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AN ABSTRUSE POINT.
Jo-.,Es- IlSec here, Smith, your son niarried in>' <Laughter, didn't

SNIITH-« I belice hcdidl. What of it?"
JONE-" «'ell, wvhat 1 ivant to know is, what relation does thnt

Makze You and me?"'
St-,IrH-" Pooh! There's no puzzle about that. Fatheis-in-

Iaw, of course!I

SAMJONES AT LARGE.

~~jAST been to the Exhibition of the Ontario Society
il of Artists, B3orax ? No? Then hie thc thither.

I ivent on varnishing day, and I noticed that some of
the pictures sent in had va'nished. But on the whole
the Hanging Commnittee leancd to the side of mercy and
relieved many an anxious artist from a state of suspense
by putting his pictures in it. Think this out at your
leisure, Borax. By the way, I wondcr whether the
echibitors " owe for the touch of n varnished hand," as
the poet says, or if they have whacked up. I might,
were I so disposed, anirradvert somewhat on the display,
but I forbear, remembering that any-mad-version of mine
would no doubt be contradicted.

Ha! I notice the occupants of this bouse are xnov-
ing. To the reflective mind there is something pathetic
in the removal from a bouse ini which a famnily have
lived for some timne and which has become dear to them
owing to a high rent and other hallowed associations.
The severing of the link that binds them to the spot-
eh ? What's that-Il moving spectacle." Sec here,
Borax, that's a nasty habit of yours. If you anticipatë
me tbat>way again l'Il bestow my improving conversa-
tion elsewhere. By the way, the dcvii, when he goeth
about like, etc., if he talks at ail, must indulge in imp.
roving conversation.

But with respect to moving. Don't you think that some
of the people who changed their abode early in the
month will have May-day mistake ? Anyway, it's good
for trade-gives employaient, you sec, to our teaming
population. Do I express niyself with sufficient cîcar-
ncss ?

The cedar block pavement seems to have declined in
the aldermanic estimation, and asphalt is now ail the
rage. But is it flot just possible that it in turfi may

prove as-phalty as its predecessors ? If so, the change
will flot pay-very well. What's the nîatter-stomach-
ache or something? You gesticulate as though the jcst.
tickled you.

I have been thinking about how I shall spend in,
summer holidays. I'ma afraid the Island wilI be about
the lengrh of my tether, while you, perhaps, will go as
far as Eu-rope cxtends. Do you tumble? Then don't
*try any Alpine climbing. If you would Basque in the
sunlight go to Spain. Try and assimilate these remnarks
-let their fuit significance gradually steal over your con.
sciousness while I think of other themes.

Ignorance is to be lamented, and yet mcthinks exten-
sive learning may also be characterized as deep-lore-able.
Verily, the mnount of wisdom is bard to ascend, yet ini
the toilsome path shall we find no-ledgc to test on1?
Do you give it up ? Well, Sir Henry Tyler gave ir
Tupper !

But the noontide hour approaches, and I must away
to my mid-day nîcal. Which reminds me of what
Mohamet said after his flighit from his native city.
" Sonie folks," he rcnîarkcd, "1prefer Mecca, but as for
nie, give nie Me-dina." The observation savored of
true inwardness.

THE DRY GOODS EXCURSION.

N OTWITH-STANDING the cawiîer attractions else-
whcrc, the excursion of the Dry Goods Association

to Hamilton on the 25th was well attcîîded. The parti-
cipants went by train, although one might suppose sales-
people 'vould naturally prefer the water. You would serge
in vain for a jollier part>', and what with the display of

-dress goods and the geizt.rfirniisli.is there wcrc ver>' few
plain figures in the party. Whcn thc candy butcher
passed through the cars he did a treniendous business in
peanuts and lollypops, the gentlemen of the part>' effcct-
ing a eompZe!e earance of bis stock, and speriding cashi ini
a way that did them credi. Hamilton was rcached with-
out accident and its varicd points of interest duly mlarhed
down. Some of the excursionists wvho had cxpcctcd to
se a city like Toronto werc, of course, sold, but the peo-
pie there were very courteous and assured thcrn it wvas no
trouble to show thc-goods. When the day's programme
was completed. and the usual question of the salesladies,
t"wili there be anything cisc ?"I had been answered in the
negative, the part>' rc-cmbarkcd for homc-uch reiuerns
being tbe motto of the dry goods trade.
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