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assumed “slave of slaves" as his of-
ficial titlo? But the Christinn popes
since thz time of Gregory VUL have
ever delighted to subscribo themselves
“servas servorum Dei” (slawves of the
slaves of God,)  This truly was raising
slavery to the dignity off a Christian
virtue; this truly was taking the sting
oul of servitude.

But nowhere is this Christiun apoth-
oosis ol sluvery more noticeable than in
the interrogntovies  of  the Christinn
martyres,

“AWhat is your condition " asked the
governor of Sicily Quintinnus of St.
Agatha,  * By condition 1 am free; by
birth noble; all my parantage shows
that,” nnswered Ag:tha, *1f you are of
s0 noble #nd illustrious a tamily, why
do you lead the despienble life of a
slave ?” < Lam- a servant of Christ and
conzequently of =ervile condition.” ¢ If
you were traly of noble birth you would
not debuse yoursell' hy taking the numne
of slave.” “I'he highest nobility is to be
a slave of Christ,” answers Agatha, and
in so answering she only speaks the
Ianguage so well nnderstood in. the
Chureh, but which the Pagan world
did not yet undérstand. - *'OT what con-
dition are you?” asked the pro-consul of
Asinof the martyr, Maximus. “ By birth
noble, but a slave of Christ.”  * Young
woman ! asked the Judge of the beanti
ful and talented Febronia, “are you a
slave or free?” “Aslave” “Whoseslave 2"
“ Christ's.” g

Thusdid the Church in her martyrs
destroy slavery by raising it to the rank
of the highest Christian virtue. Who
then shall dare to say that the Chureh
has never-opposed slavery ? I B

Tsrervarniack.—It appears to be a
law of mnature, that frequent inter-
marringes between o family, class, or
nation, have a - tendency to produce
mental and bodly: degeneracy; amd the
‘more limited the circle to which they
are confined, the greater is the degen-
eracy. This account for the fact, that
the children of cousins,” or other near
relations, are so often wenk in intellect
—sometimes even idiotic. Tt is well
known that idiocy is by no means vare
inroyal and noble families among which
the practico. of marrying ~cousins
prevails, : : ’

A SONG OF FADING. .

Fading, fading, fading ! Oh, look nol in
upbriding .
Ou the wists that dimg mine eyes, dear,
. for my vanished youthful bloom,
Nay, T would not recall it;—but oh, how
fast *tis fading !
How wan the sumnmer of my days with
wintry blight and gloom !

Fading, fading, fading! Sure, relentless
fingers
Write life's story on my face in lines of pain
and care:
Ah, you tell me, dear, thatin mine eyes the
goul of youth still lingers,—
But gce the snowy threads amid the dark-
ness of wy hair. .

Fading, fading, fading! Ah, the mellow
splendor }
That cometh oft in after-days ig fair cnough,
in sooth {
But is nught of earthly beauty - that riper
years can render .
Dear, innocent, and tender, like the bloom
of our first youth? .
Carnerive I3, Coxway.
Jurrano, Dee. 18th, 1878

IRELAND AND ROME.
BULL OF ADRIAN -THE FOURTH.

BY RIGHT REV. I, F. MORAN, D.'D., BISIIOP
OF USSORY, IRELAND.

(Concluded from page 55.) ) '
[n the Remonstrance: addressed by
the Irish princes and. people to John

XXIf, about the year 1315, repeated.

mention is made of the Bull of . Adyian.
But then it is only eited there as a-con-
clusive nrgument ¢d hominem against
the Bnglish traducers of our nation.
“Test the bitter and venomous calum-

nies of the Bnglish, and their unjust and -

unfounded attacks upon us and all who
support our rights, may in any degree
influence the mind of your Tloliness.”
The Bull of Advain IV, was published
by the Bnglish, and set forth by them
as (e eharter-deed of their rule’in re-
land ; yet they violated in a'most flag-
rant manuner- all the conditions of . that
Papal grant.  The Trish princes and
people in solf-defence had now made
over the sovercignty of the island to
Bdward de Bruce, brother of the Scottish
King; they style him their adopted
monareh, and they pray the Popetogive

i emae




