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Parathyroid Treatment of Puerperal Eclampsia.—Q. Vas-ale-
(Gazetta degli Ospedali, Milan) reports that the effect of an
extract of the parathyroid glands in cases of puerperal eclampsia
has been surprising. The convulsions were arrested so promptly
that the assumption of a specific action seems almost inevitable,
as it resembles so much that of the thyroid gland in myxedema.
He has found the parathyroid extract useful also in tetany, and
expatiates on the way in which the clinical experience harmonizes
with this conception of the parathyroid origin of convulsive
attacks. He is now trying the parathyroid extract in epilepsy.

The Pasteur Preventive Treatment of Rabies.—The New
York Health Department gives the Pasteur preventive treatment
for rabies at the Research Laboratory at the foot of East Six-
teenth Street. In addition, the virus is sent out mixed with a
preservative, to be administered by the attending physician to
persons desiring to take the treatment at home. "When sent from
the laboratory it is mailed daily by special delivery. The results
of treatment given by the latter method have been as satisfactory
as when administered at the laboratory, but it is considered
advisable that not more than two days should elapse between the
mailing of the virus and its injection into the patient. The
course of treatment lasts from two to three weeks. It is strongly
recommended that wounds inflicted by rabid or suspected animals
be thoroughly cauterized with fuming nitrie acid, or, if this is
umpossible, with the actual cautery. Immediate washing out of
the wound is also advisable. When possible, it is recommended
that animals suspected of rabies be securely' chained and kept
under observation for eight days. If rabies exist, symptoms will
develop so that a definite diagnosis is possible within this tim>
If the animal is killed the carcass may be sent to the laboratory
for diagnosis. The routine is to make an examination of smearsand
stained sections of the brain tissue, and also to make animal inocu-
lations. By the forraer method a positive diagnosis may be reached
in from thirty-six to forty-eight hours. A failure to find the
characteristic lesions does not, however, exclude rabies. In the
event of a failure to find the lesions, the animal inoculations are
relied on for a diagnosis, which usually requires from eight to
eighteen days. In sending animals from a distance it is recom-
mended that, if small, the entire body be sent. I£ this is impos-
sible, the head alone should be sent. The animal or head should
be securely fastened in a box, and packed with a considerable
quantity of ice and sawdust; the whole to be shipped to the
laboratory in a larger box—New Yok Medical Journal and
Philadelphia Medical Journal. ‘




