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but not ail lives threatened by acute disease are saved by the
time, money, effort and skill expended in the hospital wards.

Chronic malnutrition, with its myriad resulting evils,
sucli as phthisis, many gastro-intestinal diseases of children
and of aduits, the chronic neuralgias and the chironic ulcers,
is for the community àand for the hospital, as great a problem,
I think, as the acute ilinesses treated in the hosffital wards,
especially as inany of these acute ilUnesses are thiemselves the
resuit of chronic malnutrition.

It is true tliat we do iiot usually attack this great probiemi
of chronic disease very -vigorous'IY or very successfully in dis-
pensary*practice. If ive are to go on with the miethods now iii
use for dealing with the huge problems which present themn-
selves in the persons of our ouT.-patients, and if we can ac-

¶ complisli in the future, no more than we have in the past in
our dispertsary treatment of chroniie diseasc, then surely the
$2.25 spent on each patient in our dispensary is amply suf-
ficient. In fact, I would incline to think it is too muchi. An
immense deal of good ntay be accomplishcd through the dis-
pensary treatment of chronic -,ufferers from disease of the
heart, the lungs, tue gastro-intestinal tract, the bones
and thue nervous system, but not by the methods now in vogue.

If -%ve are to spend only a few minutes and a few cents
on the treatment of these cases the resuits are so insignificant

that they seem hardly worth even the arnount of valuableI time and money. Unless we can do more it seems scarcely
woi-th while to do so mnuch. Of what use is the elaborate andi expensive X-Pa y cliagnosis of bone and joint diseases when
we cannot or do flot apply the only treatment that can do
most of themn any good, viz., rest, pure air, and hypernutri-
tion? Merely to advise these things is as useless in jointI trouble as it is in plithisis. The advice is rarely taken unless
it is supplemented by friendly oversighit, education and finan-
ciai help, direct or indirect. Again and again it turns out
that the chronic sufferer is sick because lie is poor or ignor-
ant, or both. But poverty and ignorance are not to be cured
by drugs, nor ever by printed directions.


