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wcre bncie reigns of niany styles, chief anmong whichi was the
day of the wekl printed in raised Icttcrs across the upper
corner of the shcet. There w~as no beauty iii this, but it was
at Ienst usclul in Ietting thc recipient of an undecipherabie
note kntotv upon w~hat da), it was written.

After ail tIteïc changes camne the sensible style now iii use.
No crcst, no monOgram, no gildig-nothingto indicate that
the sender is second cousin on bis niotber's side to the bail
sistcr of an Eari, or lt zir app-trent of one of the sovcreigns of
Ireland. A plain square white envelope. witbout a mark
upon it. cxcept the addrcss and the postage starnp. Thc

Imper «a siote-size shcet af unruicd Irish linen or the Ameri-
can imitation. which is ncarly as good. unsized, and witb
just one Uine of icttcring ta relicvc its pure white surface.
This letter is for use more titan for onnanient. t ii sinîply
the addrcss front which the kettcr is writtcn. Il Eicvcn
thlou-.snd Fifth Avenue, New York," for instance. printed
across tbe right.han<lside of thc top of the sheet, sometirnes;
in black, oftener in sorne decp.colon. Titis uine ks usuaily
engraved. and i.- starnped into tîte papen so as to make a
raised surface. and it ks gencrally donc in sonie appropriate

gothic or nid Enlish letter. Uniden this single printed line
tite date is writtcn. It ks the first flionnable design used
on letter paper Iar hiall a century that is sure ta bc unden.
stood instantly bî eveny one wvba secs it. amtd it is the finst
letter onniament of the sliitest use si iice the days of tîte old
wvax seal. It i~ i aconbination of sfimplicitv and utiiity that
<lesenves a longer existence thanl bas beci> cnjoyed by any of
its pncecssor., ini the mode. WVnittcni iii the lange, fnc
hanid now affectcd by ynung ladies oni this papen, w'itbout a
particle of gi~sand wititout a suspicion of the penfuicd
sachet, a lashionabic letter of the prescmtt day is airnost
ats statcly antd digmtified as onc of the oid oncs writtcn by
aur lonefathers.


