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Tho geavest Beast is the dus; the gravest Bird is the Owi:
The gravest Pish is the Oyster ; the gravest Men is the Fool.

Ploasc Observe,

Any subscriber wishing his address changed on our
mail ﬁst, must, in writing, send us his old as well as new
address. Subscribers wishing to discontinue must also he
particular to send a memo. of present address.

@Tartoon Comments
Leapixe Cartooy.—Fecling that our little
boys have been worked pretty hard for a long
time, our readers will please excusc a cartoon
this week, while we take the youngsters ont
for a constitutional.

Finsr Page.—Public opinion is gradually
ripening upon abolishing or thoroughly ve.ov-
ganizing the Senate  That frandulent institu-
tion has now no defenders beyond persons
financially or politically interested in keeping
it as it is—a tail to the premier’s kite. This
is anything but a dignified function—-aside
from it being a positively harmful one to the
iuterests of the country. Many of the Sena-
turs are disgusted at the present state of the
Chamber. Several of the more respeetable
organs of the Conscrvative party, and private
members thercof, and the whole bedy of inde-
pendent voters of the country, are convinced
of the usclessncss of the Scnate in its present
form, A radical change cannot long be de-
layed.

Ergura Page.—Our artist informs us that
thia sketch necd not be commented upon. He
says it is all well enough for the public to
clamor for something fresh every week, but
when one subject like Rat Portage gets into
your sanctum and gobbles up ali the others,
what can you do about it ?

Our Leading Article.

Supplied eack week fo GRIP, gralis, by a Syndicate of
# Grit and Tory editors.

THE CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY,

This huge national undertaking will soon
- bo an accomplished fact. To.the vigorous
railway policy of the present Government, is
due thé rapidity with which this great work is
being prosecuted. The terms made with the
Pacific Railway Company are such as no con-

scientious or intelligent Government could
agrec to. The company certainly ‘‘struck a
bonanza,” and are becoming inordinately
wealthy at the expense of poor Manitoba,
whose people have from the first cheorfully en-
dorsed the railway policy of Sir John Mac-
donald, andin doiug so they have only exer-
cised common judgment and foresight. Had
they manifestod any antagonism, that Prov-
ince might have, to-day, beon suffering from
the disastrous effects of a competing line. Had
the Mackenzie Government been allowed to
proceed with the construction of this railway,
the loss to the country would perhaps never
have been estimated. The insane proposal to
use the great waterways of the North-west to
build a railway was very properly rejected by
the electors, and as o result we shall have a line
of railwey built upon the only sure foundation,
viz , twenty millions of money, and five hund-
red thousand acves of the choicest land, This
is as it should be. ‘The granting ofthese mag-
nificent and fertile tracts of land to the Rail.
way Company was the only sure means of re-
tarding the spesdy settlement of the great
North-west, and, alas, how effectually has it
done so  This year it was fondly hoped by us
all that some two or three millions of emigrants
wonld have scttled in that district. But how
sadly disappointing are the facts. Thus far
only a few dozen assisted paupers have gone
into the country. On either side of the linc of
railway, as faras completed, are the homes of
a happy and contented yeomanry, who are
rapidly becoming independent.  This prosper-
ity is due to various causes, but principally to
the fact that they have no competing market.
By the climatic influences of the benign N, P,
the neighboring States arc prevented from
producing any grain or other cercals, and con-
sequently the people of the Novth-west get
the highest prices for their produects.
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‘ Q‘o'w(j i Ewm
Smqulan.

I think I descrve a big. big medal,—or kick,
for this riddle, I made it all inysclf :

‘Why is anyone of those telegraph opera-
tors who took part in the vecent strike like a
man msshing a favorite tuber? Because
he is a-striking a-perator ! Now when a fellow
can get off, out of his own head, and all in two
days, anything so villainous as that, he de-
scrves something.

N.Y. Puck, in hislist of stereotyped phrases
that ought to be tabooed, and which is a
nearly complete one, has by some strange
ovorsight omitted the following : ** The pro
prietor will make it his business to supply no-
thing but the purest liquors aud choicest
brands of cigars.” Some of the phradés re.
ferred to arc harmless and occasionally true,
but the one just quoted is so barefaced and
palpable o falsehood that I say ‘Down with
it.” ¢ Purest liguors,” indeeg !

I was wondering the other day whether the
appearance of the writers of these first per-
son singular paragraphs in other papers, such
as the ‘' Man about Town,” *‘Lounger,”
“Fitznoodle in Amorica,” and so forth, tallies
as completely with the cuts at the head of the
columns as mine does with tho one ahove,
We are always represented as howling swells,
but I shouldn’t be a bit surprised if some of
us ave as widely different from the delinea-
tions a8 a Glohe picture or portrait of any-
thing is from—well, looking like anything.

‘ Mountaineers are said to be *asstraight
asan arvow,’ and the reasonis because they
are obliged to look upward so much.” So
suid the Hamilton 7'dmes some day last week
in an article which was credited to no paper
and consequently was presutnably its own.
But I must differ with the 2'imes in this mat-
ter. I haveseen mountaineersin Switzerland,
out on the Manitoba prairies and other moun-
tainous places, but I must say that as the
cautiously erept round a ledge above u ({)recl-
pice some 2000 feet sheer down they did any-
thing hut look up, unless gazing stedfastly at
the place where they were next to step comes
undcr that heading.  No, 2%mesy, they don't
always look upward ; had you said mercantile
affairs were looking up since Sept., 1879, then
you would have been all right.

This caught my cye a few days ago in the
London Advertiser: ** Humilton aldermen com-
plain_that their deliberations are interfered
with by the services of the Salvation army.
The army has evidently struck a ficld wheve
the chances of reformation are great.” And
I rise to remark that I agree with the
“ Tizer” that the army has struck a field for
reformation, but whether the gallant warriors’
chances of success in accomplishing much re-
form in that quarter is great or not, is doubt-
ful.  But the Army has accomplished wonder-
ful things, and the worst cases have been con-
verted by them, therefore 1 say, ¢ Hope on,
hope ever,” bat I have my misgivings.

1 happened to stroll into a saloon the other
day for a glass of lemonade. I started back
in atnazement on beholding a large piece of
that sticky fly-paper on the counter, It
was covered with the dead and dying, and
reminded me of a battle-field ; that is, one
that 1 haveread about. And then I pondered
in this wise : ‘ How strangely inconsistent is
man : here is u saloon-kecper: he wishes to
accumulate the vile dross : lic knows that he
cannot do s0 unless men enter his shrine, and
yet here he sets to work to exterminate those
very insects who cause so many men to rise
betiines and go forth to oscape their persecu-
tions, and wiio have nought to do between
rising and breakfast-time but visit one of the
tem[ﬁes of Baechus.” The saloon-keeper who
kills flies merely for the sake of his own per-
sonal convenience had better go into some
other gutter in life.

Apropos of the telegraph operators’ strike,
the thought has struck me what a ludicrous
blunder might have occurred through some in-
experienced hand using the letter ‘e’ for *t'
—easily done, by substituting a dot for a short
dash—in the case of a message mentioning
the word ‘chemist:’ see what a differonce
the change in the final lotter would make, -

The Arkansaw Z'raveler has a great deal to
answer for: “ Beautiful Snow ” appeared in
its columns last week, It is an ice poem, and
the rimc s good, but we can’t hail it with the
delight we did eighty years ago. . .

" 'What extraordinary vitality some fish must
be endowed with, to be swe ! I was aware




