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value, niutilatcd as it is. It would bc pricelcss indced,
could wc rccov'cr cnu of tlc îipper surface to rend it
wvithout doubt or hecsitation. The nuniber of lettcrs on the
monument %vias a littie over 1,000. The numbcr preserved
is 669. Subjoined is the translation given by M. Clermont
Ganneau, J unt-, 1870:

"«I arn M csa, son of Cîarnosgad, King of Moab, the
Dibonitc. 1 i:' father rcignied thirty ycars, and 1 have
rcigncd ai ter miy fathcr. 1And 1 have built this sanctuary
for Clianios in 0arhia [sanctuary of saivation), for hce has
saved mce froili ail aggrcssors and lias made me look upon
ail rn) ecimies %vith contenmpt. 1

" Oniri was Kin.- of Israel, and opprcssed Moab during
many days, and Chiarnos n'as irritatcd at blis aggressions.
And bis son stccecd lîinî and lic said. lie also, ' 1 will op-
press Moab,' 1 In my days I said 'I will . . . dm . .. ..
and 1 will visit hlm and bis bouse.' IAnd Isracl wvas ruined,
ruincd for ever. Ornri gained possession of thc land of
Medeba. 1 And lie dwelt thcre . . . [Ababi bis son lived
forty years, and Chamos made 1dim [perisli] in my time.

'lThien 1 built Baal Mcon and constructed Qiriathaim. 1
"And thc men of Gad dwelt in the country of [Ataro]th

fromn ancient tintes, and the King of Israei biad buit the city
of Ataroth. I attackced the city and 1 tool, it,-and 1 kiiicd
ail the people of the city, as a spectacle to Cliamos and to
Moab, 1and 1 carried awvay froni thcrc thc . . . and I
draggcd it to tic groutid before the face of Chamos at
Qeriotx, 1 and I brouglit there the. men of Saron <or of Cho-
fen) and the men of MNaha.-routli?)

" And Chanios said to nie, ' Go; take Nebab fronm Israel.'
jwcnt b), niglit, and I fouglit a-ainst the city from the

dawn to rnidday, 1 and 1 took it :and I kiiled ail, seven
thousand [mn, and 1 carricd aw'ay with me] the wrnen and
the young girls; for to Astar Chamos belongs Uic consecra-
tion of won; j and 1 brouglit froin there the vessels of


