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THE CHRISTIAN SENTINEL.

I wilk stand upon my watch, and set me upon the tower, and will wateh to see what he will say unto me,

and whbat I shail answer when I am reproved—Has.ii. 1.

Rev. A, 4. BURWELL, Edtor.)
—_—ana :

THREE-RIFLES, FRIDAY 17 SEPTEMBER 1830,

[Vor. L—Ne. 3.

THEOLOGY.

Arsrrasaradaa

FOR THE CHRISTIAN SENTINEL.

DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY.—No. I1L.
THE Dootri

neof the Trinity'takes forgranted the distinct p-rsonalily of
:t:eg:’!y Ghoat; he who is the sam:’li/igf;r of those who obey the Gfo(s}»e‘},
Thet "8t is their Mediator and Intercessor at the right hand o l"o .
flon 1‘?““ of the divine administrntion whiek conprehends the.nphp fea-
Whete 1€ 18 the souls of men. is entirely committed to his hands.
ther @ the oly Spirtt is not aetively present inm & grucins snter;z;‘o,
Spir‘i!tlg’ng spiritwal life. Henee these exXpressions : ¢ Querich not the

Flev Sy ” ¢ 14 t,h)' H()ly
Spirit from me.”e not the %IO‘) Spirit of God ¢ * Fake no

. here appears to be a fitness
ol grace being committed exclus

in the work of the general applicalion
Ry, Ther:is a diffic ity in b

ively to one persen ?f( th; 1’}11‘;53;%["1"::
ringing t} son of Gout t! o
“):;:hGOVernor, and the Judge of our cl«’n::l‘g(:l;fz to persounl jutercourse
Sioneﬁ; on account of the « enmity” and breach of frien-lship 0“'}*"
o Mzd:u’l. Our ouly means of Javourabic access to him s "by ItE u:
a8 ho is m’rl.: or between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus.” ;1
blood of 1 onlel.v absent from the earth, and is entered wfth t‘le
imimediat © everlasting covenang” into the * holy of holies,” or the
who caﬁ o ])lr_esence at :‘h"' right hand of God, to intercede for those
plication onf ";“a"’e “ 1t appears not unnatural, that the pm""{" “(’1’8
than his - ot the grace mediated for, should be made by other hauc
240 IS ;—even by the hands of Him whom the Father was to send in
Batﬂzfl i;“a}'id Whom he promisad to send for that purpose from the
iv. oa e shall take of mine, and show it un o you.” (ee Johm
Xv. 26, and xv., 26, and xvi 15.) " And the re.son why he is called the

omforicr, is, because he sanctifies the heart and life ju the application
shall grace committed to his charge. “T will pray the father, aid e
cver.glve you another Comforter

hoth , that he may abide with you for
awib even the Spieit of Trugh,” (John xiv. 16.)y Sanctificationby the
pi ying blood of Christ, is that which makes our persons accemubl’t:
Aud :l:‘g;\{t of (:ol: for he saith: < Be ye holy, because. I am holy.

dlosn e i oly _(xho_st 18 the €omforter, beeause he sanctifies the un‘i
peaee’.“ €xcites in them the love of God, which brings comfort an

1t is worthy of k
soripture,exge i oo i
ing o PYin coniection with some act of grace. Even in de-
:(:::20;?‘-’ x&dg ments by thoge « holy men of (;lft‘lgwho spoke as they
mers mo n‘ier ¥ t::e Holy_ Ghost,” he was performing acts of kind-
late, Y2 BY Warning singers to turn and repent before it Was
mBu: ostul;ce the personality of the Holy Ghost is denied by some, it
t);_ o ¢ amiss to make a few romayy on the subject.
Gog, e Holy Ghost is nothing inoll"}*
o~ ai :flt.hout a personalily of hig own,
B t??m{\?’h qualities s;ndlal\ttlribntes given to him the same as o dGO
. may not all the Djvyi ib- wisdom
frot_iness, Justﬁe, pgwer, me - claim their deifoation aud :

also? D rey, &e: claim their deification aufl divine
tors ag 11, " Did an altribute of God move upon the  face of the wa-
sy, «go ar ':“e of the Creation 7 Did a qnality of a Divine person
calleq thel:n ;,e me Barnabas and Saul to the work whereunto I have
iribute or quaij as our Lord begotten of his Virgin Mother by.an at-
%0 indesd, - 't‘mfa Person, and not by the person himself? 1f it be
tholic doctring .,“‘BBS :ire' i;:finitel-y ‘more mysterious thaw  the Ca-
aity” possibly can be.
2 for & Trinity of 1 fg, without
an : ny rsonal affice only, 0
disytirc?il:m 01; of peravmr. gy thi:y:lest&eys the p;etzsoml;ld relative
i Of Father, Son and Hel Ghost. For there cannot be a
¥a oy wora Hely St pravesding from ke Father

than a quality or aitribute of
as some pretend, why arve per-

that the Holy Ghost is never mentioned in .

Raeag—

and sent 1y the Som, and also sent by the Fﬂll.'r_r irf I_he .°9n s naggcl
without Iather, Son and Holy Ghost, each maintaining his olvlvn ~l:-
tinct personality.  Dut this afficie! Trinity seems to require the l;mh

ter to stand thus: The office of the Father shall send the office of t (tl.'
Holy Ghostin the name of the office of the Son, to toac]:f comfort a‘\}n

sanctify those whom the affice of the Sor} has redeeme. fror_n the F!S:
pleasure of the office of the Father ; while yet there is nqtther a

ther, Son, nor Ho'y Ghost, because, theve is Imt one sohtarytr_pil;
sou in the Godhead! David prayed: * Take not the office of thy

Holy Spirit from me.” Yet David did not fancy himself in possesvion
of sucha high office , -

If the Hf;lv Ghost is a ercature, uamely : not a divine person, the
same difliculties arise on account of the influence h}s offive and works
are calculated to establisl over the hearts and affections of dms«la whom
he comforts and sanelifies, and makes fit for the enjoyuent of mfwen,‘
as we have found to arise iu the case of our Saviour and Red‘e(i;ngp :
and the influence would have a bearing on our conncetion and relasion
both with the Father and the Son. [gor ag bare redemption leaves us
unsanctified ; and as the grace of sanctirication is the work of ansther
person ihan the Redeemer ; if that other liad not a perfect community
of interest with both the Father and the Sqn,‘he might lave, or .WIS'h
to have a separate independent interest of his own ; fmd personal indi-
vidual ambition might introduce a distracting influénce mt9 his opera-
tions. The affections—nay, the allegiance, (and the 01{111 of allegiance
is Laken, in baptism, equally to the Son and the Holy Ghost in 'con‘)um]‘;
tion with the Fuather :) the allegiance, 1 sa:, of_those ‘)'hq \'}enve sucl
amazing benefit from” his personal intercourse in the l'mhv:dun.l appli-
cation of gracs, mizht cortainly be coveted, anl possib! ﬁe gng:hto
his individual person, to the exclusion of all others. e know a;
those who come the nearest to our persons in acts of kindness an
charity, have far the best chance of securing our gratlt_nde angl aﬂ'qc-
tion. ~ And hence, if the Holy Ghost be not (iqd,the foundation for
seducing our alleriance from God, while he_contcrs on us such' grfla't .
benefits, is laid in nature itself. The premises themselves furaish di-
rect evidence of it. The person of God is kept at too great a distanee
from us for us to feel ourselves as his cspecial favourites; and we can
hardly persuade our own self-consciousness that we are eﬁ‘ectuelly
“ made nigh” to him by favours so remote in their origin, and pa;smg
through the hands of two intermediate personages; who indeed by
their actions which have a bearing on our Imppi'm's.;} appear lo be the
only ouex nearly and intimalely interested in our welfave. )

Itis unneceéiwy here to repeat what I have said in the'two ptl:ece-
ding numbers concerning community of nature as the enly sure foun-
dation of community of rnferest. I will, however, notice what l(:ur
Lord says of the Holy Spiritin John xvi. 13: “ He shall n’?t speal of
himself; but whatseever he shall hear, that s}nall hq speak. ’ b«l:rlptmfe
calls him, (See 1 Pet. i. 2,) the Spirit of (:'hl'lst‘“'hlch was in the 1:;0;

hets; and in many places, the Holy Spirit of God. Paul al:'gues b l:‘e
¢ knows the things of God the same as the Spirit of a man nows .
things of a man. And as the Spirit of a man can do nothing of itself
as independent of the man whose the Spirit is; so the }.Io y G;lhoge,

being one in nature, substauce, lmo_wledgg, power, and yvnll wnt. th
Father and the Son, whose Spirit he is, can do nothing of hzm.ce(f
othierwise than as it is equally of thrm: ghe same as a partoer in &
firm, does things of partnership not as aof himself, Put as of the fram.

I'will also further observe, that if the Holy Ghost is a crealure,
there.is no foundation in the nature and order of his being fqr a pea:
fect and indissoluble community of interest with the Father am% |
Son ; and cousequently no natural securily, or security- arising rm
the nature of his” existence and essential union with them, \ o
abuse of the great and extraordinary powers entrusted to his con 0.
‘Every creature, by the constitution of free-agency and will, n;:y
bel against God, seeing that it is naturally possible so to do a8 !{B'z
the mind is hold by simple motive : for that caunot be called edodie:



