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Rliscellancous,

CRURCII AT WESTPORT.

My last lettor left us in Westport, where we ro-
mained i}l anothor week., Before wo loft, how-
over, wo assisted the brethren somewhat in making
arrangements to secure the labors of Bro. H. E.
Cooke, for about oight months of the year. Bro,
Cooke will have begun his labor thero before this
reaches your readers. 1 believo this movo a wiao
one, and feel very confident that both the church
and Bro. Cooke wil! prolit by the arrangement,
Our stay in Westport during those five weeks was
very enjoyable. True, thero was much sickness
and death whilo we were thero, which made tho
heart sad; but there was so much that was pleas-
ant, that our visit was indeed a happy one.

The church in Westport 1s now among our best
working churches i this province. It has good
oflicers, who are supported by brethren strou:
and truo. I canuot, at this distance, remember
the exact date of the orgamzation of this church;
but it must bo now mnear 30 years. This church
was orgamzed by Bro, Geo. Uurri'ty. But the firat
preacher who presanted the ‘‘tncicnt order of
things,” us preached by the disciples, was our muoh
respected Bro. Crawford, tho editor-in-chief of our
own sweet tempered paper.

Botween thurty and forty years ago, Bro. Craw-
ford, who, if I am not mistaken, wus sent out as an
evangelist, came to Dighy County and preached
the word of life to the peuple. In many parts of
the county the prople heard the guspel fur tho first
timo, so that thoy could understand 1t.  Of course
they had all heard much preaching, but such preach.
ing as only tended to darken counsel. But when
Bro. C. pressnted to them the simple guspol, in his
own clear and forcible manner, the Bible was hike
a new book to many, and sume oven thought he
had another Bible, and not the old one they had
heard preached frum these many years,

After preaching in different parts of the cuunty,
such as Weymouth, aud at certaiu puiats on Digby
Neck, he weat to Lunyg Islaud, and from that to
Westport. 1t would take a volume tu tell the story
of this misston as 1t has been told mo by Bro,

Crawford, and by the becthreu who stili live, and |

well remember the stirring vvents of thuse days.

But during ali 1h1s tune, though Bro C. preach-
ed considerable at Weatport, thers wers nune whe
wero ready to cutmo vut and obey the truth, On
Long Island a nuwbur had fully takeu theie stand
on the “‘ancient vrder of things.”  But the seed
sown was taking ruut.  The wutk was devoloping,
and the Lurd was preparing the way for the estab-
hshing of a chutdvin that tuan, to bo called aftor
His own namu. A mecting house had been built
which was to be open to all who preached Christ.
This, too, grow out of the preaching of Bro. Craw-
ford. A number of the people who had heard the
gospol so plainly set forth, had broken loose fromn
their old associatiuns, and were studying the scrip-
tures to “‘see if thuse thiugs were true,”

Whon things were in this conditivn, Bro, Geo.
Gacrity camo t) Westport, being sent out by a fow
brethren in Multun, nho gave hiw a certain sum of
money, and tuld him to go and labor where he
thought he could dov the mest goud,
missiun he came to Westport, aund found a tiold
already for the harvest. He beguan at unce to
preach the ancivnt guspel, and the peopls came to
hear 1n guudly numbers,  Aud all who have heard
Bro. Garnty kouw how plainly he could present
the truth, Tu this day I have ncevor heard a mae
who, I thought, could presvut the gospel more
forcibly, or moro clearly. As a resalt of this meot-
ing, quite a8 number wore’ baptized, and with a
number of thuse who had beeu already taught by

With this i

Bro. Crawford, organized a oburch, to bo known
as the Church of Christ in Westport,

Both Bro, Crawford and Bro. Garrity are held
in loving memory by tho older mombers of the
church. Since this timo this churoh has enjoyed
the preaching of themost of our preaching brethren
who have labored in these provinces. Tho first
preacher to setile among these brothren was Bro,
J. B. Knowles, this good Brotherwas there, I think,
somo four years, during Which time quite a num-
ber woro added to the saved. His health failing
him he left and went to tho States  But ull who
remomber Bro, Knowles love him doarly.

Next followed Bro. J. A. Gates, who also did
good work, and brought quite a number into the
church., He labored there some three years, and
left for his presout fiold, Southville, respected and
boloved by all.

The writer of this followed Bro. Gates, and lab-
ored with this church for fifteou yoars. During
this timo, if wy memory is not at fault, botween
sovonty and eighty were added to the church at
Westport, and over vno hundred at Tiverton. ]
would not be doing justico to even a sketch of the
history of this church, were I to omit the name of
Bro. Iloward Murray. During all, or nearly all
tho years that.I labored in those parts this brother
to mo very dear, has assisted me much, 'The many
happy meotings wo have held with thy churches at
Westport and Tiverton will never be forgotten.
These were happy days. Thore is no man moro
beluved by the brothren on these islands, aud whom
they are more pleased to see and hear than Bro.
H. Murray.

As I now look over this church aud note the
changes since I first know them, feelings of sadness
and also of juy take pussession of o, Of sadness,
because of the mauy whom T loved in the ttuth,
who have possed away. Of joy, because Iseea
smail army, must of whom came into the church
aader my puor laburs, who are guod aud true, and
who, with the oncouragement of thuso who are
ulder 10 the work, are destined to do grand work
for the Master in  Westport,

When I began this lettor I intended to speak of
our visit tu Tiverton, on vur return hume, and also
|gvoan ontline uf the histury of the chuich there.

But I havo taken so much spaco to say just a few
of the things that might be said in the interest of
tho causo in theso parts that I must leave what 1
; have to say ot Tiverton fur my next letter.  Suflico
| 1t tu aay at this time that though our visit to Tiver-
ton was all tuo shourt, yet we enjuyed tho association
of the dear brethren very much, and left them
feoling sadly, kuowing, that even though our lives
shouid be spared to visit the sceues of vur juys and
surruws again, sume to whom we spuhe the goud
byes, will not be there. This was vur experience
in leaving both Westport and Tivertun,

I feel encouraged, though, for the future of these
churches, Bro. DeVos, who is much liked, boing
already settled in Tiverton, and dving a good work,
and Bro. Cooke just about settling with the
brethren in Westport under very favorabls circum-
stances.

I wanted, too, to tell a little abuut Curnwallis;
all abuut the hearty welcume the brethren zave us
on our return hume afier an absence of six weeks.
And abuut the company who met at our home the
vvening of our return; and of the many good
chings thoy brought, And about the culd anl
sturmy night that prevented thuse from a distance
coming, and ho v they have been bringing in their
ufferings over siuce.  But I have no rvom fur all
this, su will have to letit go. I wanted to toll,
tuo, about a very pleasant visit we had up to Bro,
Dwyer's, whon the biethren, wishing to show him
how much they enjuyed his preaching while I was
away, and how glad they were I went away, so
they could havo tho chance to unjoy it, presonted
him wih sonie $10 in cash, and .ther things which

are always accuptabls in a family., And I wanted
to toll, tuo, all about the nice little speech Bro, G.
N, Wood mado when he prosented this offering
from the brothren, and also aboul Bro. Dwyer's
reply, ote. But you see, my space is more than
taken up, so you must excusoe me this timo.

What I leave out I will try and remember in my
next. Til) then, adion. E. C. Forp.

Port Williams, Feb. 20, 1889,

NOT£S OF TRAVEL,

Since writing my last lotter I have visited quite a.
number of churches. During tho month of January-
I hold a meeting of eight days in the church at.
Upper Rawdon. I enjoyed tho company of Bro.
John B. Wallace in thoso mootings, and, although
wo cannot report any additions, yet tho meetings
had & good effect ou the brothren, and I am in
hopes that the church bere will kuep up ita regular
Lord’s day meetings: this it has not done for yoars,
Bro. John B. Wallaco has been faithful in his
offorts to keep up the interest, atd has visited them
rogularly every four wecks for a number of yours,
this is all that has kept the littlo band togother.
It is ood for us to know that God will reward the
patient workers in His vineyard, TFrom here I
wont to Halifax, where I found that the brethren
had madé a change in the hall they had been meot-
ing in. They are now meeting in the upper part
of the Sons of Temperance hall, on Cornwallis
strect; this is the building formerly owned by our
brethren. ‘Chey have, for the past year, been tneet-
ing in tho lower part of this building. The part
they now occupy is large and spacious, beautifully
furnighed, and, I thiunk, surpasses any othor hall
that I havoe ever known the church in Halifax to
occupy.

The brethron are =till holding their regular meet-
ings, twico on Lord's day and on Wednesday
evenings. DBrethron visiting the city would do
well to drop in and spend an hour with these faith-
ful few- They would both receive and give en-
couragoment. From Halifax I went to Uornwallis,
having received a notico that the brothren were
expecting me. X spent one Lord's here, day preach-
ing twice. The congregations were small, especially
in the svening,

I spent one Lord's day with the brethren in
Nowpurt, and was glad again to meet brethren
whouse faces were familiar, and grasp by the hand
thuse whose hearts are warm and true. I also
spent two Lurd's days with the church at West
Guro, theso were pleasant days. Next Lord's day
(24th), T expect to be in Shubenacadie. Quite a
nnssivnary spirit has boun arvused in to churches
in this county, and it is likely tc take a practical
turn, for the brethron seems anxious that there
should be an evaugelist in tho county the yoar

round, but more al‘wut this in my next.
W. B, Harovo,
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GOLDEN WEDDING.

—

The afternoon and evening of Feb. 22nd, was very
pleasantly spent at the residence of Bro. Alexander
Campbell (tailor) near Montague, by many neigh-
bors, friends and relalives of our brother ahove
mentivned, and his amiable, beloved, and much
respected (Sistor) wifo.

The occasion was the celebrating of the fiftieth
anniversary (golden wedding) of their marriage.

It is woll worthy of mention, that, after the trials
aud changing scenes of fifty years of married life,
our brother and sister are in the enjuyment of par-
fect health, and enough of the material things
of earth to provent any anxiety about privationsin
old age. I duv not know of any of whom I could
writo moro confidently— They enjoy life.

While thanking Gud for present blessings, they
live in anticipation of something *‘far better” which




