. uver this whole subject, and probably will sleep until the whirl-

- aipathy. (4)

w

. gers 1o .them! appears 10 have been the determination of both par-
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5ORDER WAR.
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%

. L . i
Myssris. Eorrons.—The dark clouds, which have so sudden-!!,
- I has too well answered its design.

ly arisen on our North Lastern boundary, seem io be exiending:
northwards and southwards 5 and will burst upon us with alf the
horrors of war, hefore we are aware of it. I consider war as
more than probable, and almost inevitable. Nothing but the
power of the Almighty can arrest it.. This may appear 1o many
na an idle fear. Itwas so at the commencement of the last war,!
Nobody would believe that it was near. [ was in this city at;
that time, and well remember the paleness of faces, and the
consternation with which ils unexpected announcement was re-
ceived. 1 shall never forget-the countenance of a Frenchmuan,
who iiited up both hands,and with astonishment exclaimed, ¢ Ay
God ! tais country i3 tired of being happy !
merce of the whole world in our hands ; our canvass whitened|
every sea ; but we were tired of being happy.  So we went to
war,sand got —— glory, and were salisfied ! The Sabbah was
profaned ; intemperance stallsed ebroad; licentiousness revelled ;
revivals ceased, (1) and thuusands went down, without bope, Lo
a bloody grave ; but we got praised, and we were satisfied ! !

Again we are tired of being happy, We thirst for praise and
wiil have it, reckless of temporal and eternal consequences. |
sue war .\dvnncm" in the silly bravadoos, gross exaggeration, and
the taunting and irritating linguage of our writers both ofiicial and
unoflicial. (2) These paper Dulfets always precede the storm of
war. They are meant to sting and irritate.  Take the following
shr n sample, suppnsed 1o be ‘written by a senator of the State
legislnture of Rlaine and published in the Doston Atlas : ‘

T may appenr as strong language, but [ sny from my heart,
that T bad rather ses our siate deluged in blood, and every field
hleached with the Lones of our citizens, than that we should re-
trace onr footsteps, and submit to British arrogance.’

This is the language, and these are.the men, that make war ;
aud having tramplcd down all laws, human and divine, raise
shemselves above all moral control, by the admiration of the peo-
ple, who had rather be victorious slaves, than peaceful froemen.
I'would not soil your pages, devoted to the religion of the meelk
and lowly Jesus, by quoting other, and more official, l.:rl"uatr(,,
enlculated, and probably mlende(l to irritate, and provoke reta-.
liaticn. (.>) In the present ucned state of the two coantries, u'
requires only a lueifer match, to cause an explosion, which will!
mvolve us inall the horrors of war, and seatter all our civit and:
religlous institutions 1o the wind, and that match, wany urc'
anxious to apply. ;

None but God can save us.from these tremendons conse-|
quenees, and nothing but a spirit of prayer and supplication can
wve this people front n vust amonnt of jemporal and eternal cvil,!
and yet with a wonderful apathy, the Chureh -of Christ sleeps

wind of divine srath comes down upon Lhis people, snd the,
Church i3 overwhelmed with rum. My heart is pained at 1ln~.|

I any nolhmg of the justice of the war.  As is the case with
all, modern wars,. bath sides claim it'as a war of seM-delence.
Whether offensive or defensive, the eflect will be to send some

thousands-uf®precious souls, cach worth infinitely more than alt})

the lands in Maine, to cndleaa m:ser,, who vtherwise might be
heirs of glory, (5)

I call, therefore, on. each and: every Church of Christ, of every
name, s000 ta appaint nd.xy, or an hour, most convenient, to
meet together fur solemn and united prayer to Almighty God, to
avert this justly deservéd judgment.  This 1 believe has .1lru.dv
heen dano by seme churclies.. And U call upon all ininisters of
the gospel duly to consider the necessity of inculcating the princi-
ples of peace, so plainly lnid down in the gospel.  Let them exa-
mino- and' see how fur the gospel allows of any war, make
their own mark and act up 1o it. (6) At least, let them, und
every. private christian, do something to abolish the hicathenish
custom of war,

Y call upon the whole world to see the folly of trusting to in-
idividoal arbitration o prevent “war, Nothing but a court of].
Judges, chosen from among the most enhtrhleuerl statesmen of
Clristendom, supported- by the public. opinion .of nations, and
gnided by a codu of international law, agreed upon. by a congress

of ambassadors, appointed for that perpose by the most enllghlen- ;

od christian‘nations;, can-ever prevent war, until christian nations
hecome natinns of christians, “and- that can never: bo, 50 lonrr us,
the church countonances war, (7). or is md:f}crem lo it.
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New Y.prk, March 6, 1839,

REMARKS

"Che abave exeellent lotter has couie to hand throughthe medium
of the Quebec Gazette of March the 18th. To impress on the
minds of all cur readers the christlike sentiments it conveys, we
have thought it advisable to append the following notes.

(1). Revivals ceased. Many examples of the blighting effects
of war on the prospects of religion Have Ueen introduced into the
pares of the Pearl,  Tere is tnother case in the words of John
Wesley—* Wherever war breaks out God is forgotten, if he be
What a glorious work of God was at
But the war

not set at open defiance.
Cambuskimg and Kilsythe, from 1740 to 1744 !
that followed tore up all by the roots, and left scarce any trace of
it behind 5 insoinuch that when I diligently inquired a few yours
afier, ¥ could not find one that retained the life of Ged !’ And
ahliough itis so dreadfully destructive fo the interests of reli-
gion. yet the churches are quite silent on the-unlawfulness of war !

(2 IDrrilating language of our wrilers. We are sorry that
this reproof applies also to our writers. It has grieved us nota
little to see the many bitter, taunting, provoking things which have
been penned on this side of the American line. We’li speak dag-

ties. 'We pray God may forgive them. ¢ Be assured,”® says
Jesus Christ, ¢ that of every pernicious word which men shall ut-
ter, thay shall give an account in the day of judgment.”” How

L

We had the com-|!

D ciendeld

y|
many pernicious words lx.ne been spol en

: :!hst moath God only knows

|led Copenhagen, to delend hersell against French invasion.

in America within the

(3.) Lungunge culeulatel to provoke relaliation. Alas! it
To a f2arful extent it has in-
fluned tha people with rage, and prepared them for the horrible,
work of human butchery. We quote two or three specimens of
the vindictive spirit which is now rampant.  The first is a prayer
to Almighty God to avert pEAce!! A letter from an Ameri~
can officer at IHoulton states that the troops are in the best pos-
sible temper, [i e. dinbolical temper] for action, [i e. murder]|:
aud utters the following brutal sentunceny,
pacipic measures may relard us.’ !7!! The second is concern-
ing o femule whom the war-spirit has so fur unsexed that she
gricves that she has not more sonsto imbrue their hands in buman
bieod ! *c Among the troeps row in town from Oxford county,”’
says the Kennehec Journal, ¢“are four sons of a widow. = As they
were preparing to march lust weck, and taking Jeave of their mo-
ther, one of them asked her how she felt about it. She fepliéd
¢I feel my sons that I wish T had half « dozen moré to go.> 11!
The third casc is that of a ‘Baplist minister, who was so desirous
to witness tha licentious scenes of a cemp, that he reguested to bel'
allowed to act as a ‘Gaspel preacher to the troops. . The ¢ Gospel
Banner,’ Aum.-zm, 53y that ¢¢ the Rev. Mr. Bl.mchard a Baptist
clergyman, oand an ex ceﬂent nmm wis anxious to- go -with the,
troops to the Arostook river, and accordingly was appointed as
Chaplain of “the expadiion.” A professed servant of the Prince
of Peace-desirous of accompanying men of strife ! A follower of
him ¢ who resisted unto blood, striving against sin,” united with
nien of blaod, rushing into all manner of transgression ! But the
poet, Dr. Southey, shail hold up to- esecration such inconsistent
conduet 1— :
“ It is not strange that simple men should rear

The grassy altar to (he glorions sun—

But thut the Priest with solemn mockery

Or monstrous faith, should call.on God to lead

Ilis armies forth, and desolate, and kill,

And over the red banners of the war,

Even in the hlessed-nnine of Jesus, pour

Pravers of bloodier hiate than cver rase

At Ondin's nltar or the Mexican,

The vietim’s henrt still quivering iv his grasp, .

Rxistl st Mexitlis’ ﬂhrme —This is most foul,

Afost r:-.nk most bl'lS')h(‘mnll‘i idolatry™!

And better were it for these wretched men

With infaot vietims to liave fed the fire

O Moloch; iq that-hour when they shall cail,

Upen the kills 1od rocks to cover trew,

¢ For the judgment day is come.”

¢

Day let us for = momwent suppose‘this 'Gospcly preacher, address-
ing the troops in the very words of our adorable Saviour : thus,
* Love your eneniies, bluss them that curse yoil, and do good to
them that hate you.””” Would not many a lip of scorn be curled
at his weakness and folly 7 Would he not be told that such doc-
trine would de for the church, not for the battle-ficld,—for cravens,
not men,—for pictists, not heroes? And would not the leader of
the expedition order hiw to be soized for preaching treachery to
his troops?

(1) Apathy of the churches. It has astonishied us beyond
measure that in the late excitement the churches of America have
done so little to avert the horrors of w ar.  And so of the religious
papers, how fow have protested against the i iniquity of the practice
of national blocdshedding, or have earnestly c\horted their readers
to Jift up their voice in defence of peace !

(5.) Both sides claim il as @ war of self-defence. The plea of
defensive war is a grand artifice of the devil. Even on his death-bed
Bonaparte consoled himself by saying, that though hé had shed mush
l;]ood he hfm never becnthea"gz essor Bonaparte invaded Egypt
"o defend himseif against Dritish aggression. And Britain bombard-
Now
does not a child know that the distinction between offensive and
defehsive war, vanishes the moment they guit the threshold of the
cause. The individualsacting on offensive war must exert them-
selves to kill, burn, and destroy—to inflict injury unspeakable
upon life and property.  Those who carry on defensive war must
act in the same manner, infliet the same injuries, and with the same
zeal and ardor, in order to hring the conflict to a decided close.
A more {atal error was never perhaps adopted by a rational being,
than that which supposes all the guilt and bloodshed of a war is to
be imputed to the party which was first in offending ; an crror
which is announced in every war manifesto,.and resounded through
every land, as thongh it were the most unquestionable truth.  Yet
on a moment’s reflection, this doctrine appears so obviously false
that it seems wonderful that it was ever adopted by any man who
had the least pretensions to a christian character, or even a sound
mind. If this doctrine were irue, it would be applicable to all. the
contentions which exist among men ; and in every case all the
blame would be on the side of him who was first in offending.
But where is the man of common sense so ignorant as not to lmow
that the doctrine is false when thus applied. It is very common,
in the course of a contention, that the first offender is on the
whole Jess guilty than his antagonist. OQur laws admit that there
is such a thing as justifiable homicide in self-defence. But how
often has the plea of self-defence been urged in vain before a
ceurt of Justice. How often has it appeared that he who made the

¢« God grant that no
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p[m was in fact z malicios murderar ! Snppose A. indicted for
i { the murder of B., to whicl indic tment he pleads not guilly.. Om.
enmmnw thewitnesses, the following facts are supported :—
xThnt for several yearsthere had been frequent bickerings between
[the accused’ and the deccased—that a little before the death of B.
he met, A. ata tavern, where much irritating language passed be-
‘tween them—that B. Fad been drinking too freely of ardent spi--
rits to have a proper command of his .passions, and that in the
heat of debate, he aimed:a blow" at-A. which, hoswever, was easily.
‘evaded—that after baving attempted to.strike, B.. immediately ro-.
.treated and ran, but was pursued by A. several miles, then over-.
jtaken and stebbed to the hedri—that- A. nat being -satisfied with -
thls act of "revenge, went lmmedmtely to the dwelling house of
'IB' and set it on fire. A. bemg allowed to plead his cwn cause,
'admitted the principal fiicts which had been proved against him ;
‘but alleged that he had acted on ** the strictest principles of self-
'defence,"’ and had_done nothing more than was necessary to self=
preservatlon ; that B. was the aggressor i first:attempting to-
‘m_]ure hith—that- his blood must therefore be required it his own.
'h'mds ‘What would an enlx«rhtened Court and Jury say to sach n
plea in such a case? Would they hesitate to pronounce A.-as
Lnrl.llt_y of murder.. This, however, is. but a faint picture of'thc
enormons cnmes -and horrors of what in our times 1s called do-

fensive war.

(6.) Let minisiers exumine how far the gcspel aHows of any-
wur. We wish they would. e can say for ourselves-that
when we sat ‘down to the close examination of this queetlon, nll
our prejudices were in favour of ‘war ‘in some cases ; but we
found the more we read and pondered on the sub]ect, that we-
'could not make any war—even'that which men had” been in the-
habit of deeming the most justifiable and necessary—compatible:-
‘with the genius and ‘principle of the Gospel. Defensive war we.
jascertained could " not be carried on without vengeance, ferocity,
{hatred, deceit, robbery, desecration of.the Lord’s day, and espe-.
eially the slaughter of innocent and unoffénding persons, and ac-
cordingly we renounced it on cliristian prmc]ples .

(7) The church cowntenances war. Alas!itisa melanchoiy
ifict, that thonsands of professing christians, familiar from their-
childhood withi the -Holy: Seriptures, and uniform in 1he pract:ce

|;of virtze, not only hesitate to admit the unlaw fulness, but even.

venture to defénd the necessity, if ‘not the lawfalness: of war.. .
Can there be a more . powerful proof afforded that a delusxon

exists capable of warpmv the'judgment, and ofrobscuring- the Jetter”

of’ Holv Writ.  Persons 'may be found who are willing to admlt -
that all sin is unlawful, and yet that war, which includes almost-
every sin, is excepted! Surely the churches do not well to be-
indifferent to a practice that has engendered more sin, and brought:
more wretchedness dnd woe upon infutvated man, than the indul-
gence- of ‘pearly every other depravity—that™ has - ensanguined;
the bosom of the carth with the blood of bumanity ; converting the.
peaceful vale into.a theatre of vindictive contest, and reducing the:
Jabours of ‘art and industry to the ruin and desolation of a Tophet.,
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TRUE GLORY.

“ Thel' err, who count it nlonous (o suhdue
H) conquest far and wndc, to overrun o
Large Sountries, and m field great battles w iu, .
Great cities by assault 1—,
But if there be 1n glory aught’ orgood .

~ It may by means fur different, be attain'd,
Without-ambition, wary or violence ;
By deeds of peace, by wisdom cmmem.

By paticuce, temperance.,
Millon's Paradise Regaineds

Our cotemporaries, we are glad to perceive, all deprecate war,,
sincerely, we have no doubt. With scarcely a dissentient voice.
all are for the avoidance of a ruthless conflict, if it can be done.
consistently with national honor. 'They are willing, howevar, to.
sacrifice peace to nphold our national character.. The British
name must be respected at all hazards. We are not insensible to
those warm, patriotic feelings which originate such sentinents,
and we should be sorry to indite a single remark tending to ob-
stract the fair, legitimate operation of a generous and christian
love of country. But do we in. our-advocacy of total abistinence
from war, love our country the less > Do we then undervalue the
true glory of England? God forbid: Ne, we would-cherish her
as the dearest gift of heaven,. and’ nt her altar we ‘would cheer-
fnlly sacrifice all the treasure we possess ; all’ bat the treasure of
a pure conscience and an unspotted life. ° ‘But can it be shewn
that the alory of a nation i3 based. upon ‘the elemeénts, capabili-
tics, and spirit of war—that it depends upon -her barracks, and
not upon her hospitals and benevolent institutions—that it is,
built up by her warriors and . heroes, and not by her philanthro-
pists and philosophers # We put it to our brethren, Whether the.
existence of national honor and glory, in the truest and best
sense of those expressions,’is not realized in the diffosion of
knowledge,; in common echools, in Subbath schools, in the spread




