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lJEITEfR.A..TURE.

THE CHEILDREN'S ROUR.

Bctwcen tise dark anai te dnvlight,
%Whcn the night is beginning te iowcr,

Cornes a puse in the day's occuipationts,
That is known as the ChiltIrca7s Ileur.

I hear in the chamber above nie
Thse pattcr cf little feet,

Tise sounti cf a door that is cpened,
Andi voices soft andi sireet.

Fretu xny stuily 1 sec in the lampligsu,
Descenaing te brosa hall stait,

Grave .Alice, and iangiing Allegra,
And Edith wit.h golden hiair.

A wbiisper, anal thert a silence;
Yet I know by their rnerry ey.cs

Tbey are pietting andi planning together
Te tal<c me by surprise.

A& sudclcn rush frarn thse stairway,
i;ts- A sudtide raid front thse hali

By tbre doors ieft ungisardeti
They enter my castle Wall I

Ti ýy ciimb sup into nîy turret
Octr the arias and back of rny chair i

If 1 try te escape, they surraunti me;
Titey scrn ta he cverywhcere.

They aimost deyotnr nie withi kisses,
riieir axins about tue eutwine,

Till I think of the I3isltop of Ilingen
lu his Mouse-Toiver on the lUihne 1

Dt, yen thiuk, O bluceycul banditti,
Bccausc yont bave scaitd the waii,

Such au aid moustache as I arn
Is not a match for you al?

1 have yau fast in my fortress,
Andi wili notletc you depart,

Blut put ycn down itc the dunsgeon
In the round-tower of iny lieart.

Andi therc iviii 1 keep yau forcver,
Yez, fersever and a day,

Till the walis shail crutuble ta ruin,
Andi mouider in tittîl aray 1

LONGFLLOW.

THE MAGPIE.

'i Once in an ancient, city, whose naisse 1 ne langer rementher,
Rtaisti alofî an a cainun, a brazens statue cf Justice
Steoti in lte pub>lic square, uphoiding the scales in ils lcft bandi,
Andi in its right a sivord, as au eînblern liatjustice presideti
Over the lais aof tise land, ani the hienris andi hornes cf lthe people.
Even te lairdsisa bifit their nests in the scales cf tite balance,
llaving no fear cf the swcrd that ilasîteti in te sunshine abova thern.
But in lte course cf tinte lthe iaws of lte ]and were corrupted ;
Iligit teck tue place of riglit, anti te weai: wecrc cppressed, and the znsighty
Ruieti witb an iron roti. Mien il chanced in a nobiemrnans palace
TVint a necklace cf pearls vras iost, andi ce long a suspicion
Feul an an erphbau girl wvite liveti as inaiti in the Iseusehldt.
She, aftcr farut of triai cantiemnedti l dia au the scaffaiti,
17àticatly met ber docent at the foot cf te statue of Justice.
As ta lier Father in lieaven lier innocent spirit ascendcd,
Loi e'er lte city a tempest rase; andi tise halts cf the thuntier
Sasale lte staitue cf bronze, anti liurîcti in wraîth front its left haud
Dwn au te, pavement beicr lte ciatlering sctICes of the balance,
Andtin the hlelcw tercef aras feunti tue ncst cf a rnagpie,

Iet arose clay-buiit, talis the neek-lace cf pearls aras inivaren."1

Branyclinc.


