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THE *'BEAVER OTJRRENCY', TOKENS 0F THE

HUDSON'S BAY COMPANY.

B3v R. W. bMcLACIII.ANZ.

4 : nour cight years agn, tiiere Canie in ii.

of a young collector a coin titat 11.1( hilcir o wt-
~~uIq> ~ i ained unknown to Caniadianf Numism.i, Thie

Sob)verse of this coin bore the armis of t1iv 1 ludon".
Bay Company wvitluin a wreaili of oak leaves, wvhile on the revcms%
wcere inscribcd tbc letters I-B 1 F' M 1 !- I N B3, in four hiles.
Although enquiries wverc madc ai the Mfontreal, L.ondon ;Ild
WVinnipeg offices of file Company, nio information could be eliciteci
as to the mcaning of thcse lctters, the purpose (,f the tokcn, or
when it ivas struck ; nor could the officers tell whethcr an>' more
were to be found ini the forts or trading-liosis of flic Company.
Various conjectures, more or less incorrect, wcre made in attempt-
ing to arrive at the micaning of the inscription.

Thc fortunatc posse5sor of thîs coin knew how to appreciate i-s
rarity, and thus turn an honest penny, for lie sold il to a miore
advanced numismatist for one hundred and twcnty-five dollars, an


