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the Grey’ Nuns in Montreal -was b.‘med in- 17’40 and 1760, and the .
}Iotel Digu‘at Three Rivers in 1806, = - " & SR
Sculvy and smallpox were prevalent in the early clays of the colony L
There-seem to have been distinet exacerbatmns of -the smallpot in' 1708,
178%, 1733, and 1755. Typhus came with-almost' every, shlp “S ‘ec1ally.
\'1olent outbreaks.took place in 1658,.1665, 1685, 1756, ‘and 1758.‘-45 et
1 A plague; called thie Disease' of Siam,” made. its appearance- in: 1711
1718 and 1740. . It is supposed ‘by- some to have been’ bubonie: plague,,
others beheve it to: have been .an mfeetmus form of memngms +/Phe
deaths ‘from this cause were, many " Tn short, every. condition®caused by -
filth, poverty, and hardship . 'was. with them in. tho=e eaﬂy days, and~
,many times the young colony was nearly W1ped out.” ‘ o
"‘During the first fifty.years there seems to. have been a scarmty_
; doctora, particularly at Montreal, though in ‘Quebéc, from the: very begm— ,
‘ning, the colony was never without medical men; - Two among the many’
'are ‘particularly worthy- of mention—Dr. Gaultmer ‘who d1=covered the
‘merits ‘of the winter-green plant, which bears his name,. « Gauluhena
Procumbens,” and Michel Sarrazin, who" was.noted as a surgeon “and .
-whose epecxal study of animals and plants is even bo—duy reuarded as
‘authoritative. '
-‘On the 30th of - me, 1'759 at Quebec, the entn-e commumty of the
EHotel Dieu -and Ursuline Convents, with' the exception of ‘'seven’ nuns,
“were installed, with beds and. _provisions, inside the walls of the General
‘.Hosp1tal Thé”Bntlsh under Wolfe, were besieging the city: For'two
i¢months, untﬂ the s1ege was raised, this institution sheltered over exght
"hundred persons. w: - '
An mterestmg story is told in thls connection : - One of Wolfes
:.oﬂicers 1 Was* “wounded*in ‘a’ skirmish preliminary to the.. Battle of _the
"Plains.: He'was pleked up-by & French soldier and taken to the General
"Hosp1ta1 ‘Two.days later, -the French sent an officer - with a flag of truce
16 the. Bntxsh hnes requestmg that the effects of. the ‘British oiﬁcer be
-sent’ to himi ‘at the hospltal At the same time Indmns ‘gavo an ‘account of
his Tescue and condition. . Wolfe was: much moved, and sent £20 to the
French soldier- by-whose kindnegs his- captain had been saved., Two. days
.later; another ﬂav of :truce came -from the’ town, the. bearer of: ‘which
"Teturned the money to Wolfe, as the 1 \Iarquxs de Vaudreml declmed to
. accept money on behalf of his soldiers who simply carried. out the order
given to them. Wolfe took advantage of the opportunity, to. address a
letter to Mme. de Ramesay, Directress of the General Hospxtal tha.nkmg
her for the attention paid to the wounded officer, and assuring her that
if fortune favoured his arms he would extend his protection to her and




