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stuying up spinal selerosis and giant-
celled sarcomas, and clinical teachers have
no-room in their wards for such common
every day diseases as .dyspepsia. Many a
yoïng' doctor could handle a case of 'endo-
carditis without hesitation who'would be
completely non-plussed by the appearance

of bad.case of dyspepsia. What wonder
then that in his dilemma he turns to the
manufacturing pharmacist. Of course from
the latter's point of view it might seem
very hard that any one should do any
dig4ingfor himself when beautiful shiny
se *or, pôwder of pepsin can be procured
for fiye dollars an ounce, and it is his busi-
negStôsell his products by any fair means
inhispower. No better ally could he have
thaiftheyoung doctor who does nof un-
derstand dyspepsia. And at first sight what
more reasonable method of making dys-
pepsia easy pepsia than by ordering pepsin ?

Bpgtunfortunately for the chronic dys-
peptic there are certain physiological laws
to e'4observed, and one of them is that
wli 'vei a natural function is performed
arifiÉialy nature will cease to do it herself.

IËh fiie wearing of spinal supports will
increase lateral curvature, because the
alredy' reak muscles vill become still
wehkér when their work is done for them.
Ri' ii•in 'a carriage all day will cause
atrdphy of the muscles of the legs; eating
foð w',hich does not require mastication
_wfi lead to atrophy of the teeth; and pro-
viding peþsin for the digestion of each
méI will surely lead *to atrophy of the
sté iaeh. Nevertheless thore are times when

pepsîn is useful, and they are very clearly
shown in a paper by Dr. Gustavus Elliott
in i -. Y. iMedical Reéord, the conclu-
sions of hic are as follows

1 Patients suffering témporarily from
the -jngstion of an excessive amount of
nit ogenized food may obtain relief by tak-
ingjpsn ,but it is very much nore im-
portant that they should be warned of the
evibconsequences 1which, will result from
thexgletition of such oYer-indulgence.

2. When annoying symptoms are the r-
sult of imperfect digestion of nitrogenized
food, which has been taken in moderate
amount, and when this is due to a deficiency
in the quantity or quality of the gastric
juice, it is more important to endeavor to
increase the secretion of the gastric juice,
than to try to supplement the deficiency by
the administration of an artificial pepsin.

3. In acute or chronic indigestion, or dys-
pepsia, pepsin is sometimes of great value
for the immediate and transient relief of
distressing or debilitating symptoms, while
other measures are being employed to re-
store the digestion to its normal activity.

4. During the course of, and during con-
valescence, from, certain aéute diseases, as
well as in sone chronic diseases, charac-
terized by transient weakness of the diges-
tion and defective assimilation, pepsin is of
considerable- value in assisting to increase
the assimilation of food.

5. When used for the cure of chronic in-
digestion and dyspepsia, pepsin is a snare
-and a delusion, giving a transient feeling of
comfort, without increasing the digestive
powe>r of the stomach.

We commend these remarks to the
thoughtful consideration of our reader's.

EDUCATION OF THE SENSE OF
SMELL.

In these days when so much progress is
being made all along the line in the art of
making certain diagnoses, one cannot afford
to despise any of the senses which may
detect something that will ý increase our
exact knowledge of the condition present.

A cori-spndent, signing himself "Séhùei
der," in the New York Medicat Record,
October 18, very properly calls atteition to
the value of the sense of smell to the prae-
tising physician, and lie thinks that more
attention should be paid to the cultivatioL
of this sense. Visual objects,.he remarks,
can be accurately described -and recorded
so as to be again recognized, but smells cân
only be vaguely described or compared-wi
some other, univeisally known cdr.


