ers, and the eﬁ'ect of whose faithfal” metructtone \vould not be
linfited by the first religious - excitement ‘which the entrance of
some over-heated or ignorant - enthusiast  might - be énabled: to
awaken;—of one, in short, who could dutlive this deranging
effervescence, and by shewing the calm and imperturbable mien
of sound and dignified Christianity in the midst of this unnatural
tumult, would, by contrast, soon demonsttate which was the
sa‘er guide to follow in the narrow pathway of Christian duty.

We would put it candidly to every man of every Christian
communion, whether the fixed and permanent establishment, in
every township for example, of sach an instructor of religion,—
of one who would conjoin with piety and zeal the advantages
of a sound biblical and general education,—of one who could
not shift and adapt his doctrines to the whims and fancies of the
changeful multitude, but who, bound by the wholesome restraint
of Scriptural articles of faith and a Scriptural form of worship,
would present'an unvarying front of opposition 10 the capri-
cious and innate desire for change;—we would ask every honest
Christian man whether to such township an instructor of veli-
gion like this must not prove a réal blessing. We would ask
the conscientious Dissenter himself whéther he would not desire
to see the establishment of this unalterable barrier against the
innovations - of absurd, false and destructive religion. We
would ask the mere moral member of society, the sincere lover
of his country, whether he would not anXxiously wish such a cor-
vective to the native unsettledness of the human character, and
the adoptlon of means for ensuring that stability of saciety
which erroneous religious instruction so mournfully helps to dis-

organize. We would ask of such to dismiss all seciarian jea-
lousy, and view the subject in the full breadth of Christian phi-
lenthropy, and with the sound and unbiassed views. of a true
Christian patriot ; and we dare anticipate that he will come to
the conclusxon, that the provision  for the establishment of such
a settled system of réligious tnstructton is ‘amongst the best
blessings which could be conferred upon the land ;—that its abo-
lition would have to be ranked amongst the heavrest misfortunes
with which the land could be afﬂtcted

All this, 1 as we have often satd was ‘foreseen by one of Eng-
land’s best ktncs and by one of Enolend’s great°st statesmen,
King George [1I. aid:d by his tllusmous ‘counsellor William
Piu, estebllshed for the Canadas that provtsron, by the eppropn-
ation of the Clergy Reserves, which would ensure the benefits to

which we have adverted ; but which,” fiom jealousy or want of |

reflection on the one hand, and from a deficiency of manly firm-
ness and undaunted constitutional"principle’ on the “other, has
been suffcred to remain unemployed, w—rendering every day
more and more difficult the reahzanon of the venefits whtch it
was undeniably calculated to brmg about,

- We shall not be so unjust as to deny 1o those of our levtsla-
tors who propose what we deem an unconetttuttonal division of
this property, the credit of perfect stncenty in the sentiment sthey
entertain and in the belief which they avow, that in dotngsothey
will best promote the quiet and well-being of this our rtsmg

country. Possibly, however, to the existence of such an opinion |

the doctrines of * liberality’ so eedulously diffused of late years
may unconsciously have contributed; and possibly it may have
been not a little strengthencd by a feeling—to which human
nature in its weakness is very apt to be blind—a’ feehng of
self-interest, to' the preservation ot‘ ‘which the mamtenance of
popularity is ‘conceived to be so essentxal ‘

When clamour against a prtnctple chances to rise very loud :
and happens not to be met with equal. vehemence on_the side of
its defenders, many are apt to mistake the emply declamation
for the legitimate expression of public opmton and some, unfor-
tunately, even if public opinion be manifesily wrong,—as on
some points it may, from a peculiarity, of circumstances, for a
time at least very easily be,—-are weak _enough to fancy that,
whether right or wrong, it is to be adopted as the rule of legis- |
“lative conduct:

every deference, ask our. friends from whose legislative views
on the point in question we . sertously dtﬂ'er, whether they tlunlr
the puhlto mind has as yet been .80 well tnlbrmed upon_all the
,bcneﬁctul workmgs of a publtc provnston for rcltgton, thet the
expresston of its optnron—founded oo, and, ehctted as it has
been, in a great measure, by notoriqus enemies of our invaluable
constitution—onght to be.adopted,,e,g, the basis of legtslatron
.upon the question of the Clergy.Reserves. . '

. To the scheme of dividing a settled, approprtauon .we object,
in the first place, as involving, the moral crime : and.dangerous
precedent of spoltatton and we object to it further. on the ground
that it will give countenance to, foster, and perpetuate that reli-
gious instability. which nlready exisis to so.lamentable an ex-
tent, and which&in the ratio of its- increase, must weaken the
common cause and practical benefits of religion itself, But settle
and establish the Protestant faith in this. Colony according.to. the
spirit of the British Constitution, and the manifest intention of
our Provincial charter ; and while by this means a safeguard js
established for the soundnese and permanence of Christianity
amongst us, it would seem ebsurd to antwtpate that, where no
burden is imposed—where no wrong is tnﬂteted-—where mere
Justice is done, and law obeyed—agitation can eontmne, or op-
position be persevered in, -

We were about to comment upon the remarks contained in cer-
tain of the Lower Canada pepere' on the subject of the General
Thanksgiving recently ‘observed in that Province, when we were
favoured with the following letter. Although the public quiet has,
in neither Province, been o far restored as- to supersede the ne-
cessity of watchfulness—a watchfulness, however, “confined
chiefly to the movements of foreign aggressore—it sirikes vs as
extremely strange to deny that the arm of Providence has not, in
both Provinces, been recently. interposed in a way which calls
for the unfeigned gratitude of every Christian. . If, then, epectel
mercies have confessedly been® vouchsafed, .is it wrong,—is it
not rather a religious duty, to- make a special acknowledgment
of them to the heavenly Giver? = 'We were. pained to_observe
that a dissent from the elleged veasons for.a General Thanke-

Gl'lng ebould in some meteneee tn the Lower Province, have| .
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Produced a-'manifest disrégard-of ihé day -thus- sacredly - et ‘in plunder and deeoletton. Bt it is .ncedless to speculate :—

apart; nor can we understand, although the: circumstance mey
possibly be capable of ample juenﬁcatton, why persons who, in
becomirg recognition of the cate of their God were proceeding
to his holy temple, should have been met Ly others proceeding
with trumpet and druta to practice at a target ! We mean, how-
ever, 1o reflect upon none—far less 10 impugn any thing more
than perhaps the thoughtlessness of the gullant defenders of our
sister Province; but as Christians, we must vindicate the duty
of declaring publncly our thankfulness 10 God when, by his spe-
cial providence, we have been preserved t‘rom the etroctttee ol‘ a
foul and unnatural rebellion. : :

To the Editor of the Church.

Qussrc, March 5th, 1838.
Rev. and dear Sir, —May Tbeg a place in the columus of * The
Church” for the suljoined exiracts from & Sermon preached by
me, in the Cathedral Church of Quebec, on occasion of the Iote
Public Thavksgiving; the’ propriety of which has been very
freely canvassed, and its object very generally misunderstood.
Yours very truly, GEORGE’ MACKIE

* A day of thanksgiving I” tt hae been seld “and l'or w)lat?
—The embers of sedition are smouldering yet, and it needs but
a breath to fan them into a flame! The sword of justice® is siill

Rather. tarry we the Lord’s leisure, let us await the removal of
His chastening hand ; then will we praise Him. in that day.”—

My Brethren, it may be that the Lord has not seen fit to grant
our petitions for deliverance. exnctly in the. manner or to the full
extent which we desnred but if His signal judgments called
upon us for a dislinct acknowledgement uf our guilt, a drslmcl
expression of sorrow and humiliation before Him; so do the
special acts of His Pl‘ledgl"\ce “ openly shewed in our_sight,”
require a distinct acknowledgmcnt of Hie goudness, a dtsttnct
expressron of our gratitude and love. Possnbly-—-probebly—-the
danger is not past:—1I can’ readtly believe that the political
horizon may be overclouded, and I be unskilled to discern the
signs of the times:” nay.I doubt not but that the Lord’s * hand
is stretched out still:”? but this l do know that He Aas interposed
in our behalfin a marked and ‘wonderfol manner :—were I to
doubt thts, every .murmur of . that noble stream which ﬂowe on
beneath our walls would taunt me with ingratitude ! ”‘"”’"

* But indeed, indeed, my orethren, our faith is wea, if it have
failed to recognize, in the late conjuncture of affuirs, suﬂictent
grounds for deep and devout' thankfulness : and those omonget
us who 'eel a distaste for this present service and ure. tncllned 10
call in questton its propriely,:would do well hom»e'ly lo enquire
of thetr hearta whether ‘there msy not be some lur’mrg dulxke
lo the exercise 1tsegf —Alss! the best of us—what a. low esti-.
mate does he form of this privilege! To seek. rcltef in dtﬁicul
ties—and to implore deliverance in preeetng dangere—-end to
throw ourselves before a mercy seat—this is cnmparetwely an
casy teak and there: ore few who, in seasons of need, wtll be_
found to question the efficacy of special pmyer,—ney, tf the'
truth were told, there are few who are not impelled to it by a
feeling of instinctive awe. -—But praise l—O my friends, v we are
men “ of unclean ltpe,” and 3 .we dwell in.a strange lend—e.nd i

'ts not easy for us. to raise our- Voices o _hymns. of joy. | Oh l,,‘we,

are too conversant 'tnth the grosser thmgs of ecnee—end,too
frequently engaged in other callings, our right hands * forget thetr
cumung”—our fingers are unskilled to awake the harp to, strains
of melody, and if they do touch the chords how faint and how
uncertain the sound. Praise is to the natural man a hard service
—and cven those who have been tnught 10 dlscern the prqﬁt of
godliness, are often how_slow to desire the bcauty a/ lemm !
'The fear and shame of consctoue gutlt, the prevatlmg feeturee of
its conduct when it was. yet sold under sin, will not fail to haunt
and ‘to ltnger ‘about the soul_ whtch hoe been tranelated nnto:;’the

From such a mode of thinking and acting we, {glortous liberty of edoptton in. Chrtet——end that elnvvsh disposi- |

of course, most unequivocally dissent; and we would, with].

tion, which euspects the: Lord in all hte advencee of love—wrll

unttl the mamfold goodness of God bas® ngetn and: egetn forced_
ttselt’ upon the Judgment with'a convictlon which it cannot re-
sist, and wrung froim ll, as’ it Were, its nlggordly dole of ocltnow-
ledgment.

A day of thenl«egmng premature And would it then be eo
grtevoue a crime if we were grlttel’ul by ontterpatton 'l—-but eueh
assuredly is not our. case --we are. but 100 tardy i in thts gmng
of thanks, as L heve before tnttmeted the weakeet;. elth cannot
but have percetved the hond ol' God i tn the late crisis of, danger,
for constder the rnode ol' Hte deahnge to ue-ward l-'I'be lncle-
mcncy of the | seneon was a rellytng polnt of hope to the dtsaﬁ'eo-
ted, and lo! .8 winter unparnlleled in mildness of temperature
has at once: baﬂied their devrcee. Heo who “was wont to * ¢ give
snow ltke wool “and to ecetter the hoar froet hke eehee, end to
cast forth Hte lce like morsels, has sent out His word and melted
them, hae causcd Hte wind to | blow end tbe watere ﬂow ”

But for this lnterpoettton voucheefed in the begtnntng ol' tron- -

bles, it had been difficult to aselgn a limit to thetr probeble amo
tinuance or eztenf for whether our t’eare have’ or ‘have not ‘ex-

aggerated the danger, all must eeltnowledge that it is well for| ihe

us that the flame of rebellion was thus early arrested in‘its ‘pro-
gress: —fed by success, who thall ' say how'. wrdely ‘or "how
fiercely it mtght have regedl The ‘establishment of an anti-Bri-

tish supremacy, the first object of dzraﬂi'rtwn—sucmg/ul ‘revoll
would' poeerbly have contemplated nothmg ‘Tess than thé ‘eztine.
tion of the British name ; and though the mad project must soon
have recoiled with the weight of a fearful destruction on- the
heads of its infatuated authors, yet meanwhile much of tndmdu-
ul euﬂ'ermg would bave been the ineviiable result of & ' sudden’
panic : our owi ‘position would have been far from securs, aid
that of the’ isolated settlers: frightful in the exireme: and, far-
ther, the lawlessriess of & border popnleee whtch has - so lately
proved to demonstration tbeube eoveretgnty of an empty pbdn-
tom ‘called * The’ Stete,"' " fat leds rational than thats sovereign-

ty of ‘2 female - which’ mob- "f’phy eﬂ’ecte to’ deepiee, ‘would
then heve been enebled eleeoet »mtbout beck to heve ruu rrot

<,
——-

. Merttel law is en_ll ni t'oree to thteProvmee.
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even then but too frequently stifle the accents of thenkegmng inf
their first essays of utterance, or withold: the.tribute of praise]|:

‘Wrhatever of good, political foresight may have effected for us——
,whelevet’, under the blessing of God, humen ssgacity may have
devised in cur behalf,—the direct agency of the Lord himself
"has been pletnly visible in werdmg ¢ff from our troops the ngon
‘of climate, in ehteldmg their lives in the t.ey of battle, in revi--

-ving and animating their courage by o series of furtunate events;:
and for these and all other Flis mercies it well becomes us 1o be

hank(u?, and to extvl His name who has not suffered * our fces
o trivimph over us.” Come then, and let us with cne heart and
‘one mind moake the one voice of melody to" ascend. - Whet
: ’thouoh our dehvcrance be not yet complete i~—we hevc bren de-

livered from many and greet dongere What thoughi the Lord’

| have not given perfect peace in al our Gordera!” He has etrength-

‘ened the dars of our gates. Hehas protected— ke lias preserved
us;—and if we have not reccived the full tale of desired mere
ciee, stili how * great is the sum of them !” and morcover how
wise and how just is He with whom we have to do!<—My Bre-
thren, it can hacdly be that we shall wicld with lcsa «ffct the
“two-edged sword in our hands” if the pruises. of God bo on
eurlips. It can hardly be that a devout acknowledgment of
what He has done for us, will render us less fitted to trust Him
for help and strength,—or that by mognifying Him in his own-

‘eppotnted way, we slmll causo him'to turn hte face from us,
unsheathed : and can this be indeed a time for j joy.and gladnass 1§

Only let us see to it that our thenltegmng Vo, in very deed that

-of the heart,—the thanksgiving of a life and conversation ore

dered aright. This is tho trus eloquence of prolse—-tlue the
song of gratitade which he loves to hear, ' * ¢ ¢~

THE FORTY . DAYS OF FASTING,. .

Concetning the period of - forty duy's during whtch our Lord
fasted, the words of St. Luke seem to imply that it refes to eome’
other transaction of Scng&uro, 8s a counterport and oceomplteh-
ment; and that this precise lime ol' forty duye, rather than ony
other, was proper 1o the, accasion. Fle says, w)lm Mc days teere-
ended, or, as the Greek wtllbear, wltcn the doye wero [ u{/illrd 4
the word betng the samcas in thet possage of St. Mmlr What
shall be the sign when all these things. shull. be Sulfilled ? But
1 lay no great stress upon the. word ; for, ‘whether the' exprcsslon
of the evangelist implies it or not, the pcrtod of forty days doth
certoinly connect this transaction wtth rnony thers in the Sncred
History ; and there is rcason to euppoee, that the pcrtod itself
was derived from some very early occosion,  Afier revolving it
long in my thoughts, I would propose _the l'ollnwnng conjecture
to those who are skilful in the Scrupture, nomely, that thic first
man spent forty daysin Pnrndtee, and: thatin this pcrtod he wos
tempted, fell into sin by cating the forbidden’ fruu, end l‘orl‘cttcd
the tree of life with the inheritance of tmmortelny ll' this Le
supposed, the period of forty - dnye ‘will occur: neturelly in other
[ransactions, and pertieulerly in this of our Saviour’s temptation,
which is evidentiy founded on the tcmptetton ‘ard rnll of the first
Adam. The curse brought upon the world’ by. thc food, ond oc-
casioned by the sin commrtted in pereduc, (Gen. v. ‘9) was forty
days in the execution; for so long the rains were descending,.
-and the great deep emptying itself upon the enrth’e surface, thee
the sin and its history might be recogmzed in.its pumehment.
When the Israclites searched the lend: of Conann, that eccond'»
paradise, which was to, bo the reword of: thctr probnllon in the
wilderness, they had o foretaste of it for foriy dnys Numb. xlv. s
33, 34); and the people who mnrmured al the evil’ report of the -
faithless spics were condemned 7. wander t'orly‘ycere in: the wil-
derness, a ycarfor a doy ‘80 that this’ pena 1rnbohxee again
with the curso whtch was consequent on the loss of parodtee.

~ Under the minisiry of the;. prophet Joneh the Bpace “of: forty
deye was allowed to tlie Ninevites, as-an tnterval in which they
might have opportuntty of ‘averting ‘the’ divtne judgment by res
pcntunco and fasting. Moeoe spent forty dnye ond forty nights -
‘upon. the mount, when, he recewod Ahe tables:of .the. law. from’
hand of God, and the same act was repooted on.occasion of the' .-
tables which were broken. - During his continuance inthe mount,
‘he did meither eat bread mor drink water ; and his fast was ob-
served ina wnlderneee. Elueh ulso,. when ho ﬂed ‘out. of J o
croeeed the rlver Jorden, and feeted forty daye end t’orty ' ghte;{- .

twice t’eeted t'orty deye, end where the Iereeltter wero -ledueboul:":'-#@fv
in a state of penance for t‘orty yeere. AR SR u

T The generel egrecment on- 80- meny occeetone eoncernmg the e
pertod of forty daye, mtght probably be d riv

eq!mm the ortgmu[ o

cordrng 1 the ebundent teettmony of the Scnpture, betng more e

‘suitable to the occasion than any other, - “Avhe euﬂ'ercd and rosa: -

ugaln onllte tlurd day, aceordtng to the Scripture, e_o he "feeted~. 2

both ancient and-modern. —(Slr William. Jones.) i

- ‘ S TUITION., .+ iy s o
THE Subeerlbere 10 .the, Classical end Methemetlccl Sehool .
eetebltehed in Q.uebee in 1836 _are deelroue of incr’eae

The lnetttutnon is now conducted by the l'ollo_wmg Me ey,
- Head Maeter—Rev. F, J, Lundy, 8.C. te Scholar ot‘ Unl- )
veretty College, Oxl'ord o L
Mathematieal . Meeter-—Edwerd Chnpmen Eeq B ‘A lete =
Scholer; of Cetue College, Cambridge, . Second Meeter, end- L
'l'eecber ol' French, ltellen, Writing,_ drc.—E. H Brown E:q
many yeere reetdent in France and ltely. S .
Persons w ing to bocome Subscribers, and deeiroue of bemg g
mformed of t m_e,dw &c. are requeeted to'opply toJ Geo. Ies
vine Erq Becretery lo the Quebec Classical School, Dalhousis = -
Plece ; ortothe Rev.F.J. Lnndy, St. Ursule 8treet, Qu'

: Lmee reeeived to Fridey. ltitlr Mareh tm i1 ir
= Rev. C.:P. Reid, rem, in full for vol, l.—ineludin‘ mnlt

in full from :Rev. J. Brettbrum,.Wm. Proudfoot, Esq. withen-

closure; 8. 8. Wilmot, Esq.;.J. Kent, Eeg. (2) with eeeloeure;

' | Rav, F. J. Luedy.[tbeppmbevebeeneent;] Bev J, M'

-



