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fellows; Il while in the ver>' saine issue it records
-the follow'ing thoroughly authenticated case report-
-cd by Mrli. 1-Jillis, the superintendent of tlhe Iargest
leper asylumi ini the West Indics :"I A shopkeeper
at Deinerara, whose business as contractor for pro-
visions took inii frequently to the asylum, becanie
leprous. Fîor at least ten v'ears his wife remained
-free fron an>' sign of leprosy. Thîe case wvas well
kniown, andl Mr. Hillis hiad been frequently called
on to. exl)lain w'ithi reference to tlîis v'ery persoti,
liow', if leprosy ivas in an>' wa>' contagious, tlîis
iun'ls wife escaped so long. In 'May', i 886, tlîis
wonian came to lîim with w'ell-uîarked s>'mptonis of
lel)ros>', ancl was under treatiîîent wl'hen lie left the
West Iniclies." Other cases are on rccord ini w'Iich
tlhe 1)eriod of incubation w~as nineteen and twent>'
>'ears. It will not do to say tlîat because cases of
lepros>' have existed for a fcw v'ears ini a certain
conîmunity andc no instance of contagion lias been
discov'erecl (I Sa>' discovered bccause thîe teridenc>'
of the leper is to conceal lus nialady andcihe ma>'
succeed for a considerable lengtli of time) tlîat e,,go
lel)ros>' is xiot contagious in that locality. This is
an experinient whiîch demancîs tinie, a long series
of >'ears, and w~hile it is being made sucli precau-
tions slîoulcl be observed, tlîat, shîould die resuit be
ini favor of tii- Éheor' of conitagioni, numbers- of
lives 'vilI iiot have been sacrificed to it, nor centres
of infectioni liav'e beeii establishied ini ever>' centre
of population.

It is oni>' tlîeorizers und tIiose wh'o take cursor>'
and distanît glances at it who pronounice it hiarnii-
less. Ail wlio have been in a position to stud>' it
practical>' for a lifetimie, unite ini raisinig a w'arniiig
voice against tlîis danigerous de1usion.

Danliellson and Bock, w~ho observed the diseuse
in a climate even colder than our ow'n, gav'e the
following as the mature result of their experience.

Our -whole theory of lepra rests incontestably
uipon the sad fact tlîat with)in- the bounds vhiere
it coninits its ravages, it can be made harmless to
tlîe rest of the people only b>' isolation."

In the short space of forty years, one-tenth of
the entire p)opulation of the Sandwvich Islands lias
beconie infected froin tw'o individuals.

1r Hlls after twvent' >'ears experience, thus
formulates lus conclusion " Wberever lepers are
alloWed to congregate and no attenîpt is miade at
isolation, oflier- cases 7wii i'n dite course assuîe-edly
ar-ise, irrespective of hiereditary tendenc>', peculiar-
ity of diet or localit>'."

Accorcling to H-. Besniier, a iieniber of the
French Academy of Mled ici ne, leprosy, far froni
clisappearing bv' degrees, is sprcacling rapidly.
Silice the extension of the F7ýrench colonial posses-
sions, solciiers, sa~iors, traders, ancd missionaries
hav'e fallen v'ictiims to it ini large nunîbers. J-e,
therefore, exilorts physicians in ail couritries to
study the fell cisease, in order to lind a imans of
couniteracting its ravages, for it lias active focuses
of infection iii every part of tie glob)e.

Thorouglily substantiated cases of its transfer-
ence by, vaccination have been placed on record by
Tilbury Fox and Erasmus Wilson. Tiiere is a
curious tendency in inids whichi have not hiad a
strictly logical training to -ive equal weigbt to posi-

tiv'e and negative testiniony. But as I-J. Besnier
we~ll says, Il In a question of this kinci a fev posi-
tive instances of contagion couint for more than an
innu miierable nu mber of niegative instances." From
aniong a large number of positive instances which
lie cites: I quote only such as have a direct bearing
on the question as it concernis our dut>', froin the
fact that they have occurred in clituates simiir to
our ow'n. Thyare collated in the B3ritisit .1edi-
cal Joi-lal, ÏNov. i 2th and i 9 th.

1In 1872, D)r. I-Jawtrey l3enson showed to the7
IDùblin ïMeclical Society an Irish leper wvhô had
contracted the disease ini the Inclies, where lie hiad
lived twenty-two years. For a year and a hiaîf this,
m'il11s l)rother, w~ho hiad left Ireland for a î'isit
to England forty-six vears before, slept ini the
saine bed andi wore his clothing. H-e becanie a
leper, and wvas presented to the M\-edical Society.
'1'here wvas no lej)Cr ini the family, and there hiad
been no leprosy in the British Isles for several cen-
turies.

An i- 'abitant of Sagra cstablishied iniiseif at
Parcent about i S5o. Leprosy wvas quite unknown
there, and the Indian who hiac the first symptoins
of it did not know the gravity of bis illness. H-le
wvent to live with a friend, and a littie while after
two cases of leprosy wvere reported. The friencis
of the irst victims wvere the only ones attacked.

Betty M',acCarth>',, of Prince Edwvard Island, ivas
ii-arried in 1836, became ili in 1852, and died in
i864, of leprosy. J-ad five ebjîdren. (a.) Richard
died of leprosy after twenty yeai-s' illiiess. (b.) Johin
died of leprosy after tweive years' illness. (c.) 'ike
died of leprosy aCter ten years' illness. (d.) W\il-
lium dicd of leprosy at twenty-one years of age.
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