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ANTISE PTIC AND ASE PTIC S URGEIRY.

A review nf the 'nmore rectent progress of surg-ery demanids
some inquiry into the present status of oui knowledge re-
garding the guiding principles wvhich underlie the surgical
treatment of wvounds known as the antiseptie or aseptie method-
a method. which we owe to the scientific insighit and genius of Lord
Lister. The -writer is old enougli to remeniber something of the
fierce antagonism wvhich many leaders of oui profession showecl to
Lister's methods. Even as late as 1887 one finds a prominent
Fnglish surgeon -vr-tifig as follows: " The gerni hypothesis bias
in this country adherents whose opinions are entitled to respect,
but it appears to nie to be not proven and more lIkely to be aban-
doned than to be confirnied." To-day we flnd that the field is
completely abandoned by such sceptics, and Lister bias lived long
enougli to have received soniething of the gratitude ho so well
deserves for the inestimable service lie lias rendered to huma-nity.
It is tino hàe received eneourageînent very shortly af toi lie had
introduced the systemn £romi the remaîkable resuits wvhich were at
once obtained. In bis address before the B3ritish Association in
1806> after rt-ferring to bis early resuits in the GbI.-go, iRoyal
Inftrmary, lie relates the following incident: "IEqually striking
changes were afterwards witnessed in other institutions. 0f these
T Ma~y grive one example. In the great AlIgemieines Krankenhauis
of Mà-unich,hospital zangrexio becamne more and more rife from year
to year, tili at length the dreadful condlition wvas reacb ed that; 80
per cenit. of all the w'oinds became infeeted b:y it.. . . . The
institution seeined to bave hecomie hopelessly infected, and the
eity authorities wvere contemplating its deinolition and recon-
struction. Unider thiese circumnstances Professor Von--\Ussbauîn
dIespatchied Iiis chief assistant to IEdinburgh, wvlere I at that tiie
('ccuipied tlie chair of (linical Surgery, to learn the details of the
antiseptic systemi as ý%%e thon practised it. HIermandutlh
haid entirely mnastered thieini, and on bis return aIl the cases wvere
on a certain day dressed. on our plan. Froîn that day forward
not a single case of liospital gangyrene occurred ini theKrankenliaus.
Thie fearful disease pyeinia likew'ise disappearedl, and erysipelas
soon followed its exainple."

For the last few years Lister hias leaîned sometbing of the
gratitude of bis fellows býy the bionors which have be.ii conferred
upon hin. In Buitai. lie lias been created a ?eer of the IRealm,
and in tmrn President of the British Association for the Advance-
nient of Science, and President of the Royal Society. I. foreign
cauntries, too, scientists have vied withi one another in their efforts
to do bum lonor. One would think, however, tlîat perliaps the
greatest satisfaction whiech lie must now, enjoýy is in being able to
write, as lie did i'n the Huxley Lecture, tliat " the principle that


