedand assisted onmy journey, by several
berevolent gentlemen and ladies, whose compassion for the way-
worn and hunted stranger I shall never -forget, and whose names
will always be dear to me. On reaching Philadelphia, 1 was
visited by a large number of the Abolitionists, and friends of the
colored people, who, afler hearing my story, thought it would
not be safe for me to remain in any part of the United States. 1
remained in Philadelphia a few days; and then a gentleman came

was compelled 1o take my bed, and Jay sick for seve ral d’l)u Bv Dl




