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was on the point of closing the door, | distinet-
ly heard e sound in the same direction as hefore,
but as of a huge door creaking on its hinges ;'
then came a gust «f wind again, then another
sound, from what direction [ could not exactly
determine, but which I heard distinetly,

These repeated noises convineed me that there
must nnjuestionably be something or other
going on in the opyosite wing, and frequent ap-
plications to my bramdy-tlask, coupled with an
atsolute silence of from seven to ten minutes,
rendering me brimful of courage, I made up my
mind to set out on an exploring expedition.
Accordingly I tore off iny boots, and, ence more
opening the door, 1 crawled to the top of the
stairs, and, cudgel in hand, bogan to descend.
I reached the first landing without anything
taking place ; but, directly 1 had set foot on the
first step of the next flight, | heand 2 sound ap.
{)urentls' nearer to me than the others had been,

nit still proceeding from the same direction ; it
scemed as though some heavy body had been
dushed agninst the wall, T listened for its being
repeated, but in vain, 1 recommenced descend-
ing, the rotten steps, despite my utmest efforts,
creaking at every movement 1 made. At last |
reached the lobby, and stood upou its cold,
Jdamp flags. | hud walked nearly acroas it, and
was stopping to consider whether [ should go
auy farther, when suddenly I b.came aware of
the fact that there was a living creature of same
kind or other in the hall with me. 1 cannot tell
how it was 1 knew it, for I heard no sonud, not
even a breathing, nor could my staring, strain.
ing eyes detect any object whatever. Yet still
I knew it. 1 would have staked my life on it
—yes, staked my life on it—that there wasa
hiving creature in that hall, and oot only this,
but not very far from me, snd between me and
the stair-case I had just descended.

My courage gradually ooz d ocut at my toes’
ends ; I felt my knees beginuing “o tremble, and
I inwanlly anathematised the stupidity [ had
been guilty of in quitting my voum. At length
I cautionsly edged my way from where I was
standing, and moved toward the front wall,
holding my breath., 1 gained the wall and
planted my quivering frame against the front
door. 1 lstened with all my might, but still
no sound could be heard ; yet [ cﬁslinctly felt
that the ereature, who or whatever it was, had
left its original position and was moving slowly
toward me.

Shaking all over like a man with an ague, 1
stole along till 1 reached the side wall ; there |
stopped, bmt it was only for a few seconds, for
this time 1 not ouly felt, but actually heard a
light rustling behind me within a fow feet of
my back. 1 glided on, taking huge strides on
tip-toe, and going as fast as was possible in the
circumatances, 1 was crossing the hall, with
the intention of making a frantic rosh op my
staircase, when 1 suddenly stumbled over the
sile of bricks at the back and fell upon my face,
I'he next instant a heavy body came tumbling
on top of me, and 1 was gripped by the neck as
iff with a vice.

My first idea was that I was in the clutch of
some wild animal, a bear perhaps; and my
terror was so great as | thought this that 1
could move neither hand uvor foot. This state
of feeling, however, lasted but a few srconds,
and then 1 commenced struggling with my an-
tagonist. 1 raised my arm to try to free my
throat from the pressure which was half strang-
ling me, and my fingers at once came in contact
with a hand of unmistakable flesh and blood.
My cournge-returned when I found that my
enemy was but human, and 1 quadrupled my
exertions to release myself. 1 tugged, wriggled
and wresatled, and at ?ast by a powerful twist |
threw off wy opponent. The next instant |
sprang upon him, and clutching firmly n long
thin beard, I clenched my fist, and while stea-
dying myself for the delivery of a terrific blow,
I shriekcd pantingly.

“ 'Yl settle you, I'll ghost vom, you scoun-
drel t”

“ What's that1" said a startled voice.
“ Harey !

“ Hallot " I ajaculated, in amazement,
“ Felix 1"

It was my brother,

* Yeg," gaid he, rising slowly aud somewhat
painfully from the ground. ‘It is Felix ; but
how you eame to be here I cannot imagine."”

** Why,” replied 1, rubbing with tender fin-
gers my almost dislocated neck, ** 1 came to seo
the ghost, to be suret” .

“So did I,” said Felix. * But why didu't
you inform me of your intention ! Where have
vou been until now ! How came you—"'

ere ensued a whole series of questions, an.
swers, and explanations, till, finding there was
no likelihood of their ending for some time, and
as | was beginning to feel the damp flags deci.
dedly uncomfortable to my feet, 1 abruptly
suggested an adjournment to my room. My
brother, however, proposed mounting to his
(uarters—the little rcom in the opposite wing
corresponding to mine ; and as he spoke of the
fire, bramidy, ete,, which he had left there, I at
once gave way and accompanied him. .

When tungly ensconced in ap arm-chair, with
my feet ou the hob, & cigar in my moutl, and o
glass of steaming brundy-and-water close at
hand, | gave a detailed account of my ad-
ventures since wo had parted; andl then my
brother in his turn narrated to me how it was
that he came to be in the haunted house, and
why he deseended, like 1 did, to the hail.

e made up his mind to syend the night in
the haunted house while absent on his ﬁshinq
excursion ; and dircetly he did so he returne
ta our lodgings for the purpose of asking me to

| ]
be his companion, and of making the necessary they are amang the poorest of the industrial pa-

arrung‘:ement*. He was greatly disnppointed ‘
when he found that | was from home, but never-

theless resolved to praceed with his undertaking,

and to pass the night there alene.  He told the

landlord of his intention, and bhe at once offered

him all the assistunce in his power. They were

at first greatly puzzled at the absence of the

key ; but this proved no ohstacle, for another

was procured from the Vicar of the parish.

My brother reached the baunted house, in
company with the landlord, at about twelve
o’clock, so that all his preparations must have
been made while | wag suugly asleep The first
noises heard were caused by my brother's npset-
ting his table and knocking over the fire-irong,
the rest Ly his stumbling about the room. The
first disturbance which met his enrs was the
banging to of my door by the wind; he then
opencd his door, und in due course of time heard
other sounds, which indueed him, like me, to
inake a tour of inspection. The rest is known.

We spent a jolly couple of hours in chatting
over the fire, and dropped off to sleep just as
the dawn was breaking. We were not disturbed
by any noises whatever, and so firmly refused
credence to the extraordinary tales which we
had heard.

R. V, C.

THE ELDER NATIONALITY.

A vigorous plant is the French nationality of
Quebec @ its roots-deep sunk and its brinches
wide spread. It is the elder nationality of Ca.
nada.  Compared with it, its Anglo-Canadian
brother is a puny infant. The literature of
Freurh Canada glows with the fire of nationali-
tv. The celebration of the feast of St. John the
Baptist, lets loose floods of oratory in this
spirit. At the shriue of thig erst-while patron
saint more inceunse rises than before that of the
actual patrou saint of French Canada, Sainte
Anne.  Such is the effect of habit. There is a
strong family likeness in all this oratory; and
the excusable pride for what French Crnadians
have done and suffered might appear to a stran-
ger as self-praisex beyond the measure of de-
sert. But it is not quite so. The French Ca.
nadians have done much and suffered much.
A feeble coleny, almost down to the day when
they became British subjects, they had to fight
for their lives against savages, the enemies of
their own savage allies.

The iucreace of the 65,000 French that were
in Caunada, when the country came under the
British flag has been great, far beyond that of
the like number of any other race in America.
It is their boast and their pride that they have
been able to preserve their language, their laws
and their religion, amid the adverse influences
with which they were surrounded. To two offi-
cial tongues many object ; but it is only reason-
able that a million of Freuch speaking people
should be allowed to use their own language in
Parliament and in the courts of justice. The
French laws get too much praise; and they
have long since ceased to remain intact, At
the late national convention of Freunch Cana-
dians, in Essex, the usual stress was laid on the

reservation of the French laws. A stranger,
istening to the speeches, might have thought
that the Custom of Paris was still the only civil
law of Canada. Some of the orators, on that
day, claimed that the French law is much bet-
ter than the English. This superiority M. T,
J. J. Loranger called ‘“intinite.” But he went
on, unconsciously, to praise the Anglification of
the French laws. He dwelt with pride on the
abolition of the feudal tenure aund the birth of
what he called the municipal régime. Na
greater change than that of the laud laws could
be made. The fendal tenure was swept away,
and free and coumon roccage put in its place.
Under the French law the people did nothing
for themselves ; evervthing was done for them
by the Goverpment. Under the municipal law,
the people attend exclusively to their own local
wants. If this putting of English law in place
of the French was a real geod, wholesale praise
of the French law is strangely out of place.

Mr. Lorauger is, we believe, the first to alter
the old motto, schich embraced language, laws,
and religion. 1le makes it read, ‘‘land, laws
and faith (% sol, les lois, I foi.)"  The English
law gave the land to the farmers ; when the
French law was in force, they were fendsl
tenants, If the possession of the soil is a great
ohject, and all will admit that it is, and if the
English law has given the scil to the farmer,
praise of the French law, so far as this goes, iy
at the expense of the fact.

The great increase of French Canadians in
the Eastern Townships aud the fact that they
now form & mejority in three counties in Onta-
rio—Prescott, {{ussoll and Ottawa — is pointed
to by M. Loranger as an indication of the futu-
ro march of the race to which he belongs. In
natural increase, they move faster than British
Canadians or Americnns, They are willing to
live on less ; for thom comparative poverty has
not the same terrors that it has for othiers. The
Church, in favoring early maiviagee, has in
view as much the increase of the race as the
morality of tho flock. This double motive is
made to béar abundant fruit. But political
cconomy avenges itsell. The struggle for cxis-
tence, in the carly marrying race, is greater
than in those that admit a greater degree of pru-
denco to guide them in the most important nct
of life.  On the score of morality, the Freuch
aro gainers ; and crime, in any form, is not fre-
quent in the rural districts. In some of the'
castern States, French emigrants from Canada

are getting a numerous offspring. Buat there

pulation. In the manufacturing towns their
moral degeneracy is rapid ; and in a chort time,
their increase may b2 much less than in the
in the rural parts of Quebee. Hut wherever
they remain on the Jand, their fecundity will
probably be unabated. Fifty years hence, they
may form the majority in much more than four
counties of Outario.

But while the French are spreading and may
continuwe to spread, in the eastern States and
Ontario, there is little guarantee that they will
always retain the exclusive character which
their orators tell them it is desirable they should
maintain, Factory life, in New England, is
death to French exclusiveness. It is in vain to
tell the French operatives to preserve their lan-
grunge irtact ; their children will of necessity
srenk the language of the conntry. In Ontarin,
the change will be less rapid ; but wherever the
French go in small numbers among an English
speaking population, they must learn to speak
English. It is conceivable that, in future, a
population of French origin may in some of the
counties of Ontario form a majority, whose
names will be Anglicised and whose ordinary
language will be English.

The French Canadians have 2 theory that the
English, even since the conquest, have been at-
tempting to crush them. We have read the
statement a thousand times, in 2s many writ-
ings and orations. Read one and you read all.
M. Loranger may be taken asan average ex-
ponent of the ideas of his countrymen. Ac-
cording to him, English law was introduced
after the conquest to crush the French and con-
tinued in force till 1774. He interprets the
passing of the Quebec Act by the British Parlia-
ment as a concession to the conquered race to

A person on the other band whois engaged as
a clerk, tutor or governess, though employed in
a quasi-domestic service, is not lawfully coz-
sidered a household servant, and if engaged
without an express contract as to time, and is
not guilty of misconduct, he or she cannot be
dismissed without a proper notice, to expire at
the end of the current yearor his of her engage-
ment ; but there is no fixed law upon the sub-
ject, and each case is dependent upon special
circunmstances. [t has been held that if there is
no evidence to the contrary that the general en-
gagement of a clerk was not a hiring for a year,
but rather an engagement determinable by three
months’ notice ; and this view expressed by the
lute Chief Baron Pollock was approved of by
other judges.

In theabsence of any stipulation in the hiring
agreement, a8 domestic servant cannot be dis-
charged without a month’s notice or a month's
wages. When the engagementis for a year, and
so on from year to year, as long as the parties
please, it can only be determined by reasonable
notice to expire at the end of same year of the
service, but in a case where the contract of
hiring was ** for twelve months certain,” and
the employment was to coutinue from time to
time until three months’ notice in writing was
given by either party to the agreement to put an
end to such, it was decided that it might be de-
termined at the end of the first year by giving
three months’ notice for this purpose.

In the treatise upon the Law of Master and
Servant, by Mr. C. L. Smith, we are iuformed
that it is difficult to point out any general rules
as to the particular causes which will ju~tify the
discharge of a servant applicable to all cases;
the question whether or not a servant was pro-

prevent its taking refuge under the flag of
Washington. The difficulty about admitting
this inte?remtion of history is that there was
no such flag till two vears after the passing of
this Act, and the hovering storm, then a
scarcely visible speck, gave no sign of bursting,
Besides the French bad nothing to gain by
joining the revolt of the New England colonies,
when it did cccur. We think this orator
equally speaks without the book when he attri-
butes the enactruent of the constitution Act of
1791 to a fear of disaffection of his ancestors
and their compatriots. Nor do we admit that
the union of 1841 had for its object the destruc-
tion of French Canadians. Fach Province was
accorded equal representatior, and the French
population by forming 2 solid mass was likely

fact it generally did, till the advent of confede-
ration. M. Lomnger is not quite certain of
the outcome of confederation ; but he fancies he
finds his race more or less in a position of ine-
quality and thinks that certain constitutional
questions, which have already arisen, may put
its national existence in peril ; but he sees sal-
vation in the storm-cloud which can be drawn
to their relief. This lugubrious interpretation
of history suits the mood of M, Loranger's
compatriots ; though as a prophet, he stands
nearly alone,

Sir G. E. Cartier used to boast of having told
the Queen that his countrymen were French-
speaking Englishmen. His intention was to
convey & compliment. If he meant, as he pro-
bably did, that they did not regret having ceas-
ed to be French subjects or citizens, he did not
exceed the truth. The good curd of St. Jerome,
who was selected to preach before Bishop Fabre,
at Montreal, on this day of national rejoicing,
spoke nearly to the same effect: ‘‘To have
passed under the yoke of England has been
thought a great misfortune for our ancestors
and ourselves ; aud yet it was for the good of
usall.” His point of view was that of his or-
der, as was natural ; he thought the change of
allegiance was a blessing because it saved the
French Canadians from the consequences of the
French revolution. The words of the curé La-
belle were spoken before the Bishop of Mont-
real, and it must be presumed with his approval.
With the French Canadians, nationality counts
for much. What a deep hold it has on their
hearts, M. Labelle may be cited to show : ““Ah !
that word natiounality is & magical word, which
causes all hearts to vibrate, because it is given
of God, the work of nur ancestors, a noble heri-
tage which every one of us should jealously
transmit to our infants. It is a national di-
ploma showing that a population has a name in
history, a distinct p]nce on the globe, living its
own life, with a voice in the general assembly
of the nation, a territory on which it can send
forth vigorous offshoots.”” An enthusiastic
feeling of nationality like this is invaluable to a
people. It gives them unity of resolve, direct-
ness of purpose, pride of country, moral
strength. But unfortunately this is the nation-
ality ~ of only part of the {wople. What is
wanted is a common nationality for the whole
people.  When will British Canadians be able
to show a strength of national feeling to equal
that which animates the French Canadianst —
Monetary Times.

THE DISMISSAL OF SERVANTS.

The contract between masters and their
domestic servauts nearly always arises from a
general hiring, at d therefore there is no defin-

ite term of service, Such an engagement is
legally considered a hiring for a year, but cither
arly to the agreement may detennine it when
]m or she thinks fit upon giving a month’s no-
tice, or by payment by the master of a month’s
wages,

to be able to bold the balance of power, as in*

perly discharged depends upnn the nature of
the services which he or she was hired to per-
! form, and the terms of the engagement and
! cause of the dismissal must in some respects be
" connected with the duties of the services to be
! performed. According to judicial decisions upon
| the sultject, it is thought, says Mr. Smith, that
! the discharge of a servant may be justified in the
" following cuses :

‘ 1. Wilful disobedience to any lawful order of

his master.
| 11. Gross moral misconduct.

l 111, Habitual negligeace in business, or con-
! duct calculated seriously to ivjare his master's

~ business.
1V. Incompetency, or permanent disability
from illness.
| Several instances are mentioned in Aitchison’s
Law of Contracts of different kinds of miscon-
' doct and disobedience which the courts have
held not to justify dismissal without notice, viz.,
" occasional disobedience in trifling matters, such
"as neglecting to come on one or two occasions
when the bell rang ; temporary ahsence_ without
leave, producing no serious lnconveniences te
the employer ; occasional sulkiness or inseclence
of manner ; temporary absence on customary
holidays, or with the view of obtaining another
situation, provided such abseuce is warranted by
custom,.

Again, a household servant may be lawfally
dismissed without notice for misconduct before
the end of the period for which he or she is hired,
without being entitled to any wages from the
day the servant is discharged, if they had not
then become due. If the payment of the wages
is agreed to be made quarterly, annually or at
any other sperified period, and the servant either
unreasonably leaves or so misconducts himself as
to justify his dismissal during the corrency of
such period, he is not lawfully entitled to wages
for any portion of such, even to the day he
leaves. .

A master is not obliged, at the time of dis-
charging n servant, to state any particnlar cause
of his or her dismissal, anithe servant can only
recover wages for the time he or she has act\{all_v
served, and Mr. Smith says that *'it is couceived
that even if he wait till the expiration of the

riod for which he agreed to serve, and then

ring an action in this form, he cannot recover
any more.

THE ROUNDEL.
The roundel iz wrought as a ring or & star-bright

sphere, . . .
With eraft of delight and with ¢umning of sound
unsought, .
That the hoart of the hearer may smile if to pleasure
his ear .
A roundel is wrought.

Its jewel of music is earven of all or of aught—

Love, laughter, or mourning—remembrance of rap-
ture or fear— .

That fancy may fashion to hang in the ear of thought.

As a bird’s quick song runs round, and the hearts in

us hear K .

Pause answer to pause, and again the same strain
caught, K

So moves the device whence, round as & pearl or
tear,

A roundel is wronght.

ONE EXPERIENCE FROM MAXNY,

1 have been sick and wmiserable so long and
had caused my husband so much trouble and
expense, no one seemed to know what ailed me,
that I was completely disheartened and dis-
couraged. In this frame of mind 1 got a bottle
of Hop Bitters and used them unknown to my
family. - I soou began to improve and gained
so fast that my husband aud family thought it
strange and unatural, but when [ told them
what had helped me, they said, * Hurmh for
Hop Bitters! long may they prosper, for they
have made wmother \\-eil and us happy.”'—The

Mother.

SETREE
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