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ly affect yoning children, anîd whien it does so they-
are not Iikely to be attending school. Assuining,
however, that the gernms of typhoid are occasion-
ally founci in such excreta, iisoerbyctain

thiat suicli do not becomie virulent until exoreta lias
been for some hours exposcd to the air, and under-
going decomiposition. This systemn of de.-iccation
niay be said largely to preveut this b3' drawing the
warmn, dry air over the excreta and evaporating its
nioisture. But let us further suppose that infec-
tious particles can be carried upward andi high
into the air. We trace the samne conditions re-
garding the destruction of microbes wvhicli prevail
over the whole city where organie particles arL-
constantly carried upwvards (roui ail sorts of sources
of pollution, andi notably (roui exoreta deposited
in proxiimîty to biouses, to a degree infiniteiy greater
than wbat is likely to affect themi fromn a neiglibor-
ing school of healthy pupils. Tlie feature of this
systenm of heating which we have taken objection
to, is one îvhich, as far as the desiccation of excreta
goes is one of its greatesi virtues. XVe refer to the
uncluly clry atmnosphere of the school-room, 'vhich,
uniess care is taken to supply moisture artificially,
is sure to follow~ the raising of external air throwgh
the requisite numiber of degrees of lieat, thereby
proportionately lessening its relative b um-idity.
This, howeî'er, is a danger attaching to ail sorts of
warim-air furnaces, and can ini ail cases be largely
overcomie by an ackquate supj)Iy of wvater beini-
placed in the .:%apor.-ting pans. 'l'le relative
hum-idity on a colci day in w~inter, "'heu no "'ater
lias been evaj)oratecl, %vould probably he as low as
5o R.I-., but its capacity for dryîng out excreta
îvhere large roomis, contaiing 20,000 cubic feet,
have their air changed once, at least, in ten min-
utes, would be very 5 reat indeed. W~e w'ou]d sa),
in conclusion tZhat it is unfortunate that a systeni
of heating, andi ventilation, in which there are s0
many positively good fecatures, sholîcl be spoken

ogainst when there is such anr absence of any other
well-clevised sehemes, especially for venti lating
school-rooms, and whien on every side the recog-
nized dangers (romn impure air in school-roonis are
so great and s0 prejudicial to both the physical
and mental strengtlh of our sehool children. Ve
xnay properly caîl snch men public benefactors,
and encourage themn to persevere in their labors
until the systen bias been perfected along. those
lines where impiovement may be found possible.

SMALL-POX.

C TC LES of discase hav'e froin timie to tinie been
reinarked utpou, and statisticians *have looked

(or and physicians hav'e contemplated as an inevit-
able necessity that every five or ten returning years
wvould uisler in an outbreak o( sonie contagions dis-
ease-smiallpox, scarlatina, etc. l)efective opportuni-
tics for studying cither the nature o( diseases or of cpi-
denîics have doubtless contributcd to the establishî.
ment of these opinions ; but modern experience is
teaching us that the reasoning lias been o( a ost hoc
ergopirober, hoc claracter, and tlîat cycles ini disease
are largely apocryplial. Spoaking especially oifsnall-
pox, we arc, to-day, uncler the Lnpleasant duty of re-
cognizing thiat this continent is at present more tlîan
usuially tlhreatenied w'itbi a severe outbreak of this dis-
ease as cold weathier approa-chces. It basnmaintained
its holcl and rather increased than dimiinishied since
hast wvlnttr in two of the largest distributing centres,
New~ Xork an,[ Philadeiphia. ut'e Ne V ork re-
turus for wve.k ending July 24th gives vine cases,
wbile Pliiladelphia, returns for week ending July
141l give seven deatbis fromi small-j)ox. Cases are
reported fromn Baltimiore and fromn Selby, Tenn.;-
and San Francisco, July 2, reports two deatlîs there
for thie previous week. Thie clisease bas reached
Buffalo, there being iii the Polish quarter, 'vhile
T1oronto lias liad three c,&,ses recently repwrtecl.
\Vitlî so uîanyfoci it will be strange incleed if somie
one or otiier of tbcse does not becomie the occasion
of ôutbreak wvhich, throughi accident or neglect,
wvill aessunie the proportions of an epidemic. In
Enrgiand the disease is similarly present at several
centres ini notable amiounts. During Ju11e, 48 deatbs
occurred ini the 28 rep)orting townS, 2- being ini
Preston and 1 6 in Sheffield. Thle question there-
fore becomnes an intensely practical one for us in
Canada. WC have been reinarka-bly free during the
past two years froni outbreaks of this disease, and
nîay congratulate ourselves upon the fact; but
wvhen we examine the conditions upon w'hich we
oughit to be able to base a continued innunity
wve find much rooni for reflection and, indeed,
alarm. Since the smaill-pox epidemnic in Montreal
our people have either ceased to believe that sucb
anotiier outbreak can occur, and hiave therefore
thouglit it unnecessary to vaccinate or else they
bave neglected, as we neglect so mnany other things,
simply because we cannot help it. Local Bo.ards-
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